
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational – United Church Of Christ 
 

† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Communion Sunday 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 4, 2022                                                                                9:00 AM 
 

 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIME                                             
 
 

MEDITATION   
“My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, 
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my 
unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book  
before one of them came to be.”      Psalm 138:15-16   

 
 

PRELUDE  Prière (Prayer)             R. Vierne 

                                   (1878 – 1918) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                  (Based on Psalm 1) 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Come, let us delight in the law of the Lord. 
People: Our joy is found in the love of God and neighbor. 
Leader: Come, let us be nourished by the Living Water. 
All:  Together, we will worship the One who enables us to  
  thrive. 
 
 

*HYMN #391   Be Thou, My Vision (next page)                   SLANE  
 
 

*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)        
God of power and mercy, only with Your help can we offer You fitting service 
and praise.  Bless us with Your Spirit and inspire our worship. May we live the 
faith we profess and trust Your promise of eternal life. We ask this through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

*GLORIA PATRI #513 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 
  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
  world without end, A-men, A-men. 
 
 

GREETINGS 
 

 



Be Thou, My Vision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READINGS                   Jeremiah 18:1-11 
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Come, go down to the potter’s 
house, and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the potter’s 
house, and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of 
clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, 
as seemed good to him. Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do 
with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just 
like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At 
one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck 
up and break down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have 
spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I 
intended to bring on it. And at another moment I may declare concerning a 
nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, 
not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had 
intended to do to it. 
Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 
Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising 
a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your 
ways and your doings. 
 

   Luke 14:25-33 
Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to 
them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my 
disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and 
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, 
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin 
to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or 
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far 
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, 
none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 
 

Pastor: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SERMON   “A Work in Progress”                    Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 
 

 



*HYMN #97  God of Our Life, Through All the Circling Years        



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)                         A New Creed 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
We believe in God: 

Who has created and is creating, 
Who has come in Jesus, 
the Word made flesh, 
to reconcile and make new, 
Who works in us and others 
by the Spirit. 

 

We trust in God. 
We are called to be the Church: 

to celebrate God’s presence, 
to live with respect in Creation, 
to love and serve others, 
to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
our judge and our hope. 

 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us. 

We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Leader: Hear the word of God: “Today I have given you the choice between 

life and death, between blessings and curses…Oh, that you would 
choose life, that you and  your descendants might live!” 
(Deuteronomy 30:19) 

People: Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried 
to hide from You, for we have done wrong. We have lived for 
ourselves and apart from You. We have turned from our neighbors 
and refused to bear  the burdens of others. We have ignored the pain 
of the world and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the  

  oppressed.  In your great mercy, forgive our sins. 
 
 
 

  A time of silence for personal confession 
 



 

KYRIE #545  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us                  J. Merbecke 
     CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING           (1510 – 1585) 

  Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon us; 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  
 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                           
Leader: The Gospel frees us from selfishness and empowers us  
  to choose God’s will and His commandments. I declare 

 to you in the name of Christ your sins are forgiven. 
People: Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
 

OFFERTORY  I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked                G. O'Hara 
      MARK A. CLEVELAND, bass-baritone             (1882 – 1967) 

 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                              OLD HUNDRETH LM 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
O Lord, our Rock and Redeemer, the cost of discipleship seems just and 
reasonable as we bow our heads in prayer. Yet, when we think about the 
economic pressures in our lives – the mortgage, car payments, school supplies, 
health care, college tuition, and credit card debt – giving money is a challenge.  
Strengthen the connection between Your call to discipleship and our giving 
habits.  We strive to grow in generosity so that our giving is a reflection of our 
desire to be in a covenant relationship with You.  In Your holy name, we pray.  
Amen. 

 

 
The Communion 

It is a tradition at First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the 

people of God renewing our covenant.  We serve grape juice, bread and gluten free bread. 
 

Invitation, Sursum Corda and Communion Prayer 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



Leader: Holy God, as disciples of Jesus have always done, we bring gifts of 
bread and the fruit of the vine to grace Your table. 
In them, we remember every promise You have made for our salvation. 
In the life, death and resurrection of Jesus,  
You fulfilled Your Word and are with us by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Here at the table of Your kingdom, You instruct us in the way  
of mercy and forgiveness. With the faithful in every time and place, we 
joyfully praise Your name:  

 
 
 
 
 

SANCTUS #550                    S. Wesley 
                             (1766 – 1837) 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
   Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory: 
   Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high.  A-men. 
 
 

Leader: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus  
  took  bread and having blessed it, He broke it and gave it to His  
  disciples saying, “This is My body which is broken for you. Do this in  
  remembrance of Me.”  In the same way, Jesus also took the cup,  
  after supper, saying, “This cup is of the new covenant in My blood.   
  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  By eating  
  of this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death,  
  celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ's coming again. 
 
 
 

Sharing of the Bread  
    Ave verum corpus              E. Elgar 

       Hail, true body                       (1857 – 1934) 
 
 
 

Sharing of the Cup   
    Lead me, Lord          B. Molique 

  from Abraham                (1802 – 1869) 
 

 
     

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord's Prayer  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN #177  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross         
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE  Toccata in E minor            J. Pachelbel 
                                     (1653 – 1706) 

  

 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
********************************************************************* 
AV TEAM CAMERA CREW:  Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,  
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster 
COVER ART: ChurchArt Online, potter_6772c 
DEACON OF THE DAY: Dale Neth 
LICENSING: CCLI (print) 3034682; CCLI (streaming) 20119862; CCS 12820;  

     OneLicense A-736284 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:  Book of Common Worship, p. 54. Copyright ©  
          1993, Westminster/John Knox Press 

********************************************************************* 
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 

ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

********************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO 

HELP KEEP THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

********************************************************************* 

SUBMIT PRAYER CONCERNS ONLINE. FIND THE ‘PRAYER REQUEST’ BUTTON 
ON THE WORSHIP PAGE FOR ANY PRAYER CONCERNS YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
SHARE WITH REV. JAMI. YOU MAY ALSO SUBMIT A CONFIDENTIAL PRAYER 
BY CALLING THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

********************************************************************* 

Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 
Rally Sunday, September 11, 2022 

 

Come join us as we gather to begin our new church year. 
 

8:30 AM: Worship 
10:00 AM: Worship, livestream, Sunday School & Nursery Care 

Followed by our traditional Rally Day Cookout 
Christian Formation will provide the food.  

The Stewardship Committee will provide the ice cream truck. 
Join us for good food, music, fellowship and more! 

 

Office Hours resume regular schedule this week (September 6):  
Monday-Friday: 9:00 AM-Noon and 1:00-4:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00 AM-Noon (closed for 10:00 worship) 



Christian Formation Corner 
Worship bags containing activities and a children’s bulletin are available at the 
welcome center for children to enjoy while in the sanctuary with their family. 
 

Childcare – The nursery is closed this morning. Please join us for our 9:00 AM 
worship service. 
The nursery resumes its regular schedule on Sunday September 11 with Sambo 
Downs, Allison Dillman and Heather Nault at the helm.  These nursery coordinators 
along with a team of dedicated caregivers, are ready to nurture and lavish attention 
on the youngest members of our First Church family.  The nursery opens for infants, 
toddlers and two-year-olds at 9:45 AM and is available throughout the worship 
service. 
 

Rally Sunday - Christian Formation enthusiastically opens its classrooms and 
nursery anew.  We are excited to make new memories and celebrate our history 
together as we reunite.  Sunday schools begins again on Rally Sunday, September 
11.  Children ages 3 through Grade 12 are invited to attend worship at 10:00 AM in 
the sanctuary with their parents.   
 

You are invited to the cookout!  We are Family and everyone is invited to the table 
to join in the fun at the annual Rally Day cookout after the 10:00 AM service on 
Sunday September 11.  Side dishes provided.  Please do not bring a dish to share. 
Stewardship generously provides us with an ice cream truck for dessert.  The 
Christian Formation Board will provide hot dogs, burgers and beverages. 

 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 

The Music Ministry opens the Season with an All-Choirs Potluck on Tuesday, 
September 6 at 6:30 PM in the dining room.  This is open to all returning and new 
choir members and their families. Please bring a dish to share; beverages will be 
provided by the Music Committee. 
So come on down and join together in an evening meal with your choir colleagues 
and friends of the Music Ministry! We look forward to welcoming you! 

++++ 

Fundraising is underway for the Friends of First Music, to underwrite the 
15th Season of the FIRST MUSIC CONCERT SERIES.  Letters were sent to all 
friends and members of The First Church, encouraging sending a donation to 
help keep our doors open to all with free admission, as we continue our music 
outreach goal of Bringing the Joy of Music to the Gate City, now for the 15th 
year! 

++++ 

All Boards meet on Monday, September 12 at 7:00 PM.  Please note that this is 
the second Monday of the month. 



Kids – Learn to play handbells!  It's a great way to have fun making music as a 
group, and it's a skill you will keep for life.  This fall, members of First Church's 
Decibells choir will be starting a beginner handbell choir for kids entering grades 4 
through 8.  No prior experience or music reading required.  Come to church on Rally 
Day and try playing some bells or chimes.  Parents may contact Rhonda O'Keefe 
(email address is in the directory or call the church office) or speak to Minister of 
Music Joseph Olefirowicz with any questions. 

++++ 

Tower to Tower Bike Ride and Fundraising – It is not too late to donate to 
the tower restoration work!  We are very grateful for your participation.  
Donate at: https://www.gofundme.com/f/tower-to-tower-historical-ride/donate 
Another way to support Rev. Andy is to join the “Dollar Per Mile Club”. 

 Any amount per mile     Dollar per mile each day  

 Dollar per mile for the week    Dollar per mile for the entire trip  
Mileage is available on the website.  

++++ 

The Music Ministry Welcomes New Members for the Coming Fall Season! 
All Voice Parts are welcome to consider membership in The Chancel Choir or First 
Folk.  As well, Decibells (our adult bell choir) is looking for new ringers, who possess 
basic music-reading skills and an interest in learning handbells. 
Please contact Joseph in The Music Office for more information. 
jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org - (603) 882-4861 x15. 

++++ 

Thank you Project’s 8th Annual Water Walk 
September 10, 2022 ~ 9:00 AM ~ Greeley Park 

Thanks to the generous donations of our supporters, we are poised to complete our 
fifth water borehole this year, in Achi, Ijeoma Okorie’s village.  This is a testament to 
the good in all of us. Thank You! 
Please come with your friends and neighbors too.  Also, please continue to pray for 
the vision and mission of Thank You Project. Blessings!  Go to:www.waterwalk.org.     
www.thankyouproject.org/donate/ for more information. 

++++ 

Solar Energy Research - The Property Management Committee is researching the 
possibility of solar energy for First Church.  PM wants to form an exploratory 
committee to understand what is involved in making this happen.  If you have any 
experience, knowledge, or if you would like to assist in this project, please reach out 
to Doug Brenner at rhousedjb@comcast.net or leave your name with the First 
Church Office. 

++++ 

CHOIRS IN WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY 
Sunday, September 11 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 & 10:00 AM:  Chancel Choir 

mailto:jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org


The thrift shop will open for the season on Thursday, September 15. 
Hours: Thursdays, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM; first Saturday of the month, October 1, 10:00 
AM – 2:00 PM, November 5: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM; December 3: 10:00 AM– 2:00 PM. 
Donations are now being accepted. Here is a list of the items we need:  
PLEASE, PLEASE - FALL AND WINTER CLOTHING ONLY!!! 
·boys’ and girls’ clothing up to size 14  ·baby clothes 
·women’s clothing (all sizes)   ·costume jewelry 
·pocket books and accessories small knickknacks 
Leave your donations - clean and in good repair - in the marked bin in the courtyard 
lobby between the hours of 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM, Monday through Friday, or on 
Sunday morning.  Contact Gale Cummings, Beth Bartlett or the church office with 
any questions or if you would like to volunteer in the shop a few hours a month.  

++++ 

The Holiday Fair Craft Group meets on September 21, at 4:00 PM in the dining 
room. If you would like to participate in the crafting or have ideas to share, please 
contact Jocelyn Henning or Sandy Gribbin. Save the dates for the fair: November 4-
6, 2022. 

++++ 

Silent Auction - Rebecca Small is organizing the Silent Auction at the Holiday Craft 
Fair.  Please reach out to her if you have any handmade items, baskets, gift cards or 
anything else you’d like to donate.  Her contact information is in the church directory 
or you may call the church office. 

++++ 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Crafted by the loving hands and hearts of parishioners, 
this ministry strives to bring comfort and healing to those in need and to those 
celebrating.  This vital ministry is looking for more knitters and crocheters.  For more 
information, speak with Rev. Jami.  

++++ 

Aspects of Christianity - In an effort to further feed the Spirit that is within each of 
us, small brochures that are based on one particular area of Christian concern, and 
consist of scripture and other helpful quotes on that topic are available on the 
windowsill near the Welcome Center.  Help yourself to one or more! 

++++ 

Join us on Monday, October 17 for “There’s No Place Like Home” Charity Golf 
Tournament.  First Church is hosting this event to benefit our local nonprofit 
organizations, Family Promise of Southern NH and the Front Door Agency! 

Scan this QR code      Sponsorships Available! 
to register as an individual   Scan this QR code to view 
golfer or team.              sponsorship information.  

 
Questions?  Contact Margaret Brenner at mgtbren@aol.com or 603-493-8043 
 
 
 



Please!!  If you have a change of name, address, phone number or email address, 
let the church office know so we can keep our records and the church directory 
current.  Also, please send us a current picture, if you have not done so already. 

++++ 

First Church Cyclists - Join the group for fun, fresh air, fellowship and ice cream. 
New cyclists are always welcome.  All Rides Begin at 2:00 PM and leave from the 
trailheads. Please RSVP by Saturday evening.  Rain Dates are on the following 
Sunday.  Contact Ray Baldwin with any questions.  His contact information is in the 
church directory or you may call the church office. 
Sunday, September 11: Bruce Freeman Rail Trail,  Cross Point, Chelmsford, MA 
Sunday, September 25:  Reformatory/Narrow Gauge Trails, Depot Park, Bedford, MA 
Sunday, October 9:  Franconia Notch Recreation Path, Franconia Notch State Parking Lot 

++++ 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 

SUN SEP 4   9:00am  In-Person Worship, Livestream  

   10:00am  Radio Broadcast 
 

MON SEP 5    Office Closed -  Labor Day   
 

TUE SEP 6   3:00pm  Hunt Communion 

  6:00pm  Choir Potluck, dining room 

     7:30pm  CF Board Google meeting 
 

WED SEP 7 11:45am   BNI, dining room 

   12:00pm   NAIC 

     6:45pm  Chancel Choir 
 

THU  SEP 8   6:00pm  CF Volunteer Orientation, Shaw Chapel,    

     classrooms 

     6:30pm  Quilt Guild, dining room 
 

SAT SEP 10   9:00am  Water Walk 

   10:00am  DAR, room 10 

   11:00am  SIS, dining room 

     2:00pm  Rally Prep, kitchen, dining room 
++++ 

SUMMER MUSIC 2022 
Thank you to all of those who enhanced our worship this summer by offering their talents 
in Sunday services. Whether through instruments or voices, your contribution to our 
worship life is greatly appreciated! 
 

MEN’S CHOIR, JOSEPH R. OLEFIROWICZ, baritone, NICOLE PAQUETTE, flute, SUMMER 
CHOIR (SATB), CRAIG PLUMMER, tenor, DALE NETH, solo handbells, DEBBIE NORDYKE, 
mezzo soprano, HARRY NORDYKE, tenor & guitar, RICHARD BENEFIELD, organ, TRUE 
COLORS QUARTET, WOMEN’S CHOIR, MARK A. CLEVELAND, bass-baritone 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Director of Christian Formation, LeeAnne Steenhoek, lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please 

seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon & 1:00-4:00pm  

Visit our web site at tfcucc.org - Find us on Facebook 
 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options  available. 
 

mailto:jboyle@tfcucc.org

