
 



THE FESTIVAL OF EASTER 
 

April 17, 2022                                9:00 & 11:00 AM 

Jesus is our hope for eternal life, the One who shows us how to live for others. 
 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 
 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

 

TOWER CHIMES 9:00 AM:  Jessica Price   11:00 AM: Dale Neth  
 

 
 
 

MEDITATION  “Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the 
whole staircase.”    Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

PRELUDE  Dawn (1922)              D. C. Jenkins 

                (1889 – 1978) 
A glorious Eastertide begun 

    While yet are sparkling in the sun 
    Large raindrops of the night storm passed 
    And days of Lent are gone at last…  

(from “Easter Dawn” by Frances R. Havegal: 1879) 
 

 

INTROITUS  Hallelujah (1742)            G. F. Händel 
        from The Messiah                     (1685 – 1759) 
 

TRADITION AT THE FIRST CHURCH IS THE CONGREGATION SINGING THIS WORK, 
HERALDING THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD. 

THE SATB-OCTAVO IS PRINTED IN YOUR BULLETIN 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                (based on Revelation 5: 11-14) 
Leader: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
Leader: Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures 

and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of 
myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, 

People: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" 

Leader: And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, 

People: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor 
and glory and might forever and ever!" 

Leader: And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down 
and worshiped. 

 
 



*HYMN #182  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today          EASTER HYMN 

      FIRST BRASS 
 



*OPENING PRAYER  
This is the day that You have made, life-giving God.  Joining with angels and 
archangels and with the chorus that is rising throughout all the earth, we will 
rejoice and be glad this day. You take our endings and You make Your new 
beginnings.  Your surprise astound us in places where we expected that You 
were absent.  You challenge us to reconsider what is possible.  Living Lord, 
Savior Christ, we praise You, for You are raised by the power of God and there 
is a new creation and new life and, by Your grace, we are in it!  Alleluia! Amen. 

 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READING                   Acts 10:34-43 
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea 
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but 
to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

        Matthew 28:1-10 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as 
he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left 
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly 



Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his 
feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

GRATIA TIBI  Thanks Be to Thee            T. Tallis 
        CHANCEL CHOIR        (1505 – 1585) 
 

ANTHEM   Alleluia! He Lives! (1988)            A. Pote 

                          (*1945) 
 

SERMON   “Angels and Earthquakes”      Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #181  Alleluia! The Strife Is O’er                  VICTORY 

 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)             (Colossians 1:15-20) 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in Him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through 
Him and for Him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that He might come to have first place in 
everything. For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through 
Him God was pleased to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, by making peace through the blood of His cross. 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY  Lord, Jesus Christ, We Greet You (2020)     Floice R. Lund 

     (World premiere)                                         (*1938) 
                          Composer-In-Residence 

                Orch: Olefirowicz 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                  OLD HUNDRETH L.M. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Generous and surprising God, when we thought that death had claimed Your 
only Son, You amazed us with the resurrection. Surprise us again with Your 
ability to turn these humble offerings into gifts that will transform the world 
through our witness to Your love.  We lay our very lives at Your feet, O God, 
knowing that You will use us to proclaim and embody the gospel.  Amen. 

 

 
 
 



*HYMN #193  Thine is the Glory     JUDAS MACCABEUS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 

*BENEDICTUS  Joy Fills the Morning (excerpt)                   A. Lotti 
                                    (1667 – 1740) 
                                        arr. Dickinson 

 

The congregation is kindly asked to be seated for the POSTLUDE. 
 

POSTLUDE  An Easter Celebration  (2008)                     CRUCIFER 

             JUDAS MACCABEUS 
                    DIADEMATA 

                          arr. Raney 
 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 

********************************************************************* 

AV TEAM CAMERA CREW:  Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,  
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster 
HYMNS: Pilgrim Hymnal, #3034682    
OPENING PRAYER:  Jerret, Christine. Online. 
www.christinejerrett.wordpress.com/tag/prayer/. Accessed 13 April 2022.                

********************************************************************* 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in honor of the 54th wedding anniversary 
of Richard and Blanche Olefirowicz, by Joseph R. Olefirowicz. 

********************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

********************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO 

 HELP KEEP THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

********************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

http://www.christinejerrett.wordpress.com/tag/prayer/


 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 



 
 



Music at First - Easter Sunday 2021 
The First Church of Nashua 

Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO - Minister of Music 
 

Chancel Choir 
 

   SOPRANO    ALTO 
          

Laura Amrein    Brianne Biastoff + 

Kathryn Bell    Carol Butler 

Ellie Freeman    Pat Darrin 

Marie Greene    Deborah Kneeland 

Deborah Graham Nordyke Adele Langguth   

   Janet Poisson +    Leslie Woodard 

   Elizabeth Scofield     

   Norma MacKinley Smith 

Cynthia Whitney      

        

   TENOR     BASS 
    

David Rivera Bozon +  George Gardner 

Charlie Morris    David Hotham 

Harry Nordyke   Frank Iovieno 

Stephen Ostermiller   Raymond B. Johnson + 

Craig Plummer       
+ Staff Singer Quartet 

       

First Brass 
 

Max Ignas – trumpet 1 (lead) 

Jake Baldwin – trumpet 2 

Orlando Pandolfi – horn 

Brandon Newbould – trombone 

Mat Behler – tuba 

Timur Rubinstehyn – timpani 
    

 

 



Christian Formation Corner 
Childcare is available today at both the 9:00 & 11:00 AM worship services for infants-
age 5. There is no Sunday School. 
The regular schedule returns next Sunday, April 24. 
 

In the Sunday School this month: 

 Children ages 3, 4, and K and Grades 1 & 2 learn about Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem, 
The Empty Tomb and Jesus’ Garden Appearance  

 Grades 3 & 4 and 5 & 6 learn about Jesus Breaking Bread with Disciples and 
Resurrection, Paul’s Nephew Stands Up 

 Make a Difference Grades 7 & 8 culminate their Tornado Victim Mission today having 
raised over $1,000.  Cookies with Compassion sales are today after the services. 

 

Finals Week Care Packages for our college students - The M.A.D. team will assemble 
the packages on April 24.  Candy donations are gratefully accepted.  Donation buckets are 
at the welcome center and the courtyard entrance.  Please leave donations by April 24. 
Let our young people know we care! 
 

Update your student’s college address!  Parents of College Students, please send your 
child’s name and current address for the Finals Week Care Packages to LeeAnne at 
lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org, by April 18. We are generating a new list of labels. 
 

 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 
 

Bible, Friends, and Coffee will not meet on Monday, April 18. 
++++ 

Coffee with Rev. Nancy – Join Rev. Nancy at Riverwalk Café, on Tuesdays from 2:00 
until 3:00 PM for coffee and conversation.  Sign-up is not necessary. 

++++ 

Come Learn about Alzheimer’s Disease - Have you worried about your loved one’s 
memory?  Are you concerned about your own memory?  If so this series might be just for 
you.  Come learn about Alzheimer’s Disease (AD), its causes and what you may be able 
to do to prevent AD from developing. 
Rev. Jami and Jocelyn Henning will offer two identical introductory sessions on Thursday 
April 21, from 7-8:30 PM and one on Monday April 25, from 2:30-4:00 PM in the 
downstairs dining room.  Please contact the church office to sign up for a seat as spaces 
will be limited. 

++++ 

Grounds Clean-up: Saturday, April 30, 8:30 – 11:30 AM - Looking for volunteers!  
Bring your tools and gloves and help clean up the grounds.  Coffee and donuts will be 
served!  Contact Doug Brenner or the church office with any questions. 

++++ 

Tower to Tower Presentation - Join Rev. Andy on Monday, May 9 at 7:00 PM for a 
presentation on his “historical” bike ride from one Nashua to another. Along with fascinating 
stories, he’ll have his bicycle, gear and maps and introduce us to self-contained cycling. 
Snacks and beverages provided. Please sign up at the welcome center or online. Feel free 
to invite your friends.    

mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org


Women’s Association Lunch Outing - All women of the church are invited to join the 
Women’s Association at 110 Grill, 27 Trafalgar Square in Nashua for lunch on May 14 at 
11:30 AM.  Meet at the church at 11:00 AM if you would like to carpool, otherwise meet at 
the restaurant at 11:30.  Sign up at the welcome center. 
Contact Bea Dillaby or Carol Butler with any questions. 

++++ 

Tower to Tower Fundraiser - During his spring sabbatical Rev. Andy will be going on the 
road for a 2,000 mile Tower to Tower Historical Ride that will take him from Nashua, Iowa 
to Nashua, NH to raise awareness of The First Church Nashua’s profound history and raise 
$75,000 for our tower renovations. Nashua’s Goodale’s Bike Shop will support Rev. Andy’s 
cycling needs on this week’s long trip. To make a donation go to: 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/tower-to-tower-historical-ride/donate 

++++ 

The First Music Concert Series is looking for members and friends in the congregation 
to help hang 10 posters for upcoming concerts, in regional and local venues that allow non-
profit posters to hang in their windows or on their bulletin boards.  Please contact Joseph 
in the music office, or for more information. 

++++ 

Ukraine Assistance – The United Church of Christ is appealing for support of the folks in 
the Ukraine. Gifts made to UCC Ukraine Relief Fund will provide shelter, food, and other 
care to war refugees and internally displaced people. All donations will be deposited into 
the International Disasters fund designated for “Ukraine Relief.” Your generous financial 
support will be used by our partners in the areas of greatest need.  
Donate at https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal or mail a 
check made payable to the United Church of Christ PO BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH 44194. 
Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” on your check in the memo section. 

++++ 

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the worship page 
for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. You may also submit a 
confidential prayer by calling the church office. 

++++ 

Soup Kitchen Emergency Shelter Tours are being offered to anyone who would like to 
see the new shelter construction in progress.  All meet at 35 Spring Street at 4:00 PM. 
Tours will take place on: Monday, April 11 and Tuesday, April 26.  Please contact 
Susannah Abbot to make a reservation at susannah@nsks.org. 
 
The First Church Thrift Shop is open on Thursdays, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM. They are now 
accepting donations of SPRING & SUMMER CLOTHING:  Boys’ and girls’ clothing up to 
size 14, baby clothes, women’s clothing (all sizes), costume jewelry, pocket books and 
accessories, small knickknacks.  Leave donations - clean and in good repair - in the marked 
bin in the courtyard lobby.  Contact the church office with any questions.   

++++ 
Prayer Shawl Ministry – Crafted by the loving hands and hearts of parishioners, this 
ministry strives to bring comfort and healing to those in need and to those celebrating.  This 
vital ministry is looking for more knitters and crocheters.  For more information, speak with 
Rev. Jami.  

https://www.trekbikes.com/us/en_US/retail/goodalesnashua/?y_source=1_MTc1OTExMTYtNzE1LWxvY2F0aW9uLndlYnNpdGU%253D
https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GIVEN 

In grateful THANKS for the promise Easter! 
 

GIVEN BY 
Dick and Judi Easton 

Patricia Mullin 
 

GIVEN IN CELEBRATION OF 
Our family, by Lloyd and Carol Butler 

Our daughter, Michelle, and her family and 
 our son, Michael and his family by Sue and Steve Haas 

 
 

GIVEN IN HONOR OF 
My grandchildren, by Deb Batchelder 

My grandchildren Kayla, Eric, Cole, Luke, Natalie,  
and Maya, by Carole Chapman 
Dear Friends, by Carol Decker 

Leslie and David Ray, by Andy and Alison Dillman 
All who passed before, by Sonja Lee 

The people of Ukraine, by Dick and Dot Gillespie 
Our grandson, Logan, Kneeland, by Bruce and Deb Kneeland 

Family and Friends, by Judy and Fred McManus 
The Easter Lily Team, by Kay Potfora 

Our parents, by Roy and Sandra Rumbaugh 
Our parents, by Jack and Caryl Sullivan 

The Wolf, Davis, Fisher, Lawrence, and Murphy Families, by 
 Heidi, Ed, Teddy and Annie Davis 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GIVEN IN MEMORY OF 
Matthew Baldwin, by Ray and Carol Baldwin 
My loving husband, Don, by Cheryl Barrett 

Maurice and Arlene Barrett, by Doug and Roberta Barrett 
My parents, James and Mary McComsey, 

 and my husband, George Borski, by Nancy Borski 
Our sisters, Barbara Boyd and Nancy Berry, by Ed and Susie Boyd 

Susie’s brother, Peter Retkevicz, by Ed and Susie Boyd 
Ada and Emil Carlson, by Cyndy Carlson 

Florence and G. Harold Philips, by Cyndy Carlson 
My parents, Bill and Pauline Richardson, by Carole Chapman 

Frances Crosby, by Jake Crosby and Mike and Gale Cummings 
Genice Lintott and Lucille Lintott Cudhea, by Cameron Cudhea 

Paul Messier, by Mike and Gale Cummings 
Alma and Ray Cannon, by Pat and Jay Darrin 

Loved ones, by Carol Decker 
Marilyn Dillman, by Andy and Alison Dillman 

Our loving father and grandfather, Charles E. Drew, by the Drew Family 
Our dear Aunt Joni, by the Drew Family 

Virginia Batista, by Zenalia Eaves 
Manuel Cabral, by Zenalia Eaves 

Dorothy O’Hara Eaves, by Don Eaves 
Loved ones, by John and Sue Englander 

My father-in-law, Leo Fiorini, by Krista Swanson Fiorini 
My parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. Gardner, by George Gardner 

Our parents, by Steve and Sue Haas 
Family, by Sonja Lee 

My wife, Doris, by Richard W. Lustig 
Fred Matthes, by Diane Matthes 

Family and friends, by Bill and Kathie McIntyre 
Jamie L. Mohrmann, by Richard A. Mohrmann 

Joy Morhmann, by Richard. D. Mohrmann 
J. Thomas and Elizabeth G. Okonak, by Paul and Jacqueline Okonak 

Joseph R. and Ann L. Katusa, by Paul and Jacqueline Okonak 
Loved ones, by Arlene Richmond 

 
 
 



 
Son, David Shattuck and husband, Leon Shattuck, by Suzanne Shattuck 

Beloved husband, Jerry Spade, by Shirley Spade 
Frederick Spaney, Jr., by Lucinda Spaney 

Lucille T. Spaney, by Lucinda Spaney 
Roger Stone and William and Wanda Voges, by Jim and Maribeth Stone 

Carolyn and Preston Mulrooney, by Jim and Maribeth Stone 
My parents, my sons, Mark and Sean, and Donna Osborne, by Trish Stone 

Peter Testa and Donna Phillips, by Susan Testa 
Pete Tucker, by Beve Tucker 

Allison Tucker, by Beve Tucker 
My mon and dad, Alfred and Lillian Washburn, by Jane E. Washburn 

Mother, Elizabeth Webster, by Dennis Webster 
Sister, Nancy Garceau, by Dennis Webster 

Grandmother, May J. Leach, by Dennis Webster 
June and Warren Howe, by Ken and Cindy Wester 

Eleanor Whitaker and Eric Whitaker –  
with love from your family – by Norman Whitaker 

Robert Dowst – beloved husband, father, grandfather, by Leslie Woodard  
 
 

GIVEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
Tom Hickey and Roseanne Hickey, by Pam and Mike Hickey 

The Trainor and Mercer Families and Friends, by Ed and Karen Mercer 
My husband, Tom, by Arlene Richmond 

 

 

 

 

Easter Blessings 
 

 

 

 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping with us for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary 

or fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering 

plate or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of 

fellowship, in Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of 

First Church please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various 

boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon and 1:00-4:00pm 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options  available. 
 

mailto:jboyle@tfcucc.org

