THE FIRST CHURCH
________________________________________________________________________________________

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Congregational – United Church Of Christ

†
Gathered December 16, 1685
No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Morning Worship
Communion Sunday
Third Sunday after Easter
May 1, 2022

8:30 & 10:00 AM

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

TOWER CHIME

Norma MacKinley Smith

MEDITATION

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also
in me.” John 14:1

PRELUDE

Prière à Notre Dame

L. Boëllmann

from “Suite Gothique”

INTROITUS

(1862 – 1897)

The Lord Is In His Holy Temple
STAFF SINGER QUARTET

(10:00)

F. R. Lund
(*1938)
Composer-In-Residence

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
All:

(inspired by John 20, John 21)

We are here today because the weeping Mary of Magdala once said:
“I have seen the Lord!”
We are here because Jesus still comes into our locked spaces and says:
“Peace be with you. Receive the Holy Spirit.”
We are here today like doubting Thomas who finally cried:
“My Lord and my God.”
We are here like Peter, tempted to forget the call of Jesus:
“I’m going fishing.”
We are here as a congregation only because many faithful disciples have
listened to Jesus’ words: “Do not be afraid. Do not be afraid!
“Jesus has been raised!”

*HYMN #288

Let Us Break Bread Together

LET US BREAK BREAD

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)
Move among us, Risen Christ, and gather us together with You. Take our many
selves—our lives, our loves, our ideas, our questions, our speech, our silence—and
unite us as Your people. Give us the gifts of perception and understanding, so that
even as we dream Your dreams and see Your visions, we may be able to witness to
Your presence in our common life. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI #513
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, A-men, A-men.

GREETINGS
MISSION MOMENT

Adaeze Okorie

MOMENT OF RECOGNITION (10:00)
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD
SCRIPTURE READING
John 21:1-19
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of
Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were
Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons
of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am
going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus
stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said
to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” He
said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.”
So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so
many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was
naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a
hundred yards off. When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there,
with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you
have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full
of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the
net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of
the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the
Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same

with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples
after he was raised from the dead.
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to
him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the
third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said
to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very
truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and
to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your
hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you
do not wish to go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would
glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”
Pastor:
People:

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRATIA TIBI

Thanks Be to Thee

(1505 – 1585)

(10:00)

SERMON

T. Tallis

“Peek-a-Boo”

Rev. Andrew Armstrong

RESPONSIVE PSALM 30
(10:00)

JASON IANNUZZI, psalmist

The Psalm will be intoned once: The Congregation sings the same Response, and
then again at the “R” indication below.

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
Who has created and is creating,
Who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
Who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

A New Creed

PASTORAL PRAYER
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)
(based on Psalm 30)
Risen Lord, we cry to You for help. We choose to listen for Your voice above all
others. Be gracious to us for we have made mistakes. We have made choices
that have harmed our relationships with Your children and Your created world.
Hear us, forgive us, heal us we pray.
A time of silence for personal confession

KYRIE #545

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us
CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING

J. Merbecke
(1510 – 1585)

Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
(based on Psalm 30 and Mark 1:40-45)
Leader: When we are silent, God moves!
People: Praise our Healing God with all your soul!
Leader: Give thanks forever for God has chosen you; God forgives you.

OFFERTORY

O Come, Ye Servants of the Lord
How Glorious Sion’s Courts Appear

C. Tye
(c.1505 – 1573)

from “Four Motets”

*DOXOLOGY #515

OLD HUNDRETH LM

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
Every good gift comes from You, Holy God. Through the presence of Your Holy
Spirit in our hearts, we count our blessings and offer You our gratitude. We
make this offering knowing that You have all the more to give us. Our hearts
and hands are open to receive all the more to fulfill Your calling in lives through
Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Communion
It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the
people of God renewing our covenant. We serve grape juice, bread and gluten free bread.

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Holy God, as disciples of Jesus have always done, we bring gifts of
bread and the fruit of the vine to grace Your table.
In them, we remember every promise You have made for our salvation.
In the life, death and resurrection of Jesus,
You fulfilled Your Word and are with us by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Here at the table of Your kingdom, You instruct us in the way
of mercy and forgiveness. With the faithful in every time and place, we
joyfully praise Your name:

SANCTUS #550

S. Wesley
(1766 – 1837)

Leader:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory:
Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high. A-men.
We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus
took bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His
disciples saying, “This is My body which is broken for you. Do this in
remembrance of Me.” In the same way, Jesus also took the cup,

after supper, saying, “This cup is of the new covenant in My blood.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” By eating
of this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death,
celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ's coming again.

Sharing of the Bread
Kyrie Eleison
from “Communion Service in D Major”

E. Titcomb
(1884 - 1968)

Sharing of the Cup
Agnus Dei

E. Titcomb

from “Communion Service in D Major”

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN #192

The Day of Resurrection

LANCASHIRE

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTUS

On Us Bestow Thy Blessing

F. R. Lund

(10:00)

The congregation is kindly asked to be seated for the POSTLUDE.

POSTLUDE

Toccata

L. Boëllmann

from “Suite Gothique”

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS
AV TEAM CAMERA CREW: Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster
CALL TO WORSHIP: from the Mennonite Church Canada website.
http://resources.mennonitechurch.ca/FileDownload/15173/Easter_Call_to_Worship.pdf
COVER ART: Jesus Appears on Lake Tiberias, Duccio, di Buoninsegna (1255-1319)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Duccio_di_Buoninsegna_015.jpg

DEACON OF THE DAY: Jeanne Chaloner
HYMNS & PSALM: Pilgrim Hymnal, New Century Hymnal, CCLI#3034682
STAFF SINGER QUARTET: Janet Poisson, soprano – Kendra Goodwin, alto
Craig Plummer, tenor – Jason Iannuzzi, bass

*********************************************************************
The flowers in the pulpit are given in loving
memory of Pete on his birthday, by Beve Tucker.

*********************************************************************
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

*********************************************************************
PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO
HELP KEEP THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS.

*********************************************************************
Have you remembered First Church in you will?
*************************************************************************

Celebrating over Fifty Years of Membership - 2022
Ellie Freeman – 1971
Peter Luthi – 1971
Bev Mann – 1971
Bonnie Houle – 1972
Norma MacKinley Smith - 1972

Christian Formation Corner
Nursery Care is available for our youngest members (infants through age 2)
during the 10:00 AM worship service. The Nursery opens at 9:45 AM. Nursery
coordinators are on hand to greet parents and explain the procedure for
checking in and picking up your child.
In the Sunday School this month:
 Children ages 3, 4, and K and Grades 1 & 2 learn about Jesus’ Entry into
Jerusalem, The Empty Tomb and Jesus’ Garden Appearance
 Grades 3 & 4 and 5 & 6 learn about Jesus Breaking Bread with Disciples
and Resurrection, Paul’s Nephew Stands Up
 Make a Difference Grades 7 & 8 raised over $1,000 for their Tornado
Victim Mission.
Activity Packets – Jesus and the Children Activity Packets for the Sunday
School Children will start to arrive in the children’s mail boxes in early May.
Also provided is a link to a video of Stacey Plummer reading the Bible Story
and to a singalong with Steve Blunt. The Christian Formation Board hopes that
parents will encourage and support their children as they read the story and do
the activities.
Senior High Youth Group will meet today in the dining room from 11:30 AM1:00 PM in the Fireside Room.
Senior Recognition, May 8 - Breakfast and recognition will take place for our
High School graduating Seniors and their families on May 8. Breakfast is at 8:30
AM and recognition is during the 10:00 AM worship service. Please contact
LeeAnne if you plan to attend.
Horton Center Family Weekend: August 26-28 - Save the date! God’s
children of all ages are welcome! Some of our tightest bonds of Christian
Fellowship are formed in outdoor ministry.
For more information contact LeeAnne at lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org.

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current
Preventing Alzheimer’s Disease: Yes, you can! Rev. Jami and Jocelyn
Henning will host six video sessions about the science of preventing
Alzheimer’s beginning the first week in May. Rev. Jami will facilitate sessions
on Tuesday afternoons from 2:30-4:00 PM on May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and June
7. Jocelyn will facilitate the same sessions on Thursday evenings from 6:308:00 PM May 5, 12, 19, 26, June 2 and 9. Sessions will be held in the dining
room, with a couple of exceptions. Come learn about this epidemic and what
you can do to avert it.
++++

All Boards meet on Monday, May 2. The evening begins with dinner (for all
current and recently retired board members) in the dining room at 6:00 PM.
++++

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality will meet on Sunday, May 8 at 11:30 AM
in the dining room.
++++

Tower to Tower Presentation - Join Rev. Andy on Monday, May 9 at 7:00 PM
for a presentation on his “historical” bike ride from one Nashua to another. Along
with fascinating stories, he’ll have his bicycle, gear and maps and introduce us
to self-contained cycling. Snacks and beverages provided. Please sign up at
the welcome center or online. Feel free to invite your friends.
The purpose of Rev. Andy’s ride from Nashua, Iowa to Nashua, NH is to raise
awareness of The First Church Nashua’s profound history and raise $75,000
for our tower renovations. Nashua’s Goodale’s Bike Shop will support Rev.
Andy’s cycling needs on this week’s long trip. To make a donation go to:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/tower-to-tower-historical-ride/donate
++++

Celebrating our Graduates - Is there a college graduate or a graduate with an
advanced degree in your family this year? Please send their information to Sue
Englander, by Monday, May 9, so they can be acknowledged in the June
newsletter.
++++

Bible, Friends, and Coffee meets on Mondays at 9:30 AM in the parlor.
++++

Coffee with Rev. Nancy – Join Rev. Nancy at Riverwalk Café, on Tuesdays
from 2:00 until 3:00 PM for coffee and conversation. Sign-up is not necessary.

Women’s Association Lunch Outing - All women of the church are invited to
join the Women’s Association at 110 Grill, 27 Trafalgar Square in Nashua for
lunch on May 14 at 11:30 AM. Meet at the church at 11:00 if you would like to
carpool. Otherwise, meet at the restaurant at 11:30. Sign up at the welcome
center. Contact Bea Dillaby or Carol Butler with any questions.
++++

New Member Orientation: Sunday, May 15, 11:30 AM – For those wishing to
learn more about The First Church and become members of our faith
community, please join us for an orientation and informational meeting in room
15 in the Walker Building. Contact the church office to register or for more
information.
++++

Choral Union to Support Rite Of Confirmation - The First Church Choral
Union, a massed choir joining the forces of all of our main vocal ensembles
from grade 8 through adult, will gather to support the Rite of Confirmation on
June 5, 2022. Rehearsals begin on Wednesday, May 18 at 6:45 PM. If you
are interested in joining this seasonal choir, please contact Joseph Olefirowicz.
++++

The Holiday Fair Craft Group meets on the third Wednesday of the month,
April through October to prepare for the November Holiday Fair. If you would
like to participate in the crafting or have ideas to share, please contact Jocelyn
Henning or Sandy Gribbin. The group will meet on May 18, at 4:30 PM in the
dining room. Save the dates for the fair: November 4-6, 2022.
++++

Movie Night at First Church - Friday May 20, 2022 - 7PM - Dining Room
Guess which 2010 American romantic movie drama, starring Julia Roberts as
Elizabeth Gilbert and based on Gilbert’s 2006 memoir of the same name, we’ll
be showing that night. Hopefully you guessed it. Why not just say the film title?
Because of kooky copyright laws. Okay, here’s another hint, the title has three
words and all the words are verbs. Another hint? Some say this is a “Chic
Flick” and though they wouldn’t be wrong there are a lot of men who love this
film. You will too. Come relax, socialize, eat popcorn and get inspired. We’re
sure to have a good time. See you there.
++++

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Crafted by the loving hands and hearts of
parishioners, this ministry strives to bring comfort and healing to those in need
and to those celebrating. Upon completion of each shawl, a final blessing is
said before being sent to the individual. This vital ministry is looking for more
knitters. For more information, speak with Karen Bianchi, Kay Potfora, or Rev.
Jami.

The First Church Thrift Shop is open on Thursdays, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM.
They are accepting donations of spring and summer clothing. Items needed:
Boys’ and girls’ clothing up to size 14, baby clothes, women’s clothing (all
sizes), costume jewelry, pocket books and accessories, small knickknacks.
Leave donations - clean and in good repair - in the marked bin in the courtyard
lobby. Contact Gale Cummings, Beth Bartlett or the church office with any
questions.
++++

Help Keep our Records Current. If you have a change of name, address, phone
number or email address please let the church office know.
++++

Aspects of Christianity - Small brochures that are based on one particular
area of Christian concern, and consist of scripture and other helpful quotes on
that topic are displayed on the windowsill opposite the Welcome Center. Feel
free to take a brochure, and an information sheet about the project. Each
brochure has a black and white drawing that you may color if you like.
++++

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide fresh flowers for the pulpit on
Sunday morning, sign up on the chart located on the window sill near the
welcome center or contact Sue in the church office to see what dates are
available.
++++

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the
worship page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami.
You may also submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office.
++++

Ukraine Assistance – The United Church of Christ is appealing for support of
the folks in the Ukraine. Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Relief Fund will provide
shelter, food, and other care to war refugees and internally displaced people.
All donations will be deposited into the International Disasters fund designated
for “Ukraine Relief.” Your generous financial support will be used by our
partners in the areas of greatest need.
Donate at https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal or
mail a check made payable to the United Church of Christ PO BOX 71957
Cleveland, OH 44194. Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” on your
check in the memo section.
++++

Music in Worship Next Week
Sunday, May 8, 2022
4th Sunday of Easter/Mother’s Day

8:30
10:00

Organ
Chapel Chimers, Joyful Noise

THE FIRST CHURCH
STAFF
Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org
Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org
Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org
Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who
are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill
out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or
hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in
Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please
seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.

INFORMATION
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day
Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the
tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United
Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and
seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the
church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in
November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month
and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every
member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.

PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow,
and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized.
COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current.
All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for
the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.
All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary.

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm
Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook
Give online. Scan the QR code to view
one of the giving options available.

