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“No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

 
 
 
 



Morning Worship 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Rally Sunday 
 

September 11, 2022                                                               8:30 & 10:00 AM  
 

 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 

TOWER CHIME                  Jean Lyons 
 

 
MEDITATION    

"Security is mostly a superstition. It does not exist in nature, nor do  
the children of men as a whole experience it. Avoiding danger is no  
safer in the long run than outright exposure. Life is either a daring 
adventure, or nothing."      Hellen Keller 

 

 
PRELUDE  Adagio for Strings, Op. 11 (1936)       S. Barber 

                                        (1910 – 1981) 
                                  trans. Eddings 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: Here we are Lord!  We come from the busy-ness and routines of our 
daily lives both lively and dull.  

People: We come to worship you.  
Leader: In this time, we long to meet You, to feel Your presence surrounding 

us, enveloping us, loving us.  
People: We long to settle into silence, laying aside our worries and our cares. 
Leader: To become aware of Your presence around us, before us, behind us, 

within us.  
All:  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN    Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing                   NETTLETON 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*PRAYER OF CONFSSION (Unison) 
Lord, we would follow You wherever you might lead. Lord, we would follow You. 
Forgive us when we stumble and when we stray. Forgive us when distracted 
we lose our way. Be the one to whom we turn, whose hand we hold, the 
Shepherd who leads us safely to the fold. Lord, bless our worship and help us 
follow You wherever You might lead. Lord, we would follow You. Amen. 
 

   A time of silence for personal confession. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader:  God is merciful and slow to anger. God seeks the lost and extends 

the invitation again and again. God welcomes us when we turn to 
God. Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel. In Jesus Christ, 
we are forgiven. 

People:  All thanks and praise to our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERVICE OF COVENANTING 
PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                      Exodus 32:7-14 
The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out 
of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from 
the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, 
and have worshipped it and sacrificed to it, and said, “These are your gods, O Israel, 
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” ’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘I have seen 
this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn 
hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.’ 
But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, ‘O Lord, why does your wrath burn 
hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power 
and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, “It was with evil intent that 
he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the 
face of the earth”? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring 
disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how 
you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, “I will multiply your descendants 
like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it for ever.” ’ And the Lord changed his mind 
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 

 
 
   
 



     Luke 15:1-10 
Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.’ 
So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one 
that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 
rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, 
saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, 
I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance. 
‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found 
it, she calls together her friends and neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have 
found the coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents.’ 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 

GRATIA TIBI  Thanks Be to Thee                          T. Tallis 
(10:00)          CHANCEL CHOIR                   (1505 – 1585) 
 

ANTHEM   Lead Me, Lord                    S. S. Wesley 

                                        (1766 – 1837) 
 

SERMON   “Personally Special”          Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong 
 

*HYMN #327  Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us  (next page)       BRADBURY 

  (10:00) 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
RESPONSIVE LITANY             (inspired by Psalm 139) 
Leader:  God, You search me and know me. Before I sit, You know when I 

will rise. 
People: God, You search me and know me. Before I speak, You know what I 

will say. 
Leader: God, You search me and know me, in my joy and despair, in my 

breathing in and breathing out. 
People: God, You search me and know me. Your knowledge is too deep to 

reach, too vast to comprehend. 
All:  God, You search me and know me. Search me, O God, and know  

my heart. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 



    Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us   



THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE     Almighty Father, Hear Our Prayer        Mendelssohn 
(10:00)                     (1809 – 1847) 
 
 

OFFERTORY  Lord of the Worlds Above         G. Young 
               (1919 – 1998) 

 

*THE DOXOLOGY #515  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Creator God, provider of all good things we bring our thanks today and offer our 
gifts.  We bless You and for the beauty of this world and Your love that created 
it.  May our gratitude be expressed though our lives so that we may be a 
blessing to others now and always.  Amen.  
 

*HYMN #7   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (next page)       ST.DENIO 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

BENEDICTUS  Threefold Amen        Traditional - Danish 
(10:00) 

 

 

POSTLUDE  Carillon de Westminster                L. Vierne 
     Pièces de Fantaisie – Troisième suite, Opus 54, No. 6     (1870 – 1937) 

 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

AV TEAM CAMERA CREW:  Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,  
     Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster 

DEACON OF THE DAY:  Kimberly Lynch 
LICENSING: CCLI (print) 3034682; CCLI (streaming) 20119862; CCS 12820; 

    OneLicense A-736284 
STAFF SINGER QUARTET: Janet Poisson, soprano – Brianne Biastoff, alto –  

             William Lavoie, tenor   
 



    Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



************************************************************************* 

The flowers in the pulpit are given in  
loving memory of Fred, by Diane Matthes. 

************************************************************************* 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE are offered at 10:00 AM on Sunday for 
infants through Grade 8.  All children (3 years-7th grade) start in the sanctuary each 
Sunday with their parents.  After the children’s message, students leave for their 
classes.  The Ushers will be happy to direct newcomers to childcare and classrooms. 
************************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

************************************************************************* 
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 

ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

************************************************************************* 

SUBMIT PRAYER CONCERNS ONLINE. FIND THE ‘PRAYER REQUEST’ BUTTON 
ON THE WORSHIP PAGE FOR ANY PRAYER CONCERNS YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
SHARE WITH REV. JAMI. YOU MAY ALSO SUBMIT A CONFIDENTIAL PRAYER 
BY CALLING THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

********************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 

 

Today is Rally Sunday!   
Sunday School and the New Program Year begins. 

8:30 AM: In Person Worship 
10:00 AM: In Person Worship and livestream,  

Sunday School and Nursery Care 
11:30 AM: Annual Rally Sunday Cookout 

Everyone is invited! 
Hot dogs, burgers, veggie burgers, beverages and sides provided 

by the Board of Christian Formation. 
Ice Cream Truck provided by the Stewardship Committee. 

          

 

 

 



         Notes from the Chancel  

Samuel Barber’s monumental String Quartet produced an Adagio movement, which 
has become a stirring and melancholic “stand-alone” piece of music, this morning hinting 
at a gentle memory of the 18th Anniversary of 9/11. As we prepare our hearts and minds 
for worship, may the emotion and tension-laden harmonies of this work, help us not only 
remember those affected by that fateful day, but also bring our minds into a state of 
quiet prayer and reflection, as we prepare for corporate worship together. 
 

At age 17, Robert Robinson (1735 – 1790) and some of his drinking buddies decided to 
attend an evangelistic meeting, with a plan to make fun of the proceedings. When 
George Whitfield began to preach, Robert felt as if the sermon was just for him. He did 
not respond to the altar call that night, but the words of the evangelist would haunt him 
for the next three years. On Dec. 10, 1755, at age 20, Robert finally yielded his life to 
Christ, and very soon thereafter answered a call to the ministry. Three years later, as 
he was preparing to preach a sermon at the Calvinist Methodist Chapel in Norfolk, 
England, Robert wrote Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing to complement his sermon. 
The music for this morning’s OPENING HYMN was composed by Asahel Nettleton in 
1813, whose last name is honored as the hymn tune name, long a staple of many a 
Protestant hymnal.   (Source: sharefaith.com) 
 

The source of text of our MIDDLE HYMN is credited to Miss Dorothy Ann Thrupp (1779 

– 1847), although often its authorship is considered unknown. Krupp was known as 
compiler of Hymns for the Young in 1836, where this text first appeared. The hymn tune 
is names for its composer, BRADBURY, who also penned the now-renown “Jesus Loves 
Me.” (Source: Guide to the Pilgrim Hymnal; Ronander & Porter; Pilgrim Press, 1966) 
 

Based loosely on Timothy 1:17, our CLOSING HYMN was published in 1867, in Hymns 
of Christ and the Christian Life, revised later in Horder’s Congregational Hymns in 1883. 
It became included in wider Mainline hymnals from 1906 onward in the publication of 
the English Hymnal. Its tune ST. DENIO is based on a traditional Welsh secular melody 
(about a cuckoo!), and is first-known to be used as a hymn-tune as early as 1839. 
(Source: Guide to the Pilgrim Hymnal; Ronander & Porter; Pilgrim Press, 1966) 
 

Louis Vierne is one of the most famous organists of the French Symphonic School of 
organ composition. Many of his works (like today’s “Carillon de Westminster”) are the 
staples of sacred and concert repertory. He was assistant to Widor at Saint-Sulpice, 
before being appointed to Notre-Dame-de-Paris in 1900. Vierne was born blind with 
congenital cataracts and despite several operation attempts, remained so for his entire 
life. (There is a seemingly established tradition of blind organists and composers in the 
French school.) Vierne is known for his Symphonies for the organ (full length, half hour 
works, using the organ as an orchestra, at the height of such masterful writing) but as a 
liturgical organist he produced several smaller works as well. The “Carillon” imitates the 
melodic theme of the great bells of the clock tower at Westminster Palace in London, Its 
melody was originally composed in 1793 for a clock tower at St. Mary the Great, the 
University Church at Cambridge, England. 

 



Christian Formation 
 

Today in the Sunday School     September 11, 2022 
Today is the 14th Sunday after Pentecost and the liturgical color is green. 
 

RALLY DAY - The new program year begins today with nursery care, Sunday 
school, adult education and fun for all ages. 
The annual re-covenanting ceremony takes place during this morning’s worship 
service. Teachers and assistants will be asked to stand at their seats.  
 

NURSERY CARE - The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children under 
the age of 3 during the 10:00 AM worship service.  Nursery coordinators are on hand 
to greet parents and explain the procedure for checking in and picking up your child. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - Following the re-covenanting ceremony, all children age 3 
through grade 6 will go to their Sunday school classes.   
 

All parents are asked to pick up their children at their classrooms at 11:15 AM today.  
Please refer to the map and staff roster included in this bulletin. 
Join us for the Rally Sunday cookout, following the 10:00 worship service. 

 

HOT APPLE CRISP!  The Make A Difference class will be selling freshly made (in 

our kitchen) apple crisp on September 25th following both the 8:30 and 10:00 AM 

worship services. 

 

 
Church Happenings and Outreach  

 

 

Sign-ups for Chapel Chimers and Joyful Noise - Rebecca Crivello, Children’s 
Music Coordinator, will be with us today for recruiting and sign-ups for Chapel 
Chimers and Joyful Noise. Please see Rebecca at the cookout. 
Children and youth are an integral part of Music at First. Come one, come all!  

 ++++ 

Jubellation re-starts for 4th to 8th grade bell ringers! It's a great way to have fun 
making music as a group, and it's a skill you will keep for life.  Rhonda O’Keefe will 
be here today so you can try playing some bells or chimes.    

++++ 
Bible, Friends and Coffee begins a new season on Monday, September 11 at 9:30 
AM in the Ladies’ Parlor. Rev. Andy and Rev. Nancy will facilitate the study and they 
will review the lectionary text for the upcoming Sunday.  If you have a Bible, please 
bring it; if not, one will be supplied for you. No sign-up is required.  

++++ 

All Boards meet on Monday, September 12 at 7:00 PM.  Please note that this is 
the second Monday of the month. 



Coffee & Conversation with Rev. Nancy Resumes on September 13.  Join Rev. 
Nancy at Riverwalk Café every Tuesday from 2:00-3:00 PM for coffee and 
conversation.  No need to sign up; just stop by! 

++++ 
Wednesday Morning Men’s Study resumes on Wednesday, September 21 at 
8:00 AM in the Ladies’ Parlor.  This season the group will study Psalms, Proverbs, 
and Ecclesiastes. Join Rev. Andy for a weekly one-hour devotion and discussion 
rooted in the Wisdom Literature of the Bible.  Unlike most Old Testament books, 
these books do not relate scenes from Israel’s history. Instead, these sayings, songs, 
and poems show us how to understand and deal with everyday problems through 
the lens of faith.  One need not have knowledge of the Bible to join in.  The fellowship 
we have is as important as what we learn.  Also, each study stands on its own, so 
you can join in as you’re able. E-mail Rev. Andy, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org or Dianne 
Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org for the link to the study.     

++++ 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality will study the Book of Acts, beginning Sunday 
September 25 at noon.  This in-depth study includes a movie where all the dialogue 
is word-for-word scripture (NIV.) Come learn how the Christian Church came to be; 
how Peter begins Jesus’ charge to bring the good news to the ends of the earth, and 
how Paul (Saul) puts his spin on it!  We will meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month, in the dining room beginning at noon.  The one exception is November 13, 
as we’ll meet in the Fireside Room.  Note the dates: September 25, October 9 & 23, 
November 13 & 27 and December 11.  All are welcome. No need to have participated 
in WWS before.  Email Rev. Jami with any questions.  What an important book to 
study.    

++++ 

The First Church Thrift Shop will open for the season on Thursday, September 
15, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM. They are accepting donations of FALL & WINTER 
CLOTHING:   Boys’ and girls’ clothing up to size 14, baby clothes, women’s clothing 
(all sizes), costume jewelry, pocket books and accessories, small knickknacks 
They especially need children’s clothing sizes newborn to size 6 and fall and winter 
pocketbooks.  
Leave your donations - clean and in good repair - in the marked bin in the courtyard 
lobby between the hours of 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM, Monday through Friday, or on 
Sunday morning. Contact Gale Cummings, Beth Bartlett or the church office with any 
questions.   

++++ 

Tower to Tower: An Evening of Story Telling and Gratitude – Tuesday, 
September 27, 7:00 PM at the Nashua Country Club - Join Rev. Andy as he presents 
his travel experiences (and there are many) of his bike ride from Nashua, IA to 
Nashua, NH.  All are invited. Please sign up at the welcome center.  
 

 



First Church Mission Opportunity - First Church will be participating in an 
international mission opportunity to the Dominican Republic on February 24 
through March 5.  Adults and youth (16 unaccompanied or 15 accompanied by 
parent/guardian) are invited to share their talents to meet many needs of Haitian and 
Dominican poor centered in La Romana.  Whatever skill you bring will be put to use. 
 

Rev. Andy will be leading the trip. The deadline to make your commitment to join us 
is October 2nd. Rev. Andy will hold two information sessions. The First will be a Zoom 
Meeting on September 13 at 7:00 PM.  Please contact Dianne Smigliani for the link. 
An in-person meeting will take place on September 18 following the 10:00 worship 
service in room 15 in the Walker Building.   
 

Sign up for both meetings at the welcome center. In the meantime, feel free to contact 
Rev. Andy with your questions.  To learn more and view pictures of previous missions. 
go to https://centralmalaromana.org/ Adios!  

++++ 

Men’s Retreat: Heaven Help us!  The Wednesday Morning Men’s Group is hosting 
a retreat at Rolling Ridge Retreat Center in Andover, MA from Thursday October 27 
to Saturday October 29. All men are welcomed to join us. The Retreat begins with 
dinner on Thursday at 6:00 PM and concludes after lunch on Saturday the 29th. Our 
time together will include discussion and reflection about Heaven. It is the greatest 
hope and mystery of our faith. Please bring your Bibles and participants are 
encouraged to read in advance “The Great Divorce” by CS Lewis and “The Five 
People You meet in Heaven” by Mitch Album. There will be plenty of time to walk the 
grounds, read, and relax. The cost for twin rooms is $300 and is all-inclusive. Please 
sign up at the welcome center and make checks payable to First Church. 
Scholarships are available. Please direct your questions to Rev. Andy.   

++++ 

Fundraising is underway for the Friends of First Music, to underwrite the 15th 
Season of the FIRST MUSIC CONCERT SERIES.  Letters were sent to all friends 
and members of The First Church, encouraging sending a donation to help keep our 
doors open to all with free admission, as we continue our music outreach goal of 
Bringing the Joy of Music to the Gate City, now for the 15th year! 

++++ 

Movie night - Friday September 23 at 7:00 PM – Rev. Jami will host a film based 
on the true story of Lois Wilson, co-founder of Al-Anon, and her alcoholic husband 
Bill Wilson who was a co-founder of Alcoholics Anonymous.  Winona Ryder and Barry 
Pepper give an outstanding performance of this incredible story, the establishment 
of today’s world-wide fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous. Join us in the dining room 
for a movie and some refreshments. We welcome your contributions.  We look 
forward to seeing you. 

 

 

 



Women’s Association Plan Trip to Parker’s Maple Barn on Saturday, October 
15, 2022 - All church women are invited to brunch at Parker’s on Saturday, October 
15.  We will gather at the church parking lot at 9:00 AM for carpooling. There will be 
time to visit the Parker’s gift shop prior to being seated.   

This will be such a wonderful fall foliage event!  Contact Carol Butler or Bea Dillaby 
for further information.  A sign-up sheet will be available at the welcome center.   

++++ 

Crop Walk 2022 - Save the Date, Sunday, October 30.  This year’s Nashua’s Crop 
Hunger Walk plans call for an in-person event with numerous COVID precautions.  
Last year Nashua was ranked 12th in the nation for fund raising, so we hope to have 
another banner year for participation.  Please contact Jay Darrin or the church office 
if you’d like to help with recruiting or would like materials to gather pledges for your 
walk. 

++++ 

Solar Energy Research - The Property Management Committee is researching the 
possibility of solar energy for First Church.  PM wants to form an exploratory 
committee to understand what is involved in making this happen.  If you have any 
experience, knowledge, or if you would like to assist in this project, please reach out 
to Doug Brenner at rhousedjb@comcast.net or leave your name with the First 
Church Office. 

++++ 

Join us on Monday, October 17 for “There’s No Place Like Home” Charity Golf 
Tournament.  First Church is hosting this event to benefit our local nonprofit 
organizations, Family Promise of Southern NH and the Front Door Agency! 

Scan this QR code      Sponsorships Available! 
to register as an individual   Scan this QR code to view 
golfer or team.              sponsorship information.  

 
Questions?  Contact Margaret Brenner at mgtbren@aol.com or 603-493-8043 

++++ 

The Holiday Fair Craft Group meets on September 21, at 4:00 PM in the dining 
room. If you would like to participate in the crafting or have ideas to share, please 
contact Jocelyn Henning or Sandy Gribbin. Save the dates for the fair: November 4-
6, 2022. 

++++ 

Silent Auction - Rebecca Small is organizing the Silent Auction at the Holiday Craft 
Fair.  Please reach out to her if you have any handmade items, baskets, gift cards or 
anything else you’d like to donate.  Her contact information is in the church directory 
or you may call the church office. 

++++ 

Choirs in Worship Next Sunday 
Sunday, September 18, 2022 
8:30 and 10:00 AM:  Staff Singer Quartet 

 



Looking for volunteers for a dining room project - Due to unexpectedly high 
amounts of groundwater underneath, we need to remove the vinyl plank flooring and 
the plastic underneath from the dining room floor and replace it with breathable, self-
stick carpet squares.  The good news: the acoustics will be much improved! 
 

We need volunteers to help lift up the planks and mop the old floor on Saturday, 
October 1st, then put down the carpet squares the following Saturday, October 8th. 
Both jobs are easy and don’t require skilled labor—just enough volunteers to make 
the work go quickly! Please contact Don Smith-Weiss at dsmithweiss@gmail.com or 
603-345-5053 if you can help. 
 

An extra bonus: if we remove enough of the planks without damaging them, you may 
be able to take some home for your own project! 

++++ 

Church Directory - Do we have a picture of you and your family in the directory? Is 
your contact information current?  Please call or email Sue in the church office so we 
can update the directory, and our files, and assist you with access to the directory.   

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide fresh flowers for the pulpit on Sunday 
morning, sign up on the chart located on the window sill near the welcome center or 
contact Sue in the church office to see what dates are available. 

++++ 

Sign up to receive First Church e-News to stay in touch with what’s happening at 
First Church.  Contact Dianne at dsmigliani@tfcucc.org, and she will add you to the 
list. 

++++ 

First Church Cyclists - Join the group for fun, fresh air, fellowship and ice cream. 
New cyclists are always welcome.  All Rides Begin at 2:00 PM and leave from the 
trailheads. Please RSVP by Saturday evening.  Rain Dates are on the following 
Sunday.  Contact Ray Baldwin with any questions.   
Sunday, September 11: Bruce Freeman Rail Trail,  Cross Point, Chelmsford, MA 
Sunday, September 25:  Reformatory/Narrow Gauge Trails, Depot Park, Bedford, MA 
Sunday, October 9:  Franconia Notch Recreation Path, Franconia Notch State Parking Lot 

++++ 

2022 Good Samaritan Awards Celebration - Pastoral Counseling Services will 
hold its 2022 Good Samaritan Awards celebration on Thursday evening, September 
22.  PCS started this event in 1996 to recognize and honor generous, 
compassionate, and active people who are making significant contributions to the 
health and well-being of Manchester and surrounding communities.  To date we have 
recognized over 110 Good Samaritans.  This year we will be honoring another 
outstanding class of individuals. Among those being honored is Bobbie Bagley, the 
Director of Public Health and Community Services for the City of Nashua. She is a 
leader in the development and support of programs that enhance public health and 
increase access to services. 
For more information about this event and to purchase tickets go to www.pcs-nh.org.   

mailto:dsmithweiss@gmail.com


NAMI Nashua is pleased to announce the next NAMI Family-to-Family course.  The 
session will begin virtually, Monday, October 3, 6:00-8:30pm.  There will be a virtual 
Meet & Greet on Monday, September 26 at 6:00pm.  
Registration is required. Please contact, Pam Burns at 603-345-5304 or 
nashuanaminh@gmail.com.  
Family-to-Family is a free, designated evidence-based educational program for 
family, significant others and friends of people with mental health conditions. The 
course includes presentations, discussions and interactive exercises and provides 
information about anxiety, depressive disorders, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder and 
other mental health conditions. Other topics covered include communication, 
problem solving, treatment, and recovery. 

 
++++ 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 

SUN SEP 11    RALLY SUNDAY  

     8:30am  In-Person Worship 

   10:00am  In-Person Worship, Livestream, Radio Broadcast, 

      Sunday School, Childcare 

   11:30am  Cookout & Ice Cream Truck 
 

MON SEP 12    October Newsletter Deadline 

     9:30am  Bible, Friends & Coffee, parlor 

     7:00pm  All Boards 
 

TUE SEP 13   9:30am  Staff Meeting 

  2:00pm  Visitation, room 10 

     2:00pm  Coffee with Rev. Nancy, Riverwalk Café   

     3:00pm  Golf meeting, room 15 

     7:00pm  LaRomana Info Meeting on Zoom 

Thank You Project, room 10 
 

WED SEP 14 11:45am  BNI, dining room 

     1:00pm  Stewardship, room 15 

     6:45pm  Chancel Choir 
 

THU SEP 15 10:00am  Thrift Shop Opens 

   12:00pm  Chamber of Commerce, dining room 
 

SAT SEP 17 11:00am  SIS, dining room 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org 
 
 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary or fill 

out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or 

hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in 

Chapel Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of First Church please 

seek out the individuals wearing colored name tags; they are members of the various boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. New members are received during worship in 

November, February and May. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month 

and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every 

member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:00 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
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