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Gathered December 16, 1685 

 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

July 10, 2022                                             9:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIMES                      Jessica Price 
 

 

MEDITATION  “Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the 
seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God.” 

 — Exodus 20:9-11 (ESV) 
 

PRELUDE  Suite Modale for Flute and Piano         E. Bloch 

 ii. L’istesso tempo         (1880 – 1959) 
        NICOLE PAQUETTE, flute      
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: God sets the standard on how to treat others.  How shall we answer? 
People: By not forgetting or bypassing those left by the side of the road.  
Leader: How shall we answer when we witness injustice? 
People: By not becoming so focused on our own tribes that we ignore the 

needs of others.  
Leader: How shall we respond to God’s standard? 
People: We shall be the neighbor who responds with kindness, compassion 

and grace to ALL in need. 
 

 

*HYMN #26  O Be Joyful in the Lord! (Next Page)          ROCK OF AGES 

                 

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison) 
God of all compassion and grace, You are the One who called this world into being 
and set the standard for our behavior.  You want to share Your grace, mercy and 
compassion—Your strength—with those who are the outcast; You ache to heal the 
brokenhearted and to bind up the wounds of the lost and rejected folk of this world.  
Such radical love and compassion leave us speechless, but You gave it human form 
and shape in the person of Jesus, in whom Your promises of healing and forgiveness 
were fulfilled.  May this time of worship be a true expression of our desire to meet 
Your standard and be Your agents of care, O God, for the many ways in which You 
bless us, and may our lives reveal our gratitude in all we think, and do, and say.  This 
we pray in Jesus' name.  Amen.  
 

GREETINGS 
 



O Be Joyful in the Lord! 



PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS         Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8, 11 (KJV) 
To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time 
to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; 
A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A time to 
weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away 
stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain 
from embracing; A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast 
away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A 
time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. He hath made every 
thing beautiful in His time: also He hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can 
find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end. 

                 
Psalm 119: 64-68, 72-77, 97-98 (KJV) 

The earth, O LORD, is full of thy mercy: teach me thy statutes. Thou hast dealt well with 
thy servant, O LORD, according unto thy word. Teach me good judgment and 
knowledge: for I have believed thy commandments. Before I was afflicted I went astray: 
but now have I kept thy word. Thou art good, and doest good; teach me thy statutes. 
The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver. Thy hands 
have made me and fashioned me: give me understanding, that I may learn thy 
commandments. They that fear thee will be glad when they see me; because I have 
hoped in thy word. I know, O LORD, that thy judgments are right, and that thou in 
faithfulness hast afflicted me. Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be for my comfort, 
according to thy word unto thy servant. Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may 
live: for thy law is my delight. O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. Thou 
through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever 
with me. 
 

                  Matthew 5: 13-19, 43-48 (NIV) 
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. “Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not 
the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands 
and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may 
 



be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, 
what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet 
only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do 
that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
 
VOLUNTARY  Sonata for Flute and Piano, FP 164 (1957)    F. Poulenc 
     ii. Cantilena (Assez lent)              (1899 – 1963) 
 
 

 
SERMON       “Old Law, Qoheleth and the New Wilderness”  J. R. Olefirowicz 
 

 
HYMN #38  Morning Has Broken (Next Page)                          BUNESSAN 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Morning Has Broken 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
 

*CENTERING PRAYER (Unison) 
You invite us into many places, Holy God in the moments of grace grounded in 
prayer. You invite us into relationships, You invite us into conversation, You 
invite us into action.  When the invitation and standard is difficult to accept, give 
us strength, and compassion, and hope.  When the invitation is to an easy way 
–help us to accept humbly and walk on!  In Christ’s name we ask it.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

OFFERTORY       Drei Romanzen für Flöte und Klavier, Op. 94     R. Schumann 

     ii. Einfach, innig (Semplice affetuoso)               (1810 – 1856) 
         Simple, intimate 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                            OLD HUNDRETH L.M. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Loving God, we present now what we have brought to You.  Things that are 
both visible and invisible.  The coins and paper represent our work and express 
in a clear and visible way our love and gratitude.  We also bring as an offering 
our dreams and hopes.  These invisible gifts and Your standard of love, and 
compassion and are what sustain our lives.  Receive all that we have brought 
in love through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN #413  Son of God, Eternal Savior       WEISSE FLAGGEN 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

 

POSTLUDE  Suite Modale for Flute and Piano           E. Bloch 

iii. Allegro giocoso     



Son of God, Eternal Savior 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

********************************************************************* 

AV TEAM CAMERA CREW:  Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,  
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster 
COVER ART: www.images-knowing-jesus.com – Accessed 5 July 2022.  
DEACON OF THE DAY: Kimberly Lynch 
GUEST PIANIST: Emily Adams 
LICENSING: CCLI (print) 3034682; CCLI (streaming) 20119862; CCS 12820;  

     OneLicense A-736284 

********************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

********************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO 

 HELP KEEP THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

********************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Worship Schedule  
Through September 4, 2022  

One Service at 9:00 AM: In person Worship & Livestream  
Radio Broadcast on WSMN: 12:00 PM 

The nursery will be closed during the summer months.   
 

Summer Office Hours  
Monday-Friday: 9:00 AM-Noon and 12:30-3:30 PM 

Closed on Sunday 
 



Christian Formation: Family Life 
 

Summer Childcare –The nursery is closed for the summer.  Please be sure to 
thank our dedicated nursery staff for their ministry and encourage them to rest, 
restore and rejuvenate during this time.  
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School VBS: Doing something NEW! 

 
WHO DO YOU SAY I AM? Investigating the Mystery of Jesus 
 
A Vacation Bible School Curriculum, This Little Light Ministries, Copyright 2021 
Calling all questers and questioners to help with DETECTIVE WORK for VBS 
at First Church Nashua.  Come explore 5 of Jesus’ “I am” statements from the 
Gospel of John.  Curious to learn more about Jesus?  Let’s gather clues and 
decipher the words and phrases Jesus offers to describe himself.  These 
program activities are STREAM-based (Science, Technology, wRiting, 
Engineering, Art, and Math), mission projects, and movement.  Each day we’ll 
begin and end at AGENCY HEADQUARTERS to receive your Top Secret file 
folder as well as your I.D. badge.  Find the registration form at: 
https://tfcucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/VBS-2022-Registration.pdf  
Fill out the form and forward it to LeeAnne with Vacation Bible School in the 
subject line. Forms are also available in the church office and at the welcome 
center. 
VBS is open to children who are enrolled in the Sunday School program at First 
Church Nashua. 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 
 

 
Summer Choir, a casual SATB (mixed chorus) ensemble, will meet for ONE 
rehearsal on Wednesday July 13 at 6:45-8:00 PM and then will sing on 
Sunday July 17.  There is no registration needed for this choir, and we 
welcome, in particular, those who do not have a chance to participate in a 
regular choral ensemble during the year. Contact Joseph with any questions. 
 

++++ 



First Church Cyclists – Join the group for fun, fresh air, fellowship and ice 
cream. New cyclists are always welcome.  The next ride is TODAY on the 
Minuteman Bikeway, Depot park Bedford, MA.  Find a complete schedule on 
the website, posted on various bulletin boards around the church and in the 
June newsletter. Contact Ray Baldwin with any questions.  His contact 
information can be found in the church directory or by calling the church office. 
 

++++ 

Tower Work - Viking Roofing replaced 60 failing or broken slates on the tower 
roof.  Ever notice that those tiles are red?  They were originally quarried in 
Marlborough NH.  It is very difficult to find that slate in red but Viking Roofing 
used their resources to find a supply.  You won’t be able to tell the new tiles 
from the 100+ year old ones.  The crane they used extended 256 feet from its 
base. See pictures on Facebook or our website to get an idea of the massive 
size of the crane.  
Work will continue until the end of June.  We are also planning on lighting up 
the inside of the tower windows.  How great will it be to see the tower lighted up 
from the inside all night long!   
 

++++ 

Tower to Tower Bike Ride and Fundraising – It is not too late to participate 
in the fund raising to finish the restoration work!  We are very grateful for your 
participation.  To make a donation to the tower fund, go to: 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/tower-to-tower-historical-ride/donate 
Another way to support Rev. Andy is to join the “Dollar Per Mile Club”. 

 Any amount per mile     Dollar per mile each day  

 Dollar per mile for the week    Dollar per mile for the entire trip  
Mileage is available on the website.  
 

Nashua’s Goodale’s Bike Shop 
supported Rev. Andy’s cycling needs on his trip. 

 
Backpack Program – Monetary donations are now being accepted through 
July 24 for the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter's backpack annual program.  
The Outreach Committee’s goal is to receive $2,600 which they will use to fill 
70 new backpacks with supplies.  Send in a check to the church office with 
"NSKS Backpacks" in the memo line.  If you would like to help stuff the 
backpacks on August 4th, contact Jocelyn Henning.  Thanks for your ongoing 
support of the NSKS! 
 



Horton Center Family Weekend: August 26-28 - Register today!  Have you 
worshiped on Chapel Rock or caught a falling star on Pinkham Ledge?  God’s 
children of all ages are welcome!  Some of our tightest bonds of Christian 
Fellowship are formed in outdoor ministry.  Creation is God’s first Bible-let’s 
explore together. Hiking, campfire story-telling and singing are all punctuated 
by guided devotion opportunities and Sunday morning worship with 
Communion.  Cost is $75/per person for food and rustic lodging with a cap of 
$200 per family. Scholarships are available.  Please reach out to LeeAnne for 
details. 

++++ 

The weekly e-News is on break for the summer. Access livestream and 
worship details on the worship page on our website or go directly to our 
YouTube channel. 

++++ 

The Holiday Fair Craft Group meets on the third Wednesday of the month 
through October to prepare for the November Holiday Fair. If you would like to 
participate in the crafting or have ideas to share, please contact Jocelyn 
Henning or Sandy Gribbin. The group will meet on July 20, at 4:00 PM in the 
dining room.  Save the dates for the fair: November 4-6, 2022. 

++++ 

Silent Auction - Rebecca Small will be organizing the Silent Auction at the 
Holiday Craft Fair this year.  Please reach out to her if you have any handmade 
items, baskets, gift cards or anything else you’d like to donate.  If you’d like to 
donate an item and need suggestions, please contact Rebecca. Her contact 
information is in the church directory or you may call the church office. 

++++ 

There’s No Place Like Home Charity Golf Tournament” 2022 - The First 
Church is hosting the upcoming Charity Golf Tournament, On Monday October 
17 at the Nashua Country Club. This year’s tournament benefits Family 
Promise of Southern NH and the Front Door Agency! See the Tournament 
Flyer, Facebook Page Event, or the First Church Website event calendar for all 
the details.  
The First Church Thrift Shop is closed for the season.  Thank you for your 
support this year.  Please save your donations until further notice.  

++++ 

Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the 
worship page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. 
You may also submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office. 

++++ 

Aspects of Christianity - In an effort to further feed the Spirit that is within 
each of us, First Church is making available small brochures that are based on 
one particular area of Christian concern, and consist of scripture and other 



helpful quotes on that topic. Help yourself to one or more of the brochures, 
which are displayed on the windowsill near the Welcome Center. 

++++ 

Help Keep our Records Current.  If you have a change of name, address, 
phone number or email address please let the church office know.  

++++ 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Crafted by the loving hands and hearts of 
parishioners, this ministry strives to bring comfort and healing to those in need 
and to those celebrating.  This vital ministry is looking for more knitters and 
crocheters.  For more information, speak with Rev. Jami.  

++++ 

Ukraine Assistance – The United Church of Christ is appealing for support of 
the folks in the Ukraine.  Your generous financial support will be used by our 
partners in the areas of greatest need.  
Donate at https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal or 
mail a check made payable to the United Church of Christ PO BOX 71957 
Cleveland, OH 44194. Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” on your 
check in the memo section. 

 

This Week at First Church 
SUN JUL 10    9:00am  Worship & Livestream 
    12:00pm  Radio Broadcast 
 

TUE JUL 12    7:00pm  Thank You Project, room 10 
 

WED JUL 13    6:45pm  Summer Choir 
 

THU JUL 14    6:30pm  Quilt Guild, dining room 
 

FRI JUL 15  10:00am  Organ Rehearsal, sanctuary 
 

SAT JUL 16  10:00am  Organ Rehearsal, sanctuary 
    11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety, dining room 
 

 

SUMMER MUSIC SCHEDULE 2022 
Each summer, while the music ministry ensembles are on summer break, 

members of The First Church and the outside community bring their music offerings 
to our summer worship service at 9am. 

 

The following individuals and seasonal ensembles will enhance our worship services… 
 
 

https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal


June 19   MEN’S CHOIR (TTBB) 
June 26   JOSEPH R. OLEFIROWICZ, baritone    
July 3         ORGAN SUNDAY 
July 10          NICOLE PAQUETTE, flute      
July 17         SUMMER CHOIR (SATB) 
    (Rehearsal July 13, 6:45-8pm; come one, come all!)  

July 24   CRAIG PLUMMER, tenor 
July 31   DALE NETH, solo handbells 
August 7        DEBBIE NORDYKE, mezzo soprano  

HARRY NORDYKE, tenor & guitar  
August 14  RICHARD BENEFIELD, organ       
August 21  CATHERINE CONDI, soprano    
August 28      WOMEN’S CHOIR (SA) 
    (Rehearsal Aug 24, 6:45-8pm; come one, come all!) 

September 4  MARK A. CLEVELAND, bass-baritone 
 

 

Additional home study bible passages referenced in today’s sermon: 
 

Genesis 2:2      Ecclesiastes 9:1 
Exodus 3:2-5      Ecclesiastes 11:2 
Exodus 16:30, 45; 23:12; 34:21  Ecclesiastes 12:14 
Exodus 20:10-11        
Exodus 23:10-13       
Exodus 24:18        
Leviticus 19:17-18     Matthew 4:1-2  
Deuteronomy 6:4-5    Matthew 5:17   
Ecclesiastes 1:3     Matthew 22:39; Mark 12:31  

Ecclesiastes 2:11     Matthew 23:40; Luke 10:27  
Ecclesiastes 3:1     Matthew 25:14-30 
Ecclesiastes 4:11     Mark 2:27 
Ecclesiastes 5:18     Mark 3:1-6; Luke 13:10-17 
Ecclesiastes 7:3-4     Luke 6:27-28 
 



 
 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Church Cyclists 2022 Schedule 

 All Rides Begin at 2:00 PM 

The mileage column reflects the total miles, out and back, for each trail.  

All rides leave from the trailheads.  

Please RSVP by Saturday evening.   

Rain Dates are on the following Sunday. 
 

 

                                                                

                                                                                                 

                                                                    

                                                                     

                                                                                             

                                                          

                                                                                                        

                                                                                     

                                                                                      

                                                                                               

  
                   



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping with us for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary 

or fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering 

plate or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of 

fellowship, in Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of 

First Church please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various 

boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on 

Wednesday. All information for the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second 

Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon and 12:30-3:30pm 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options  available. 
 

mailto:jboyle@tfcucc.org

