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ñNo matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on lifeôs journey, you are welcome here.ò 

 
 
 
 

òMy refuge and my fortress; my God in 

whom I trust.ó   Psalm 91 



Morning Worship 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 

September 25, 2022                                                                8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

 
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 
 
 

 

TOWER CHIME                     
 

 
 
 

 

MEDITATION  ñAim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at 
earth and you get neither.ò    C. S. Lewis   

 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE  Crown Imperial         W. Walton 

        (ñCoronation Marchò 1937)                        (1902 ï 1983) 
                                          arr. Murrill 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                (Based on Psalm 84) 
Leader: King of all the earth, Creator of the universe, Holy Triune God, from 

everlasting to everlasting, You are Lord. Our souls long for Your 
courts, O Lord of hosts; 

People: Happy are we who dwell in Your house and are ever praising You! 
Leader: Our hearts and our flesh rejoice in the living God; 
People: Happy are we who dwell in Your house and are ever praising You! 
Leader: We have found a home in Your presence, Our King and Our God; 
People: Happy are we who dwell in Your house and are ever praising You! 
Leader: Who is like our God, the One who strengthens his people, the One 

who reveals Himself to all who seek after Him? 
All: This is our God, the Holy One. Come before Him with thanksgiving 

and offer Him the sacrifice of praise. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*HYMN   We Have Come At Christôs Own Bidding   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)                 (Based on Joel 2: 28-29) 
We give You thanks for all the ways that You bless our lives: the beauty and 
abundance of nature, the love of family and friends, the joy of knowing You and 
hearing Your word. Send Your Spirit during this time of worship so that we might 
dream Your dreams and see visions of the world as You created it to be. Guide 
our thoughts and actions. Bring us closer to You so that we might do Your will 
and dwell in Your house  forever. Amen. 
 

 

GREETINGS 
 

 

CHILDRENôS MESSAGE (10:00) 
 

 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                 Luke 16:19-31 
 

ñThere was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich manôs table; even 
the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away 
by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, 
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with 
Lazarus by his side. He called out, óFather Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in 
these flames.ô But Abraham said, óChild, remember that during your lifetime you 
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot 
do so, and no one can cross from there to us.ô He said, óThen, father, I beg you to 
send him to my fatherôs houseð for I have five brothersðthat he may warn them, so 
that they will not also come into this place of torment.ô Abraham replied, óThey have 
Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.ô He said, óNo, father Abraham; 
but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.ô He said to him, óIf they 
do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead.ôò 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

GRATIA TIBI  Thanks Be to Thee                          T. Tallis 
(10:00)        CHANCEL CHOIR                     (1505 ï 1585) 
 
 

VOLUNTARY  Partita on HYFRYDOL      C. Callahan 
(10:00)     IV.  Adagio                  (*1951) 
            
 
 

SERMON    ñThe Parable of the Six Brothersò   Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong 
 



*HYMN #34  Awake, Awake to Love and Work           

  (10:00)      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*PREFACE TO PRAYER (Unison) 
Lord God of justice, You know no favorites and show no partiality; but You have 
given us assurance that the prayers offered with humility pierce the clouds, their 
petitions reach the heavens. Look upon us who come before You as we are 
and grant that we may open ourselves with confidence in Your mercy, and be 
justified by Your grace. We ask this through Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE Thou Wilt Keep Him in Perfect Peace   Scottish Psalter 

(10:00)                                    (1615) 
 
 

OFFERTORY  With a Voice of Singing                M. Shaw 
                          (1875 ï 1958) 

 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY #515  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 

 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
Almighty God, tender and patient, we listen to Your Word but struggle to 
understand.  Our eyes look wide open, yet human suffering is squarely in front 
of us. Every day, we are faced with opportunities to respond.  Awaken us.  
Encourage us. We humbly place these gifts before You.  Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



*HYMN #260  The Churchôs One Foundation                
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*BENEDICTION 
 

 

BENEDICTUS  Sevenfold Amen                 J. Stainer 

(10:00)                                            (1840 ï 1901) 
 

 

POSTLUDE  Prelude and Fugue in G Major, BWV 557    J. S. Bach 

                                   (1685 ï 1750) 
 
 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

AV TEAM CAMERA CREW:  Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,  
     Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster 

COVER ART: Aarón Blanco Tejedor, Unspash.com 
DEACON OF THE DAY:  Bev Belus 
LICENSING: CCLI (print) 3034682; CCLI (streaming) 20119862; CCS 12820; 

    OneLicense A-736284 
PREFACE TO PRAYER:  posted on David Beswickôs Home Page 
http://www.beswick.info/rclresources/30C98OS.htm 

STAFF SINGERS:  Janet Poisson, soprano ï Brianne Biastoff, alto 
         Zoe Harper, tenor ï Scott Taylor, bass 
************************************************************************ *  

CHURCH SCHOOL AND CHILDCARE are offered at 10:00 AM on Sunday for 
infants through Grade 8.  All children (3 years-7th grade) start in the sanctuary each 
Sunday with their parents.  After the childrenôs message, students leave for their 
classes.  The Ushers will be happy to direct newcomers to childcare and classrooms. 
************************************************************************ *  

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 
STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

********************************************************************* ****  
HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 

ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

********************************************************************** ***  
SUBMIT PRAYER CONCERNS ONLINE. FIND THE óPRAYER REQUESTô BUTTON ON 
THE WORSHIP PAGE FOR ANY PRAYER CONCERNS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE 
WITH REV. JAMI. YOU MAY ALSO SUBMIT A CONFIDENTIAL PRAYER BY CALLING 
THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

********************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 

 

Worship Schedule  
8:30 AM: In Person Worship  

10:00 AM: In Person Worship , livestream, radio broadcast,  
Sunday School  and Nursery Care  

 



Christian Formation 
 

September 25, 2022  
Today is the 16th Sunday after Pentecost and the liturgical color is green. 
 
NURSERY CARE - The church nursery opens at 9:45 AM to care for children 
under the age of 3 during the 10:00 AM worship service.  Nursery coordinators 
are on hand to greet parents and explain the procedure for checking in and 
picking up your child. 
 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE  
Today, the class is selling apple crisp after both services. They made the crisp 
in our kitchen, yesterday. 
 

HALLOWEEN PACKAGES - Coming up in October, the class will pack 
Halloween packages for our young people who are away at college. We will 
collect donations of wrapped candy (monetary donations also welcome to 
defray mailing costs) in the coming weeks. Please leave the candy in the 
marked bins at the Christian Education Corner in Fellowship Hall, the welcome 
center and in the courtyard entrance lobby. 
 
NEW ADDRESSES FOR MAILINGS 
Parents, please send in your childôs New College Address! The Christian 
Formation Board likes to keep in touch with First Church young people who are 
away at college or who are newly independent in the Armed Services, an 
International Exchange Program or other work.  Please call the church office or 
email senglander@tfcucc.org with your childrenôs current address by October 
16. 
 

 
 

GET YOUR APPLE CRISP TODAY! 
Following both worship services in Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:senglander@tfcucc.org


Church Happenings and Outreach  
 

 

Hot Apple Crisp!  The Make A Difference class will be selling freshly made (in 
our kitchen) apple crisp today following both the 8:30 and 10:00 AM worship 
services.  Proceeds will go to End 68 Hours of Hunger and the Mission trip to 
the Dominican Republic. 

++++ 

Tower to Tower: An Evening of Story Telling and Gratitude ï This Tuesday, 
September 27, 7:00 PM at the Nashua Country Club - Join Rev. Andy as he 
presents his travel experiences (and there are many) of his bike ride from 
Nashua, IA to Nashua, NH.  All are invited. Please sign up at the welcome 
center or through the church office.  

++++ 

Mission Trip - First Church will be participating in an international mission 
opportunity to the Dominican Republic on February 24 through March 5.  Adults 
and youth (16 unaccompanied or 15 accompanied by parent/guardian) are 
invited to share their talents to meet many needs of Haitian and Dominican poor 
centered in La Romana.  Whatever skill you bring will be put to use. 
 

Rev. Andy will be leading the trip.  The deadline to make your commitment to 
join us is October 2nd.  Feel free to contact Rev. Andy with your questions.  To 
learn more and view pictures of previous missions. go to 
https://centralmalaromana.org/  

++++ 

Sign-ups for Chapel Chimers (pre-K through Grade 1), Joyful Noise (Grades 
2-6), and Jubellation (handbells, Grades 4-8) continue today after the 10:00 
am worship service in Fellowship Hall.   
For those young women in Grades 7-12 interested in First Schola, please 
contact Joseph directly in the Music Office (or right after the Postlude at the 
organ console, or in Fellowship Hall). Youth and Childrenôs music is INTEGRAL 
to our Music at First ministry. 

++++ 

Bible, Friends and Coffee meets on Mondays (except holidays) at 9:30 AM in 
the Ladiesô Parlor. Rev. Andy and Rev. Nancy facilitate the study and they will 
review the lectionary text for the upcoming Sunday.  If you have a Bible, please 
bring it; if not, one will be supplied for you. No sign-up is required.  

++++ 

Coffee & Conversation with Rev. Nancy - Join Rev. Nancy at Riverwalk Café 
every Tuesday from 2:00-3:00 PM for coffee and conversation.  No need to sign 
up; just stop by! 
 
 



Wednesday Morning Menôs Study meets on Wednesdays, at 8:00 AM in the 
Ladiesô Parlor.  This season the group will study Psalms, Proverbs, and 
Ecclesiastes. Join Rev. Andy for a weekly one-hour devotion and discussion 
rooted in the Wisdom Literature of the Bible.  Unlike most Old Testament books, 
these books do not relate scenes from Israelôs history. Instead, these sayings, 
songs, and poems show us how to understand and deal with everyday 
problems through the lens of faith.  One need not have knowledge of the Bible 
to join in.  The fellowship we have is as important as what we learn.  Also, each 
study stands on its own, so you can join in as youôre able.  

++++ 

Womenôs Wisdom and Spirituality will study the Book of Acts, beginning 
today at noon.  This in-depth study includes a movie where all the dialogue is 
word-for-word scripture (NIV.) Come learn how the Christian Church came to 
be; how Peter begins Jesusô charge to bring the good news to the ends of the 
earth, and how Paul (Saul) puts his spin on it!  We will meet the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of each month, in the dining room beginning at noon.  The one 
exception is November 13, as weôll meet in the Fireside Room.  Note the dates: 
September 25, October 9 & 23, November 13 & 27 and December 11.  All are 
welcome. No need to have participated in WWS before.  Email Rev. Jami with 
any questions.  What an important book to study.    

++++ 

New Member Orientation: October 2, 11:30 AM in room 15 in the Walker 
Building. This informational session is designed to help you learn more about 
our life and ministry at First Church. Those planning to join will do so on Sunday, 
October 16 during the 10:00 service.  Please call the church office if you are 
interested in attending the orientation or if you have any questions. 

++++ 

The First Church Thrift Shop is open on Thursdays, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM and 
first Saturday of the month, 10:00 AM-2:00 PM. They are accepting donations 
of FALL & WINTER CLOTHING:   Boysô and girlsô clothing up to size 14, baby 
clothes, womenôs clothing (all sizes), costume jewelry, pocket books and 
accessories, small knickknacks - They especially need childrenôs clothing sizes 
newborn to size 6 and fall and winter pocketbooks.  
Leave your donations - clean and in good repair - in the marked bin in the 
courtyard lobby between the hours of 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM, Monday through 
Friday, or on Sunday morning. Contact Gale Cummings, Beth Bartlett or the 
church office with any questions.   
 
 
 



Fundraising is underway for the Friends of First Music, to underwrite the 
15th Season of the FIRST MUSIC CONCERT SERIES.  Letters were sent to all 
friends and members of The First Church, encouraging sending a donation to 
help keep our doors open to all with free admission, as we continue our music 
outreach goal of Bringing the Joy of Music to the Gate City, now for the 15th 
year! 

++++ 

Menôs Retreat: Heaven Help us!  The Wednesday Morning Menôs Group is 
hosting a retreat at Rolling Ridge Retreat Center in Andover, MA from Thursday 
October 27 to Saturday October 29. All men are welcomed to join us. The 
Retreat begins with dinner on Thursday at 6:00 PM and concludes after lunch 
on Saturday the 29th. Our time together will include discussion and reflection 
about Heaven. It is the greatest hope and mystery of our faith. Please bring 
your Bibles and participants are encouraged to read in advance ñThe Great 
Divorceò by CS Lewis and ñThe Five People You meet in Heavenò by Mitch 
Album. There will be plenty of time to walk the grounds, read, and relax. The 
cost for twin rooms is $300 and is all-inclusive. Please sign up at the welcome 
center and make checks payable to First Church. Scholarships are available. 
Please direct your questions to Rev. Andy. Deposits are due NOW!  

++++ 

Womenôs Association Plan Trip to Parkerôs Maple Barn on Saturday, 
October 15, 2022 - All church women are invited to brunch at Parkerôs on 
Saturday, October 15.  We will gather at the church parking lot at 9:00 AM for 
carpooling. There will be time to visit the Parkerôs gift shop prior to being seated.   

This will be such a wonderful fall foliage event!  Contact Carol Butler or Bea 
Dillaby for further information.  A sign-up sheet is available at the welcome 
center.   

++++ 

Crop Walk 2022 - Save the Date, Sunday, October 30.  This yearôs Nashuaôs 
Crop Hunger Walk plans call for an in-person event with numerous COVID 
precautions.  Last year Nashua was ranked 12th in the nation for fund raising, 
so we hope to have another banner year for participation.  Please sign up at 
the welcome center or contact Jay Darrin or the church office if youôd like to 
help with recruiting or would like materials to gather pledges for your walk. 

++++ 

Choirs in Worship Next Sunday 
Sunday, October 2, 2022 
8:30 and 10:00 AM:  Chancel Choir 
 
 



Adult Winter Retreat ï January 27-29, 2023 - ñYour Life as Pilgrimageò 
This year, Rev. Andy will be leading the Winter Retreat at The Marie Joseph 
Spiritual Center in Biddeford Pool, Maine. Andy will lead us in a discussion on 
pilgrimage in our heritage then help us contemplate our journey. In addition, 
weôll have the opportunity to write up our own pilgrim journey in the form of a 
spiritual biography. The cost for the weekend is $260.00 per person and 
includes meals. Scholarships are available. Deposits are due by November 1.  
Please register with Sue Englander.  

++++ 

Solar Energy Research - The Property Management Committee is 
researching the possibility of solar energy for First Church.  PM wants to form 
an exploratory committee to understand what is involved in making this happen.  
If you have any experience, knowledge, or if you would like to assist in this 
project, please reach out to Doug Brenner at rhousedjb@comcast.net or leave 
your name with the First Church Office. 

++++ 

ñThereôs No Place Like Homeò Charity Golf Tournament - Monday, 
October 17  First Church is hosting this event to benefit our local nonprofit 
organizations, Family Promise of Southern NH and the Front Door Agency! 
Sponsorships  Still Available!  Scan this QR code to view 
sponsorship information.  Questions?  Contact Margaret Brenner at 
mgtbren@aol.com or 603-493-8043. 

++++ 

The Holiday Fair Craft Group meets on October 19, at 4:00 PM in the dining 
room. If you would like to participate in the crafting or have ideas to share, 
please contact Jocelyn Henning or Sandy Gribbin. Save the dates for the fair: 
November 4-6, 2022. 

++++ 

Silent Auction - Rebecca Small is organizing the Silent Auction at the Holiday 
Craft Fair.  Please reach out to her if you have any handmade items, baskets, 
gift cards or anything else youôd like to donate.  Her contact information is in the 
church directory or you may call the church office. 

++++ 

Looking for volunteers for a dining room project - Due to unexpectedly high 
amounts of groundwater underneath, we need to remove the vinyl plank flooring 
and the plastic underneath from the dining room floor and replace it with 
breathable, self-stick carpet squares.   
 

We need volunteers to help on Saturdays, October 1st and Saturday, October 
8th. Please contact Don Smith-Weiss at dsmithweiss@gmail.com or 603-345-
5053 if you can help. 

mailto:dsmithweiss@gmail.com


The church office needs your help - If you have a change of name, address, 
phone number or email address, let the church office know so we can keep our 
records and the church directory current.  Also, please send us a current picture 
for the directory, if you have not done so already. Thank you. 
 
Pulpit Flowers ï If you would like to provide fresh flowers for the pulpit on 
Sunday morning, sign up on the chart located on the window sill near the 
welcome center or contact Sue in the church office to see what dates are 
available. 

++++ 

Sign up to receive First Church e-News to stay in touch with whatôs 
happening at First Church.  Contact Dianne at dsmigliani@tfcucc.org, and she 
will add you to the list. 

++++ 

First Church Cyclists - Join the group for fun, fresh air, fellowship and ice 
cream. New cyclists are always welcome.  All Rides Begin at 2:00 PM and leave 
from the trailheads. Please RSVP by Saturday evening.  Rain Dates are on the 
following Sunday.  Contact Ray Baldwin with any questions.   
Sunday, September 25:  Reformatory/Narrow Gauge Trails, Depot Park, 
Bedford, MA 
Sunday, October 9:  Franconia Notch Recreation Path, Franconia Notch State 
Parking Lot 

++++ 

NAMI Nashua is pleased to announce the next NAMI Family-to-Family course.  
There will be a virtual Meet & Greet on Monday, September 26 at 6:00pm.  The 
sessions will begin virtually, Monday, October 3, 6:00-8:30pm.  Registration is 
required. Contact, Pam Burns at 603-345-5304 or nashuanaminh@gmail.com.  
Family-to-Family is a free, designated evidence-based educational program for 
family, significant others and friends of people with mental health conditions. 
The course includes presentations, discussions and interactive exercises and 
provides information about anxiety, depressive disorders, schizophrenia, 
bipolar disorder and other mental health conditions. Other topics covered 
include communication, problem solving, treatment, and recovery. 

++++ 

Ukraine Assistance ï The United Church of Christ is appealing for support of 
the folks in the Ukraine.   
Donate at https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal or 
mail a check made payable to the United Church of Christ PO BOX 71957 
Cleveland, OH 44194. Please be sure to note ñUkraine Relief Fundò on your 
check in the memo section. 
 

https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal


The 2022 Neighbors in Need "BEHOLD!" offering focuses on economic 
justice.  NIN is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that 
supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. 
One-third of the offering supports Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 
Justice and Witness Ministries use two-thirds to provide grants to UCC 
churches and organizations and support various justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects. 
We will collect the offering on Sunday, October 2 or you may donate at any time 
at:https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/neighbors-in-

need/ 
++++ 

 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 

SUN SEP 25   8:00am Apple Crisp Baking, Kitchen 

  8:30am In-Person Worship 

   10:00am In-Person Worship, Livestream, Radio Broadcast, 

     Sunday School, Childcare 

    12:00pm Womenôs Wisdom & Spirituality, dining room 

    

MON SEP 26   9:30am Bible, Friends & Coffee, parlor 

 

TUE SEP 27 10:00am Staff Meeting 

  2:00pm Huntington Service 

     2:00pm  Coffee with Rev Nancy, Riverwalk Café  

     6:00pm First Folk 

     7:00pm Tower to Tower Presentation, Nashua Country Club 

 

WED Sept 28   9:30am Newsletter Prep, room 15 

11:45am  BNI, dining room 

     6:45pm  Chancel Choir 

 

THU SEP 29 10:00am Thrift Shop 

     7:00pm Decibells  

 

SAT OCT 1   9:00am Floor removal, dining room 

10:00am Thrift Shop 

   11:00am Sisters in Sobriety, Nauss Hall 

 



 


