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A Message from Rev. Andy
Adventure or Sabbatical?
Friends,
Many of you have referred to my ride from Tower to Tower---Nashua, IA to
Nashua, NH as an adventure. That’s partially true. Adventure awaits, but only between long stretches of monotony. Here’s an example--- I once counted
to 16,000. That’s right. I counted 1, 2, 3, 4, 5…all the way to 16,000. What
did I count? The number of pedaling revolutions between water stops on a
hot, flat stretch of earth in eastern Montana. Yes, cycling is an adventure, but
there are long periods of time when tomorrow feels like yesterday.
I make this important distinction because you have entrusted to me time for a
sabbatical and not an adventure. I’ve already been living an adventure as
your pastor! When God called us together into ministry on June 26th, 2016,
our adventure began. Who had any idea what would lie ahead? It wasn’t that
long ago that we celebrated the Epic Installation of Revs. Jami, Ken and me.
Afterward, we signified the 333rd Anniversary of our founding by designating Revs. Jim and Jeff as our Pastors Emeriti and named the Christian Education Office after Pat Harris. Many of you remember fondly “camping in the
church” in the aftermath of a busted boiler. Like the Hebrews wandering in
the wilderness, we pitched our tents to worship in Nauss Hall, the Dining
Room, and Fellowship Hall!
Who could have imagined what would lie ahead due to the upheaval brought
about by a pandemic? Still, our ministry team and lay leaders responded. In a
matter of weeks, we set into place policies and practices that allowed our
ministry to adapt to an ever-changing landscape. Without a doubt, this has
been the most challenging experience I’ve ever had in ministry and yet the
most rewarding. I enter this sabbatical grateful for the adventure we have
shared together in public and personal ways. There’s an element of love and
trust in all of it that confirms God’s calling on our lives 6 years ago.
In the Christin lexicon, Advent is that time when God breaks in, so an adventure is literally a time when we let go of the reins upon our lives and to trust
in God’s guidance through the Holy Spirit. I’m confident that will happen for
me when God will transform monotony into monastic moments, which will
give me more of God’s perspective on what we’ve lived together and clarity
on our call going forward. While I’m on Sabbatical, your adventure will
continue in the faithful care of Revs. Jami and Nancy and our ministry team.
Their love and leadership will make this a special time for all of you. Please
hold the Armstrong family in your prayers as we hold you in ours.
Together with you in ministry,
Rev. Andy
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Movie Night
at

First Church
Friday May 20, 2022
7PM - Dining Room
Guess which 2010 American romantic movie drama, starring Julia Roberts as Elizabeth Gilbert and based
on Gilbert’s 2006 memoir of the
same name, we’ll be showing that
night. Hopefully you guessed it.
Why not just say the film title? Because of kooky copyright laws.
Okay, here’s another hint, the title
has three words and all the words
are verbs. Another hint? Some say
this is a “Chic Flick” and though
they wouldn’t be wrong there are a
lot of men who love this film. You
will too. Come relax, socialize, eat
popcorn and get inspired. We’re
sure to have a good time. See you
there.
Rev. Jami

On April 10, we were pleased to
welcome the following folks into
our church membership: Sonja Lee,
Erik Nigen, Janet (Jan) Swanson and
Malcolm (Mal) Swanson. Look for
their bios and pictures in the June
newsletter.
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All Boards meet on Monday, May
2. The evening begins with dinner at
6:00 PM in the dining room.
Baptism - Any adult desir ing to be
baptized or to have their child baptized is asked to call the church office
to schedule an appointment with one
of the pastors.

ing.
Upon completion of each
shawl, a final blessing is said before
being sent to the individual. Prayer
shawls bless recipients by knowing
they are wrapped in loving prayers
of healing and celebration from their
fellow parishioners. This vital ministry is looking for more knitters and
crocheters. For more information,
speak with Karen Bianchi, Kay Potfora, or Rev. Jami.
The Holiday Fair cr aft gr oup
meets on the third Wednesday of the
month, April through October to prepare for the Christmas Fair on
November 4, 5, 6, 2022. If you
would like to participate in the crafting or have ideas to share, please
contact Jocelyn Henning or Sandy
Gribbin. The group will meet on
May 18, at 4:30 PM in the dining
room.
Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality
will meet on Sundays May 8 and
May 22. Join Rev. Jami in the dining
room at 11:30 AM.

Coffee with Rev. Nancy - Join Rev.
Nancy at Riverwalk Café on Tuesdays form 2:00-3:00 PM for coffee
and conversation.

Visit our website at
www.tfcucc.org to view all the activities and events going on at First
Church. If you would like to receive
notification that the newsletter has
been posted, sign up at the bottom of
the “newsletter” page. If you wish to
go paperless, please notify Sue
Englander to have your name removed from the mailing list.

Hospitalizations - If you or a family member is hospitalized, please
contact the church office.

Find us on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/
FirstChurchNashua

Bible, Friends & Coffee meets on
Mondays at 9:30 AM in the parlor.

Help Keep our Records Current.
If you have a change of name, address, phone number or email address
please let the church office know.
Membership Orientation - Sunday,
May 15, 11:30 AM – For those
wishing to learn more about The First
Church and become members of our
faith community, please join us for
an orientation and informational
meeting in room 15 in the Walker
Building. Contact the church office
to register or for more information.
The Prayer Shawl MinistryCrafted by the loving hands and
hearts of parishioners, this ministry
strives to bring comfort and healing
to those in need and to those celebrat-

Sympathy is extended to: Sherry
Brosseau on the death of her mother,
Sally LaBarre on April 7; the family
and friends of Jane Bangert, who
died on April 8; Jan Hanks and family on the death of her husband,
Chuck, on April 19.
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05/02
05/02
05/03
05/07
05/08
05/10
05/12
05/12
05/13
05/13
05/17
05/22
05/23
05/24
05/26
05/29
05/29
05/31

John Daniels
Bill Hatch
George Gardner
Nancy Drohan
Pat Whitney
Joseph Drohan
Ed Boyd
Ronald Rose
Richard Farr
Terri Metrano
Barbara Robb
Bill Jaquith
Virginia Fellows
Pam Hickey
Jean Lyons
Priscilla Evans
Warren Leuteritz
William Bridge

Save the Date for the Horton
Center Family Weekend
August 26-28, 2022
All women of the church are invited to join the Women’s Association at 110 Grill, 27 Trafalgar
Square in Nashua for lunch on
May 14 at 11:30 AM. Meet at the
church at 11:00 if you would like
to carpool. Otherwise, meet at the
restaurant at 11:30. Sign up at the
welcome center. Contact Bea
Dillaby or Carol Butler with any
questions.
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God’s children of all ages are welcome! Some of our tightest bonds
of Christian Fellowship are formed in
outdoor ministry.
For more information contact
LeeAnne at lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org.

THE JUNE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: MONDAY, MAY 9.
PLEASE SEND ITEMS TO SUE
ENGLANDER. THANK YOU.

Activity Packets for Sunday
School Children

Tower to Tower Presentation
Join Rev. Andy on May 9th at 7 PM
for a presentation on his “historical”
bike ride from one Nashua to another.
Along with fascinating stories, he’ll
have his bicycle, gear and Maps and
introduce us to self-contained cycling.

Snacks and beverages provided. Please sign up
at the welcome center or online.
Feel free to invite your friends.
The purpose of Rev. Andy’s ride from Nashua, Iowa to Nashua, NH is
to raise awareness of The First Church Nashua’s profound history and
raise $75,000 for our tower renovations. Nashua’s Goodale’s Bike
Shop will support Rev. Andy’s cycling needs on this week’s long trip.
To make a donation go to:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/tower-to-tower-historical-ride/donate

In May, Jesus Blesses the Children Activity
Packets are being mailed to all of the young
children in the Sunday School. The packets
include the Jesus Blesses the Children Bible
Story and activity pages. Also included are
links to the reading of the Bible Story by
Stacey Plummer and to a singalong with
Steve Blunt.
This is the final Activity Packet to be
mailed this Spring. The Christian Formation Board hopes that this special mailing
will support families’ efforts at home to
help their children understand the Seasons
of the church and that God loves all of our
church family, especially the children.
As with adult church members, it has been
difficult for children to join us at church at
times. This mailing also sends the message
that Sunday School is open and looking forward to seeing all of our children again on
Sunday mornings.
We hope that all families will encourage
their children to open the packet they receive, learn about Jesus and have some fun
with the activities. They might even like to
share these activities with a friend or family
member.

The First Church Scholarship Committee is proud of all of the high school seniors
who will be honored on May 8 and is looking forward to Sunday, June 12 when
we will have the honor to award scholarships to the deserving recipients for their
extensive service to the First Church community. Please join us at the 10:00 AM
service that day to celebrate our church’s youth.
The Scholarship Committee would also like to take this opportunity to make all
members and friends of First Church aware of the scholarship fund. Donations of
any amount made at any time are greatly appreciated and help the fund to grow
allowing the church to offer more and larger scholarship awards. Please consider donating to the scholarship fund this season. Donations can be made in honor
or memory of someone special to you or simply in celebration of this ministry of
First Church. Simply fill out the form below, note “Scholarship Fund” in the memo line on your check and
place the form and check in the offering plate or drop them off in the church office. Thank you!
** If you are interested in making a larger donation to fund either a one-time, or annual scholarship, please
contact Stacey Plummer.
Name: ________________________________________
My scholarship donation is being made in honor of ______________________________
My scholarship donation is being made in memory of ____________________________
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Outreach Focus
of the Month

The Adult Learning Center (ALC) is
celebrating its 50th anniversary. We
were established in October of 1972
by Dottie Oliver. Dottie, who passed
away in May of 2020, founded the
agency to serve the 28% of the city
population at that time who had not
completed high school. She was especially concerned about the futures
of the young mothers in our community who had dropped out of high
school. To address the issue, Dottie
opened a GED program, and simultaneously provided childcare, in the
basement of a Main Street church.
Although the GED is now known as
the HiSET, preparation for the exam
through Adult Basic Education
(ABE) classes and childcare remain
at the core of our mission 50 years
later.
We are proud of our ability to provide academic skills, job training,
and the support services needed for
adults of every age and national
origin to achieve more productive
lives for themselves and their families. In our recent annual report we
featured three of our truly inspiring
success stories. Daynara came to us
from Brazil and very quickly went
from being a student in our English
as a Second Language (ESL) classes
to working as a classroom aide. Anya, from Ukraine, is our Enrollment
Coordinator as well as an amazing
ESL teacher. Yurie came to us from
Japan, quickly mastered English, and
now works as our Data Specialist.
All three are outstanding employees
and embody our mission.
With respect to our programs, ESL
and ABE classes are thriving. Since
July 2021, we have enrolled 315 students in ABE classes and 831 students from 75 countries in ESL classes. We continue to run on-line classes; however, we are back to in per-

son instruction and it is going well.
All of us who work in our building at
4 Lake Street enjoy, once again, seeing students in the classrooms. It
feels good!
We continue to increase the number
of children in our full-time childcare.
We started back from the pandemic,
low and slow in October of 2020.
We are now at 42 children and plan
to be at full capacity, or 65 children,
by fall. We want to again thank the
many church members who provided
our children with mittens this past
winter.
At Clearway, our alternative high
school, over 50 at-risk teenagers are
on the path to receiving their high
school credential and looking forward to an in-person graduation in
June.
We are currently caring for over 500
children in our before and after

school program, on site at 17 elementary schools in Nashua, Merrimack, Litchfield and Hollis. Providing a safe place for children to be,
before and after school, allows their
parents peace of mind while they
work.
Our work has never been more critical. The world is changing rapidly
but by building on a solid foundation
of education and job training, our
students can find their own path
while contributing to the greater
good and diverse social fabric of our
community.
We will be celebrating our 50th anniversary this fall at an evening event
taking place at Rivier University.
Please be on the lookout for further
details.
Thank you for your continued support of the Adult Learning Center.
Carol Baldwin,
Executive Director

Thank You to the Flower Team

Thank you to the Flower Team for decorating the sanctuary for Easter:
Karen Menchion, Beth Bartlett, Pat Roberts, Kay Potfora, Dennis Webster, Barbara Shannon and Mike Shannon. Thank you to the parishioners who ordered flowers. The sanctuary looked beautiful and festive.

Vacation Bible School Big Dreams, Dream Big
July 18-22, 2022
What are you dreaming about? People dream Big Dreams in the Bible and we
have Big Dreams for today. Come vision and dream as we explore the wonder
in Creation and the Word as we sing, craft, worship, play and tell stories in
VBS at First Church Nashua. Please reach out and let me know you can volunteer at lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org. Please register your child today! Registration forms online at https://tfcucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/sundayschool-registration-fillable-2021.pdf . Use the Sunday School Registration
form and forward to me with Vacation Bible School in the subject line. I really appreciate your careful attention to keep me up to date with your most current information for your children. Thanks for Dreaming Big this summer
Church!
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Foundations of Christian Formation
Family Life

With LeeAnne Steenhoek
Bzz! Bzz! What’s the Buzz in Christian Formation?
 Heifer collection raised important monies from our Sunday School
 Make a Difference raised over $1,000 dollars for tornado relief
 Senior High School Youth group meets May 1 and the 15 in the Fireside
Room at 11:30 AM
 Senior Recognition Breakfast and Recognition will take place for our High
School graduating Seniors and their families May 8 at 8:30 AM for breakfast and recognition at the 10:00 worship service
 Confirmation Meets May 1 and 22 at 11:30 AM in the Fireside Room
 Confirmation Retreat is Saturday May 14 from 12:00-4:00 PM to create
their class statement of faith, vows for confirmation and becoming members of First Church
 Pre-K-Grade 2 is learning the Liturgy of Light, Fruits of the Spirit and
Pentecost in Sunday school
 Grades 3-6 are learning about Paul and his journey and letters to his
churches
 Make a Difference is mounting new missions. Stay tuned!!!
What’s all the Buzz with Bees?!
Our volunteers, teachers and greater church family are all the lovely pollinators of the fruits of the Spirits. The Fruits
of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

My daughter Genevieve crocheted bunches
of bees for us in Christian Formation praying lots of love into our faith family.
Other important Bees:
 Bee kind
 Bee happy
 Bee Attitudes- Beatitudes!
 Bee Peace
 Beelieve

Paintings on display in the link.

Family of Faith,
I’m writing to express deep appreciation for your work in Christian Formation at First Church. You show
up, you give your full attention to
our work and keep the focus with
me on our spiritual journey BEING
THE CHURCH. We minister to
baby Devlyn in the nursery, students
and teachers in Shaw Chapel and on
Family Forum and Devotionals with
our elders. We’ve started a new
Senior High Youth Group this
Spring. We rally for tornado victims
in Make a Difference. We’re all part
of each other’s story. Sometimes we
walk together, sometimes we walk
alone but ever present is the one
who chose us and chooses us, the
Holy One who loves us and calls us
each by name. We know his voice
and working together we grow
God’s territories in our hearts and in
this broken world.
Jesus was not a victim. Jesus knew
and knows the Path leading us to the
Light. When a room is dark, we
don’t sit around talking about the
dark which yields more darkness, we
look to whatever single light dispels
darkness. Even in a New England
power outage in the bleak midwinter
we pull out our candles and gather
around the Light. May we continue
to bless and be blessed holding up
the Light of Christ one to another
and our world.
Peace of Christ be with you!
In love and gratitude,
LeeAnne

Senior High Youth Group, and their
leaders, with their Aurora Borealis
paintings.

More CF News on pages 3 & 4.
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Palm Fronds in our “We Are Family” Ganaian Sculpture were transformed into Palm
Frond Crosses in our classrooms as we
anticipate and Welcome Easter. We are
Easter People!

Notes from the Chancel
Ukraine Benefit Raises over $9,000
On April 10, the First Music Concert Series pivoted its “Four Hands
– One Grand” concert to include
the element of fundraising for the
national UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL of the UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST. 175 attendees of the after concert donated an incredible $9,067 over a two
hour period to benefit the Ukraine.
It was truly a heartwarming afternoon to see such enthusiasm for
supporting such an important
cause. Ukranian piano soloist LIANA PANIYEVA and her Turkish colleague CIHAN YÜCEL were quite
moved at the audience response to their program. Kudos to the Music Committee of The First Church for managing such a landmark fundraising event!
The Artist fees on the day were paid through the generosity of the FRIENDS
OF FIRST MUSIC.

Minister of Music
in Munich
Joseph had a quick hop across the
pond right before Holy Week, to
conduct the 70th Anniversary concert of the Munich Radio Orchestra, for national broadcast on Bavarian Radio and Television. The
replay of the concert from Munich’s stunning Prinz-RegentenTheater was even broadcast right before Palm Sunday Mass from Rome!
The program included many beloved melodies from Germany and the US,
which would have been heard on the radio in the 1950’s. Bernstein, Berlin,
Rodgers and Porter were joined with works by Grothe, Fischer, Ziehrer and
Straus.

Men’s Choir to
Reconvene in June

Choral Union to Support
Rite Of Confirmation

Men of The First Church: that time
of year is coming upon us once
more! Dust off those rusty vocal
chords and get ready to support worship on Father’s Day. Rehearsals
begin in June on a Tuesday and
Thursday sequence at 6:30 PM.
Look for more information in the
coming bulletins and the June Newsletter!

The First Church Choral Union, a
massed choir joining the forces of all
of our main vocal ensembles from
grade 8 through adult, will gather to
support the Rite of Confirmation on
June 5, 2022. Rehearsals begin on
Wednesday, May 18 at 6:45 PM.
If you are interested in joining this
seasonal choir, please contact Joseph
Olefirowicz.
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Final Concert of the 14th
First Music Season
The Ben Rosenblum Sextet will
come to FIRST MUSIC on Sunday
May 15 at 3PM. The young, vibrant jazz ensemble will delight the
concert audience with tunes both old
and new. Come and see these JAZZ
MASTERS in the closing (11th!)
concert on the fourteenth season of
the FIRST MUSIC CONCERT SERIES. As always, admission is free
through the generosity of the
FRIENDS OF FIRST MUSIC

May 2022
Sunday, May 1
Third Sunday of Easter/ Communion
8:30 & 10:00 Staff Singer Quartet
Sunday, May 8
4th Sunday of Easter/Mother’s Day
8:30 Organ
10:00 Chapel Chimers, Joyful Noise
Sunday, May 15
5th Sunday of Easter
8:30 & 10:00 Chancel Choir
Sunday, May 22
6th Sunday of Easter
8:30 & 10:00 Decibells
10:00 Chancel Choir
Sunday, May 29
7th Sunday of Easter
8:30 & 10:00 Zach Grass, tuba
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Happy Mother’s
Day!

Preventing Alzheimer’s Disease
Yes, you can!
Rev. Jami and Jocelyn Henning will host six
video sessions about the science of preventing
Alzheimer’s beginning the first week in May.
Rev. Jami will facilitate sessions on Tuesday
afternoons from 2:30-4:00 PM on May 3, 10,
17, 24, 31 and June 7. Jocelyn will facilitate
the same sessions on Thursday evenings from
6:30-8:00 PM May 5, 12, 19, 26, June 2 and 9.
Sessions will be held in the dining room, with a
couple of exceptions. Come learn about this
epidemic and what you can do to avert it.

Inside this issue:
Christian Formation……………………………..................page 5
First Music Concert Series………………………….……...page 7
Movie Night……………………………………………......page 1
Notes from the Chancel………………...…………………..page 6
Rev. Andy’s Message…………………………………...….page 1
Outreach Focus of the Month…………………………...….page 4
Scholarship Fund……………………………………...…....page 3
Tower to Tower Presentation………………………….…...page 3
Women’s Association Lunch Outing………………………page 2

