
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational – United Church of Christ 
 
† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 

 

June 19, 2022                                             9:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

TOWER CHIMES                           Dale Neth 
 
 

 

MEDITATION  "We need to find God, and God cannot be found in noise 
and restlessness. God is the friend of silence. See how 
nature - trees, flowers, grass - grows in silence; see the 
stars, the moon and the sun, how they move in silence. We 
need silence to be able to touch souls."     Mother Teresa 

 

 
 

PRELUDE  Nine Hymn Preludes               G. Young 
     vi. Offertory on DENNIS      (1919 – 1998) 
      i. Prelude on ST. CATHERINE  

 
 

 

INTROIT   Gather All Around          K. Heider 
      MEN’S CHOIR                  (*1940) 
          (Premiere)     Arranger-In-Residence 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: Beckoning God, You move in our lives inviting us to journey into 

unknown territory. 
People: God, You come into our lives not in the chaos of the whirlwind, not in 

the roar of the earthquake, nor in the crackling heat of the fire. 
Leader: God, You come to us in the sound of sheer silence. 
People: Holy One, quiet our minds, bring peace to our hearts and stillness to 

our bodies that we might meet You in that silence. 
Leader: Holy One, help us to listen for Your still, small voice. 
People: Holy God, companion on our journey, give us the courage to go 

wherever You lead us, trusting that You will prepare the way.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #485  This Is My Father’s World     
 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Lord of the ages, in our busy lives, we do not always make time to be silent in 
Your presence and listen for Your voice.  We want to be strong, yet we often feel 
out of control: buffeted by the winds of change, rocked by the earthquakes in our 
relationships, burned by the fires of doubt.  Forgetting what we cannot see, we 
ask, “Why have You forgotten me?”  Help us trust Your silent presence, even when 
we feel utterly alone.  With the promise of Christ as our hope, lead us from our 
own wilderness wanderings into the well-tended garden of Your love. 
 
 

 A time of silence for personal confession. 
 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
The steadfast presence of God’s love is with you— throughout your journey, 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  Whether you turn away or doubt, whether you 
follow timidly or courageously, you are loved and forgiven in Christ. 

 
 
 

GREETINGS 
 
 
 

ELIZABETH SHIRLEY AWARD 
 
 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READING                       1 Kings 19: 1-15 
Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the 
prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So 
may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of 
one of them by this time tomorrow.” Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for 
his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant 
there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and 
sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; 
now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” Then he 
lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him 
and said to him, “Get up and eat.” He looked, and there at his head was a cake 
baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down 
again. The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get 
up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” He got up, and ate 
and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights 
to Horeb the mount of God. 
At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of 
the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, 
“I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” He 
said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about 



to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not 
in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and 
after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his 
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then 
there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 
away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
GRATIA TIBI  Thanks Be to Thee                   T. Tallis 

                          (1505 – 1585) 
 
 
 

ANTHEM   Be Thou My Vision     Traditional - Irish 
                                      arr. Hunter 
 
 
 

SERMON      “God is in the Silence”                         Rev. Nancy Haynes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #333      Father Almighty, Bless Us With Thy Blessing       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*CENTERING PRAYER (Unison) 
Lord teach us to find You in the silence and enable us to be still and know that 
You are God.  O Lord who answers out of the whirlwind of everyday life, breathe 
in us Your Holy Spirit to strengthen, comfort, and guide us in the midst of the 
storm.  O still, small voice, speak to us that we might become makers of Your 
peace in our homes, in our communities, in our world. AMEN. 
 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE  Holy, Holy, Holy    F. Schubert 
                          (1797 – 1828) 
                                 arr. Ehret 
 

OFFERTORY  Battle Hymn of the Republic               W. Steffe 

  (1830 – 1890) 
                         arr. Wilhousky 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                            OLD HUNDRETH L.M. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Loving God, we share what we have because You share so abundantly with us.  
Quiet our voices, our hearts and our lives so that we can her Your gentle 
whisper and listen to Your guidance. We dedicate these gifts and ourselves to 
Your service.  Bless us and these gifts, that we might be a source of help, hope, 
and joy to a world in need.  With grateful hearts we pray, Amen.    

 

 
 
 
 



*HYMN #77              Be Still My Soul                   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
 
 

BENEDICTUS  Grant Us To Do With Zeal        J. S. Bach 
                             (1685 – 1750) 
                             arr. Treharne 

 

The congregation is kindly asked to be seated for the POSTLUDE. 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE  Nine Hymn Preludes                G. Young 

    ix. Fanfare on AUSTRIAN HYMN      (1919 – 1998)  
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

********************************************************************* 

AV TEAM CAMERA CREW:  Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,  
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster 
COVER ART: Prophet Elijah in the Desert, Artist: Bouts, Dieric, (1415-1475) 
DEACON OF THE DAY: Dale Neth  
LICENSING: CCLI (print) 3034682; CCLI (streaming) 20119862; CCS 12820;  

     OneLicense A-736284 

********************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

********************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO 

 HELP KEEP THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

********************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

********************************************************************* 

 

 

Happy Father’s Day! 
 

 

 

 

 



Music at First – Father’s Day 2022 
The First Church of Nashua 

Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO – Minister of Music 
 

 

Men’s Choir 
 

   TENOR 1      TENOR 2 

 

   Will Lavoie *     Joe Glajch 

   Harry Nordyke    Charles Morris 

   Craig Plummer    Eric Ruthenberg * 

          Scott Taylor * 

 

   BASS 1      BASS 2 

 

   Edward Boyd     Ray Crowell 

   David Hotham     George Gardner 

   Ray Johnson *     Ken Heider 

   Bruce Lund     Frank Iovieno 

          Bill Thompson 

          Bill Thorp 

 
*Staff Singers 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Formation Corner 
 

Summer Childcare –The nursery will be closed for the summer. Please be sure to 
thank our dedicated nursery staff for their ministry and encourage them to rest, 
restore and rejuvenate during this time.  
 

Worship bags containing activities and a children’s bulletin will be provided at the 
welcome center for children to do while in the sanctuary with their family.  
 

Vacation Bible School - Big Dreams, Dream Big - July 18-22, 2022 - What are 
you dreaming about? People dream Big Dreams in the Bible and we have Big 
Dreams for today. Come vision and dream as we explore the wonder in Creation and 
the Word as we sing, craft, worship, play and tell stories in VBS at First Church. 
Volunteers are needed! Please reach out to LeeAnne, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org, to see 
how you can help. Register your child today at: https://tfcucc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/05/VBS-2022-Registration.pdf Use the Sunday School 
Registration form and forward to LeeAnne with Vacation Bible School in the subject 
line.  
 

Horton Center Family Weekend: August 26-28 - Save the date! God’s children of 
all ages are welcome! Some of our tightest bonds of Christian Fellowship are formed 
in outdoor ministry. Enjoy the beauty of the White Mountains in late summer while 
hiking, swimming or just rocking on the porch of the lodge. More information is 
available in the June newsletter or you may contact LeeAnne at 
lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org.  
 

Please be welcoming eyes and ears for the several families getting to know 
First Church Nashua.  
 
 

 

Summer Worship Schedule  
June 19 - September 4, 2022  

One Service at 9:00 AM: In person Worship & Livestream  
Radio Broadcast on WSMN: 12:00 PM 

The nursery will be closed during the summer months.  
Worship bags containing activities and a children’s bulletin 
will be provided at the welcome center for children to do while 
in the sanctuary with their family. 

 

mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org


Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 
 

Third time’s a charm… the crane is due to be here this week on Wednesday and 
Thursday, June 22 and 23 and possibly Friday, Jun 24. Once again, the church office 
will not be open to visitors, but Dianne and Sue will be here to take your calls. 

++++ 

Volunteers needed for food deliveries to the Nashua Soup Kitchen. Our team 
needs 2 or 3 helpers to join us on Saturday mornings, 7:15 - 8:30 AM picking up 
produce, baked goods and frozen meat from Hannaford’s in Nashua and Hudson. 
Please contact Jay Darrin or Curt Potter for more details. Find their contact 
information in the church directory or call the church office.  

++++ 

First Church Cyclists – Join the group for fun, fresh air, fellowship and ice cream. 
New cyclists are always welcome. The next ride is Sunday, June 26 on the 
Derry/Windham/ Salem trail, Manning St. Derry, NH. A complete schedule is posted 
on various bulletin boards around the church and is also available in the June 
newsletter. Contact Ray Baldwin with any questions. His contact information can be 
found in the church directory or by calling the church office. 

++++ 

Tower to Tower Bike Ride and Fundraising - We are excited to announce that 
Rev. Andy arrived in Nashua, NH on Thursday, June 9th.  Check out the updates 
on the website, Facebook Page or your weekly e-News!  Rev. Andy embarked on 
his 2,000 mile Tower to Tower Ride from Nashua, IA to Nashua NH on May 13th.  
On our website you can see all the updates from “On the Road with Rev. Andy” as 
he rode 2,000 miles to support the restoration of the 118-foot bell tower constructed 
in 1893 that houses bells exhibited and played at the Chicago World’s Exhibition in 
1893 and need repair after 100+ years. 
To make a donation to the tower fund, go to: https://www.gofundme.com/f/tower-to- 
tower-historical-ride/donate 
New!!! Another way to support Rev. Andy is to join the “Dollar Per Mile Club”. 

 Any amount per mile  

 Dollar per mile each day  

 Dollar per mile for the week  

 Dollar per mile for the entire trip  
Mileage will be continuously updated on the website.  
Nashua’s Goodale’s Bike Shop is supporting Rev. Andy’s cycling needs on this trip.  

++++ 

The Holiday Fair Craft Group is need of Classico spaghetti sauce jars.  Please 
leave them on the windowsill near the elevator.   
The craft group meets on the third Wednesday of the month through October to 
prepare for the November Holiday Fair. If you would like to participate in the crafting 
or have ideas to share, please contact Jocelyn Henning or Sandy Gribbin. The group 
will meet on July 20, at 4:00 PM in the dining room.  Save the dates for the fair: 
November 4-6, 2022. 



Silent Auction - Rebecca Small will be organizing the Silent Auction at the Holiday 
Craft Fair this year.  Please reach out to her if you have any handmade items, 
baskets, gift cards or anything else you’d like to donate.  If you’d like to donate an 
item and need suggestions, please contact Rebecca. Her contact information is in 
the church directory or you may call the church office. 

++++ 

Nashua Soup Kitchen Backpack Program – Monetary donations are now being 
accepted through July 24 for the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter's backpack 
annual program for new school supplies.  The Outreach Committee’s goal is to 
receive $2,600 to use to fill 70 new backpacks on August 4th.  Send in a check to 
the church office with "NSKS Backpacks" in the memo line.  If you would like to help, 
contact Jocelyn Henning.  Thanks for your ongoing support of the NSKS! 

++++ 

There’s No Place Like Home Charity Golf Tournament” 2022 - The First Church 
is hosting the upcoming Charity Golf Tournament, On Monday October 17 at the 
Nashua Country Club. This year’s tournament benefits Family Promise of Southern 
NH and the Front Door Agency! See the Tournament Flyer, Facebook Page Event, 
or the First Church Website event calendar for all the details.  

++++ 

Ukraine Assistance – The United Church of Christ is appealing for support of the 
folks in the Ukraine.  All donations will be deposited into the International Disasters 
fund designated for “Ukraine Relief.” Your generous financial support will be used by 
our partners in the areas of greatest need.  
Donate at https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal or mail 
a check made payable to the United Church of Christ PO BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH 
44194. Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” on your check in the memo 
section. 

++++ 

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the worship 
page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. You may also 
submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office. 

++++ 

The First Church Thrift Shop is closed for the season.  Thank you for your support 
this year.  Please save your donations until further notice.  

++++ 

Aspects of Christianity - In an effort to further feed the Spirit that is within each of 
us, First Church is making available small brochures that are based on one particular 
area of Christian concern, and consist of scripture and other helpful quotes on that 
topic. Help yourself to one or more of the brochures, which are displayed on the 
windowsill near the Welcome Center. 

++++ 

Help Keep our Records Current.  If you have a change of name, address, phone 
number or email address please let the church office know.  

https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal


Prayer Shawl Ministry – Crafted by the loving hands and hearts of parishioners, 
this ministry strives to bring comfort and healing to those in need and to those 
celebrating.  This vital ministry is looking for more knitters and crocheters.  For more 
information, speak with Rev. Jami.  

++++ 

Music in Worship Next Week  

Sunday, June 26, 2022 

9:00 AM Joseph. R. Olefirowicz, baritone 
++++ 

This Week at First Church 
 

SUN JUN 19    9:00am  Worship 
 

MON JUN 20    4:00pm  Organ Rehearal, sanctuary 
 

TUE JUN 21    4:00pm  First Church at NSKS 
 

WED JUN 22       Crane Work  
 

THU JUN 23      Crane Work 
 

FRI JUN 24     Crane Work 
 

SAT JUN 18  10:00am  Organ Rehearsal, sanctuary 
    11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety, dining room 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule  
June 19 - September 4, 2022  

 

One Service at 9:00 AM 
 In person Worship & Livestream  

 
Summer Office Hours (beginning June 19) 

Monday-Friday: 9:00 AM-Noon and 12:30-3:00 PM 
Closed on Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMER MUSIC SCHEDULE 2022 
 

Each summer, while the music ministry ensembles are on summer break, 
 members of The First Church and the outside community bring their music offerings  

to our summer worship service at 9am. 
 

The following individuals and seasonal ensembles will enhance our worship services… 
 

June 19   MEN’S CHOIR (TTBB) 
 

June 26   JOSEPH R. OLEFIROWICZ, baritone    
 

July 3         ORGAN SUNDAY 
 

July 10          NICOLE PAQUETTE, flute 
      

July 17         SUMMER CHOIR (SATB) 
    (Rehearsal July 13, 6:45-8pm; come one, come all!)  

July 24   CRAIG PLUMMER, tenor 
 

July 31   DALE NETH, solo handbells 
 

August 7        DEBBIE NORDYKE, mezzo soprano  
HARRY NORDYKE, tenor & guitar 

  

August 14  RICHARD BENEFIELD, organ  
      

August 21  CATHERINE CONDI, soprano  
   

August 28      WOMEN’S CHOIR (SA) 
    (Rehearsal Aug 24, 6:45-8pm; come one, come all!) 
 
September 4  MARK A. CLEVELAND, bass-baritone 

 

 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping with us for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary 

or fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering 

plate or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of 

fellowship, in Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of 

First Church please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various 

boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon and 12:30-3:00pm 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options  available. 
 

mailto:jboyle@tfcucc.org

