
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational – United Church of Christ 
 
† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 

 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

August 28, 2022                                     9:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 
 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

 
 

TOWER CHIMES                          Norma MacKinley-Smith 
 
 
 

 
 

MEDITATION    “Character is like a tree and reputation like a shadow. 
The shadow is what we think of it; the tree is the real  
thing.”     Abraham Lincoln 

 
 
 
 

PRELUDE               Andante tranquillo                G. Oldroyd 

from Three Liturgical Improvisations                      (1886 – 1951) 
 

“My Soul Hath a Desire and Longing 
     To Enter The Courts of the Lord”  
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP              (Based on Hebrews 13:1-6) 
Leader: Creator God, You call us to hospitality; to give as generously to others 

as You have given to us. 
People: For there are angels among us. 
Leader: Loving God, You call us to give You glory in the compassion we show 

to one another. 
People: To love without judgment, of ourselves or of others. 
Leader: We gather as one Body, seeking to walk in the way You have set for 

us. 
People: We gather as one Body, to worship the one who is Love. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #267  Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*OPENING PRAYER (Unison) 
Almighty and Gracious God, You invite us to a banquet where the last may be 
first, and the humble and the mighty trade places.  Let us share Your abundance 
with no fear of scarcity; let us greet strangers as angels You have sent!  Send 
Your Spirit now so that we may find a place at Your table and welcome others 
as You have welcomed us.  In the name of Jesus, Guest at all our tables, we 
pray. Amen. 
 

GREETINGS 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 Kora Rose Cavallo, born May 12, 2019 
 Lainey Mae Cavallo, born May 24, 2022 
 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS         Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of 
Israel. Thus says the Lord: What wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went 
far from me, and went after worthless things, and became worthless 
themselves? They did not say, “Where is the Lord who brought us up from the land 
of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of 
drought and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where no one 
lives?” I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things. But when 
you entered you defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination. The priests 
did not say, “Where is the Lord?” Those who handle the law did not know me; the 
rulers transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after 
things that do not profit. 
Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord, and I accuse your children’s 
children. Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with 
care; see if there has ever been such a thing. Has a nation changed its gods, even 
though they are no gods? But my people have changed their glory for something that 
does not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly desolate, 
says the Lord, for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the 
fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that 
can hold no water. 

 

  Luke 14:1,7-14 
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to 
eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down 
at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited 
by your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give 
this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest 
place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when 



your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be 
honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” He 
said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do 
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case 
they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

DUET   A Hymn of Praise to the Creator                    E. H. Thiman 
DEBBIE NORDYKE, soprano                           (1900 – 1975) 
NMESOMA SALOME OGBUANI, mezzo soprano 

 
 

SERMON       “How You are Known”        Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 
 

*HYMN   Jesus, the Joy of Loving Hearts (next page)      HESPERUS 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*RESPONSIVE PSALM 12 
Leader: Praise the Lord! 
People: How joyful are those who fear the Lord and delight in obeying His 

commands. 
Leader: Their children will be successful everywhere; an entire generation of 

godly people will be blessed. 
Leader: They themselves will be wealthy, and their good deeds will last 

forever. 
People: Light shines in the darkness for the godly. They are generous, 

compassionate, and righteous. 
Leader: Good comes to those who lend money generously and conduct their 

business fairly. 
People: Such people will not be overcome by evil. Those who are righteous 

will be long remembered. 
Leader: They do not fear bad news; they confidently trust the Lord to care for 

them. They are confident and fearless and can face their foes 
triumphantly. 

People: They share freely and give generously to those in need. Their good 
deeds will be remembered forever. They will have influence and 
honor. 

Leader: The wicked will see this and be infuriated. They will grind their teeth 
in anger; they will slink away, their hopes thwarted. 



Jesus, the Joy of Loving Hearts 



PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

OFFERTORY  Sing to the Lord a Joyful Song        H. H. Hopson 

     WOMEN’S CHOIR                            (*1933) 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                            OLD HUNDRETH L.M. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Generous God, we humbly offer these gifts in response to Your Living Word 
alive in us through the gift of faith.  When we welcome others we welcome You; 
for when two or three are gathered in Your name, there You are.  Keep our eyes 
and hearts open to Your surprising presence in those You bring to us.  May it 
be so today!  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #372  How Firm a Foundation           ADESTE FIDELIS 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*BENEDICTION 

 

The congregation is kindly asked to be seated for the POSTLUDE. 
 

 

POSTLUDE  Nine Hymn Preludes                G. Young 

ix. Fanfare on AUSTRIAN HYMN                (1919 – 1998) 
 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

********************************************************************* 

AV TEAM CAMERA CREW:  Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,  
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster 
COVER ART:  ChurchArt Online 
DEACON OF THE DAY: Jeanne Chaloner 
LICENSING: CCLI (print) 3034682; CCLI (streaming) 20119862; CCS 12820;  

     OneLicense A-736284 

********************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

********************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO 

 HELP KEEP THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

********************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 



Summer Worship through September 4, 2022  
One Service at 9:00 AM: In person Worship & Livestream  

On air on WSMN AM 1590 & FM 95.3 at 10:00 AM (previous week’s service) 
The nursery is closed during the summer months.   

 

Summer Office Hours  
Monday-Friday: 9:00 AM-Noon and 12:30-3:30 PM 

Closed on Sunday 
 

Rally Sunday, September 11, 2022 
Come join us as we gather to begin our new church year. 

8:30 AM: Worship 
10:00 AM: Worship, livestream, Sunday School & Nursery Care 

Followed by our traditional Rally Day Cookout 
Christian Formation will provide the food.  

The Stewardship Committee will provide the ice cream truck. 
Join us for good food, music, fellowship and more! 

 

 

Christian Formation News 
 

Summer Childcare – The nursery is closed for the summer. Please join us for 
our 9:00 AM worship service. 
 

Summer Worship for Families - Worship bags containing activities and a 
children’s bulletin are available at the welcome center for children to enjoy while 
in the sanctuary with their family. 
 

Create a Dream Jar for yourself and your family.  A Dream Jar is a jar (try a 
cookie jar or mason jar) filled with your favorite things to make, do and share 
together with God. Write them on pieces of paper and put them in the jar. You 
may decorate the jar, too.  
Directions and a jar sample are available at the welcome center and at the 
Christian Formation table in Fellowship Hall. 
Please send pictures of your adventures in an email to lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org. 
I’m looking forward to First Family Dream Jar Adventures!!! 

 

Upcoming Events 
September 1, 6:00-7:30 PM:  Confirmation 2022-23 Orientation, Room 15 
September 6 & 8, 6:30-8:00 PM: Christian Formation Volunteer Orientation.  
Finger foods and fellowship followed by worship, orientation and planning. 
Room 15, Shaw Chapel & Classrooms 
September 12, 7:00 PM: Christian Formation Board 



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 

Backpack update - The Outreach Committee and 20 volunteers stuffed 70 new 
backpacks with supplies for the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter.  Many thanks to 
those of you who have donated funds for the supplies.  However, we have fallen 
short of our goal of $2600.  If you have not yet donated, it’s not too late.  Please send 
a check made out to First Church with “NSKS backpacks” written on the memo line.  
Contact Jocelyn Henning or the office with any questions. 

++++ 

Rev. Andy honored – We had a great welcome home celebration on August 14 for 
Rev. Andy as he returned from his Tower to Tower bike ride and sabbatical.  If you 
are interested in donating to the fund raising for the tower restoration work, it’s not 
too late! We are very grateful for your participation. Donate to the tower fund by going 
to: https://www.gofundme.com/f/tower-to-tower-historical-ride/donate 
Another way to support Rev. Andy is to join the “Dollar Per Mile Club”. 

 Any amount per mile     Dollar per mile each day  

 Dollar per mile for the week    Dollar per mile for the entire trip  
Mileage is available on the website.  
Nashua’s Goodale’s Bike Shop supported Rev. Andy’s cycling needs on his trip.  

++++ 

Music Ministry Opens Season With All-Choirs Potluck!  The Music Committee 
will host all choirs on Tuesday, September 6 at 6:30 PM for an All-Choir Potluck in 
the dining room.  This is open to all returning and new choir members and their 
families. – Please bring a dish to share; beverages will be provided by the Music 
Committee. 
So come on down and join together in an evening meal with your choir colleagues 
and friends of the Music Ministry! We look forward to welcoming you! 

++++ 

The Music Ministry Welcomes New Members for the Coming Fall Season! 
All Voice Parts welcome to consider membership in The Chancel Choir or First 
Folk.  As well, Decibells (our adult bell choir) is looking for new ringers, who possess 
basic music-reading skills and an Interest in Learning Hand Bells. 
Please contact Joseph in The Music Office for more information. 
jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org - (603) 882-4861 x15. 

++++ 

Solar Energy Research - The Property Management Committee is researching the 
possibility of solar energy for First Church.  PM wants to form an exploratory 
committee to understand what is involved in making this happen.  If you have any 
experience, knowledge, or if you would like to assist in this project, please reach out 
to Doug Brenner at rhousedjb@comcast.net or leave your name with the First 
Church Office. 

++++ 

All Boards meet on Monday, September 12 at 7:00 PM.  Please note that this is 
the second Monday of the month. 
 

mailto:jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org


Join us on Monday, October 17 for “There’s No Place Like Home” Charity Golf 
Tournament.  First Church is hosting this event to benefit our local nonprofit 
organizations, Family Promise of Southern NH and the Front Door Agency! 
Thank you to our Lunch Sponsor, Broad Street Planning.  Stay tuned as we add 
more Sponsors! 

Scan this QR code      Sponsorships Available! 
to register as an individual   Scan this QR code to view 
golfer or team.              sponsorship information.  

 
Questions?  Contact Margaret Brenner at mgtbren@aol.com or 603-493-8043 

++++ 

The First Church Thrift Shop will open on Thursday, September 15.  We are now 
accepting Fall and Winter clothing for children, teens and women.  Leave your items 
- clean and in good repair - in the bin near the stained glass window at the courtyard 
entrance. 

++++ 

Kids – Learn to play handbells!  It's a great way to have fun making music as a 
group, and it's a skill you will keep for life.  This fall, members of First Church's 
Decibells choir will be starting a beginner handbell choir for kids entering grades 4 
through 8.  No prior experience or music reading required.  Come to church on Rally 
Day and try playing some bells or chimes.  Parents, email Rhonda O'Keefe (email 
address is in the directory or call the church office) or speak to Minister of Music 
Joseph Olefirowicz with any questions. 

++++ 

Thank you Project’s 8th Annual Water Walk 
September 10, 2022 ~ 9:00 AM ~ Greeley Park 

Thanks to the generous donations of our supporters, we are poised to complete our 
fifth water borehole this year, in Achi, Ijeoma Okorie’s village.  This is a testament to 
the good in all of us. Thank You! 
Please come with your friends and neighbors too.  Also, please continue to pray for 
the vision and mission of Thank You Project. Blessings!  Go to:www.waterwalk.org.     
www.thankyouproject.org/donate/ for more information. 

++++ 

The Holiday Fair Craft Group will meet on September 21, at 4:00 PM in the dining 
room to prepare for the November Holiday Fair.  If you would like to participate in the 
crafting or have ideas to share, please contact Jocelyn Henning or Sandy Gribbin. 
Save the dates for the fair: November 4-6, 2022. 

++++ 

Silent Auction – Do you have handmade items, baskets, gift cards or other items 
that you would like to donate to the silent auction?  Please contact Rebecca Small.  
Her contact information is in the church directory or you may call the church office. 
 



Submit Prayer Concerns Online - Find the ‘prayer request’ button on the worship 
page for any prayer concerns you would like to share with Rev. Jami. You may also 
submit a confidential prayer by calling the church office. 

++++ 

Please!!  If you have a change of name, address, phone number or email address, 
let the church office know so we can keep our records and the church directory 
current.  Also, please send us a current picture, if you have not done so already. 

++++ 

Help keep your giving current - Our financial giving remains crucial to maintain our 
ministry, to support the spiritual health of the church family, and continue our 
Outreach to mission partners in and around Nashua.  Please mail in your offering, 
set up automatic deposits through the First Church, set up automatic payment with 
your bank, or consider e-giving though our website at https://tfcucc.org/give/. 
The First Church offers convenient e-giving options for pledges and other giving.  
Scan the QR code on the back cover of this bulletin to view one of the giving options 
available. Contact Dianne Smigliani with any questions. 

++++ 

Aspects of Christianity - In an effort to further feed the Spirit that is within each of 
us, small brochures that are based on one particular area of Christian concern, and 
consist of scripture and other helpful quotes on that topic are available on the 
windowsill near the Welcome Center.  Help yourself to one or more! 

++++ 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Crafted by the loving hands and hearts of parishioners, 
this ministry strives to bring comfort and healing to those in need and to those 
celebrating.  This vital ministry is looking for more knitters and crocheters.  For more 
information, speak with Rev. Jami.  

++++ 

Ukraine Assistance – The United Church of Christ is appealing for support of the 
folks in the Ukraine.   
Donate at https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal or mail 
a check made payable to the United Church of Christ PO BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH 
44194. Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” on your check in the memo 
section. 

++++ 

This Week at First Church 

SUN AUG 28   9:00am  In-Person Worship, Livestream 

   10:00am  Radio Broadcast 
 

WED AUG 31 11:45am  BNI, dining room 

     6:45pm  Chancel Choir    
 

THU SEP 1   9:30am  Newsletter prep, room 15 

  6:00pm  Confirmation Orientation, dining room 
 

SAT SEP 3 11:00am  Sisters in Sobriety, dining room 

https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal


First Church Cyclists - Join the group for fun, fresh air, fellowship and ice cream. 
New cyclists are always welcome.  The mileage reflects the total miles, out and back, 
for each trail.  All Rides Begin at 2:00 PM and leave from the trailheads. Please 
RSVP by Saturday evening.  Rain Dates are on the following Sunday.  Contact Ray 
Baldwin with any questions.  His contact information is in the church directory or you 
may call the church office. 

 

Sunday, September 11: Bruce Freeman Rail Trail, 
13.6 miles, Cross Point, Chelmsford, MA 

 

Sunday, September 25:  Reformatory/Narrow Gauge Trails, 
14 miles, Depot Park, Bedford, MA 

 

Sunday, October 9:  Franconia Notch Recreation Path, 
17.6 miles, Franconia Notch State Parking Lot 

 

 

SUMMER MUSIC SCHEDULE 2022 
Each summer, while the music ministry ensembles are on summer break, 

members of The First Church and the outside community bring their music offerings 
to our summer worship service at 9am. 

The following individuals and seasonal ensembles will enhance our worship services… 
 

June 19   MEN’S CHOIR (TTBB) 
 

June 26   JOSEPH R. OLEFIROWICZ, baritone 
 

July 3    ORGAN SUNDAY 
 

July 10           NICOLE PAQUETTE, flute      
 

July 17   SUMMER CHOIR (SATB) 
    (Rehearsal July 13, 6:45-8pm; come one, come all!)  
 

July 24   CRAIG PLUMMER, tenor 
 

July 31   DALE NETH, solo handbells 
 

August 7   DEBBIE NORDYKE, mezzo soprano  
HARRY NORDYKE, tenor & guitar 

 

August 14   RICHARD BENEFIELD, organ      
 

August 21   TRUE COLORS QUARTET  
 

August 28   WOMEN’S CHOIR (SA) 
    (Rehearsal Aug 24, 6:45-8pm; come one, come all!) 
 

September 4  MARK A. CLEVELAND, bass-baritone 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping with us for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary 

or fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering 

plate or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of 

fellowship, in Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of 

First Church please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various 

boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on 

Wednesday. All information for the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second 

Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon and 12:30-3:30pm 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

HAMPSHAMPSHIRE 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options  available. 

 

mailto:jboyle@tfcucc.org

