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First Church Messenger 

First Church was gathered in 1685 September 2022 

 
“But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15 

 
Friends, 
 

Can you hear the yawn and feel the stretch? 
Our church family is shaking of the last vestig-
es of summer, brewing a fresh cup of coffee 
and is readying for a new season.  This addition 
of the Messenger reads like a roster brimming 
with the who, what, where and when of our 
Fall Programming.  Believe staff members and 

me, when we tell you that it is no small effort to catalogue the happenings of 
First Church’s life together.  I’m tempted to pray for all whose eyes fix upon 
these pages in the words of the Common Book of Prayer: “Blessed Lord, 
who caused the Messenger to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear 
them, read, mark and inwardly digest them…” 
 

I’m aware that First Church is not alone among bodies awakening to pro-
mote its purposes.  Schools, civic organizations, team sports and leisure ac-
tivities are at it too.  We are all competing for you and your precious time.  
On my shelf is a simple, but helpful book by Lewis Smedes entitled 
“Choices: Making Right Decisions in a Complex World”.  In it, he observes 
that our most difficult choices happen when good things are in competition 
with each other.  
 

Right about now you may be anticipating that I use the name of the Al-
mighty dashed with guilt to advance First Church’s cause.  It’s tempting, but 
I refrain.  Instead, I remind you that the Gospel is Good News.  God has 
done for us what we cannot do for ourselves.  No longer does God ask us to 
work toward our salvation or somehow save the world or ourselves.  In 
Christ, God has chosen us.  Our question is to ask where is Christ calling us 
to freely share our gifts for our own growth and service in our church and 
the world that God loves so much.  Let not guilt but gratitude encourage you 
and your family in your choices.  This is the way that leads to the abundant 
life Christ has promised his own.  To learn more about this abundant life, 
why not check out his addition of the Messenger... 
 

Grace and Peace,  

Rev. Andy 

 

Property Management to Research Solar Energy  
 

The Property Management Committee is researching the possibility of solar 
energy for First Church.  PM wants to form an exploratory committee to un-
derstand what is involved in making this happen.  If you have any experience, 
knowledge, or if you would like to assist in this project, please reach out to 
Doug Brenner at rhousedjb@comcast.net or leave your name with the First 
Church Office. 

 

Tower to Tower:  
An Evening of Story  
Telling and Gratitude 

 

September 27, 7:00 PM  
Nashua Country Club 

 

You have already heard a few ser-
mon illustrations from my bike ride 
from the Little Brown Church in 
Nashua IA to our First Church, 
Nashua, NH. Nevertheless, more 
time (and AV equipment for pics 
and video) is required to give you 
the best insight into the experience. 
Here are just a few examples: I met 
up with a cyclist who had logged 
over 90,000 miles in 8 years living 
on his bicycle (He’s pictured be-
low); I was rescued from an oncom-
ing tornado; And here’s one I know 
you’ll find intriguing---I was hosted 
by a local church whose Sr. Minis-
ter Search Committee invited me to 
dinner at the finest restaurant in 
town. 

 

Join in on the evening’s presenta-
tion and I’ll fill in the details and so 
much more. Sign up at the welcome 
center. 
 

                    (Continued on page 3 - Tower) 

https://tfcucc.org/
mailto:rhousedjb@comcast.net
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All Boards meet on Monday, Sep-
tember 12 at 7:00 PM.   
 

Baptism - Any adult desir ing to be 
baptized or to have their child bap-
tized is asked to call the church office 
to schedule an appointment with one 
of the pastors. 
 

Hospitalizations - If you or  a fami-
ly member is hospitalized, please 
contact the church office. 
 

Help Keep our  Records Current. 
If you have a change of name, ad-
dress, phone number or email address 
please let the church office know.  
 

Membership - For information about 
becoming a member of our faith 
community,  please call the church 
office. The next orientation is coming 
up on Sunday, October 2 with the 
joining date of October 16. 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is 
looking for new members.  Contact 
Karen Bianchi, 603-897-0788 or 
kbianchister@gmail.com, for more 
information about getting involved 
with the group. 

The Visitation Team continues to 
meet the second Tuesday of each 
month, beginning September 13.  We 
will meet in room 10 from 2:00-3:30 
PM. The group will meet on Octo-
ber 4, November 8 and December 
13.  Email Rev. Jami with questions.  
The Visitation Team is looking for 

new members.  Contact Rev. Jami 
who can tell you all about this fun 
and engaging ministry.    
 

Visit our website at: 
www.tfcucc.org to view all the activ-
ities and events going on at First 
Church.   
Find us on Facebook at:  
https://www.facebook.com/tfc 

 
 
 
 
OCTOBER NEWSLETTER  

DEADLINE:   
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12  

 

PLEASE SEND ITEMS TO SUE 
ENGLANDER. THANK  YOU. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Heartfelt sympathy is extended to 
those who lost loved ones this sum-
mer: 
Carol Marshall on the death of her 
sister, Eleanor on June 17; Bernice 
Barnes, on the death of her son-in-
law Gerry, on June 21; Marie 
Greene on the death of her son, 
Shawn, on June 19; the family of 
Pauline Clark, who died on July 3; 
the family of Cynthia Covey, who 
died on July 12; Bill Reed on the 
death of his wife, Mary-Ellen, who 
died on July 12;  
Barbara Shannon on the death of her 
mother, Ruth Upham, who died on 
August 3; the family of Millie Giles 
who died on August 12.  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Arlene Richmond 
who is a first-time great grandmoth-
er! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 09/01 Sonja Lee 
 09/01 Jane Washburn 
 09/04 Carol Hutchinson 
 09/05 Judy McManus 
 09/08 Caryl Sullivan 
 09/14 Bonnie Houle 
 09/14 Paul Lamont 
 09/16 Martha Anderson 
 09/17 Cynthia Hallonquist 
 09/20 Chris Guild 
 09/23 Klavs Salgals 
 09/25 Sheila Latham 
 09/28 Jack Sullivan 
 09/30 Dot Gillespie 

 

 

 

 

Bible, Friends and Coffee begins a 
new season on Monday September 
12, at 9:30 AM in the ladies par-
lor. 
 

Rev. Andy and Rev. Nancy will fa-
cilitate the study and they will re-
view the lectionary text for the up-
coming Sunday (which by the way 
helps your ministers prepare for the 
Sunday sermon!) If you have a Bi-
ble, please bring it; if not, one will 
be supplied for you. 
No sign-up is required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee & Conversation 
with Rev. Nancy 

Resumes on  
September 13 

 

Join Rev. Nancy at Riverwalk Café 
every Tuesday from 2:00-3:00 PM 
for coffee and conversation.  No 
need to sign up; just stop by! 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=newsletter%20deadline&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl
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Wednesday Morning 
Men’s Group 8:00 AM: 
Psalms, Proverbs, and 

Ecclesiastes 
Starts on September 21 

 

Join Rev. Andy for a weekly one-
hour devotion and discussion rooted 
in the Wisdom Literature of the Bi-
ble. Unlike most Old Testament 
books, these books do not relate 
scenes from Israel’s history. Instead, 
these sayings, songs, and poems 
show us how to understand and deal 
with everyday problems through the 
lens of faith. One need not have 
knowledge of the Bible to join in. 
The fellowship we have is as im-
portant as what we learn. Also, each 
study stands on its own, so you can 
join in as you’re able. E-mail Rev. 
Andy, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org or 
Dianne Smigliani, 
dsmigliani@tfcucc.org for the link to 
the study.     

Tower - (Continued from page 1) 
 

Should you not be able to attend, I’ll 
give you the most important take 
away now. I’m so grateful to God, 
Janice and my family and to First 
Church. It’s not lost on me that the 
health, motivation, support, time and 
the vision for the journey are the re-
sult of gifts I’ve received along the 
way. I join the Psalmist when he 
says, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he 
is good; his love endures forev-
er.” (Ps. 107:1) 

A Message from 
 Rev. Nancy 

 
Friends in Christ, 
 

As I write this it is a hot and humid 
summer August day. When you read 
this, I anticipate it will be cooler and 
more inviting.  As we enter into the 
Fall season let the cooler weather 
serve as an invitation to join all that 
this faith community has to offer. 
 

During the COVID pandemic fol-
lowed by the warmth of this summer 
some may have gotten into the habit 
of attending worship from Zoom. 
The technology certainly allowed us 
and many faith communities to con-
tinue during the worst of the pan-
demic. I want to acknowledge that 
health and travel restrictions will 
dictate that for some attending, and 
worship online will continue to be 
the best option.  As a community of 
Christ, we are in covenant and wor-
shiping together and participating in 
church activities is an expression of 
that covenant.  
 

Rally Sunday on September 11th will 
be an ideal time to return to the 
sanctuary.  Fellowship time will fol-
low which will include a barbeque 
and special activities. Put it in your 
calendar to attend church that day 
and embrace the opportunity to 
catch up with friends and meet new 
people.  
 

In addition to Rev. Andy’s return 
and his thought-provoking sermons, 
Joseph, our minister of music, has 
planned another spectacular year of 
music which will stir your soul as 
nothing else can. LeeAnne and the 
Christian Formation team is plan-
ning a year of programing for the 
children and youth. Bible study, the 
men’s group and other faith explora-
tion opportunities will commence.   
 

Your presence contributes to the 
spirit of this church, and in ways 
you may never know, enhances the 
experience for others.  Come join us 
as we journey together in Christ.  
 
Peace & Blessings,   

Rev. Nancy 

Outreach Committee Packs 70  
Backpacks for Soup Kitchen 

 

The Outreach Committee thanks the 20 volunteers who purchased new school 
supplies, and helped set up and stuff the 20 items into 
the 70 new backpacks for the Nashua Soup Kitchen 
and Shelter.  And, thanks to those of you who have 
donated funds for the supplies. Usually we receive 
$2600 to buy the supplies in bulk but we still need 
about $1400 to meet that goal. 
 

If you have not yet donated, please send a check made 
out to First Church ASAP with “NSKS backpacks” 
written on the memo line.  Please contact Jocelyn 
Henning or the office with any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Book of Acts 
…and to the ends of the 

earth. Acts 1:8b 
 
 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality 
will study the Book of Acts, begin-
ning Sunday September 25 at noon.  
This in-depth study includes a movie 
where all the dialogue is word-for-
word scripture (NIV.) Come learn 
how the Christian Church came to 
be; how Peter begins Jesus’ charge 
to bring the good news to the ends 
of the earth, and how Paul (Saul) 
puts his spin on it!  As usual we will 
meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month, in the dining room beginning 
at noon.  The one exception is No-
vember 13, as we’ll meet in the Fire-
side Room.  Note the dates: Septem-
ber 25, October 9 & 23, November 
13 & 27 and December 11.  All are 
welcome. No need to have partici-
pated in WWS before.  Email Rev. 
Jami with any questions.  What an 
important book to study.    
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Fellowship: Place of Grace 
 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all 
(2 Corn. 13:14.) 
 

These words of Paul, shared with the 
church in Corinth, are words we of-
ten hear shared from our pulpit.  
They are a reminder that God calls 
us not into isolation.  Rather, God 
calls us into the company of others.  
In isolation we stagnate.  In fellow-
ship with others we learn, we share, 
we serve. 
 

Similar to last year, I am writing my 
first fall article about the fellowship-
ping I’ve been a part of since May. 
As you can see, there have been 
many opportunities to socialize with 
First Church parishioners.  I love 
that image of Carol Marshall!  Not 
only does she look fabulous but she 
does so having faced challenges this 
past summer.  Our church buoyed 
her, she who has given so much to 
our church over the years.  And look 
at that photo of Bev Belus and 
LeeAnne Steenhoek.  That was 
taken at Bev’s home where women 
of First Church were invited to sup 
and chat and bless the day.  And 
even though Bernice Barnes did not 
want her photo taken, I couldn’t help 
but to snap this one as she served me 
extra cookies to bring home to Jona-
than.  Bernice had me over for lunch 
one day where we caught up on 
months of happenings.  The other 
images are similar to my article 
from last year with the women of 
WWS (Women’s Wisdom and 
Spirituality) gathered for  our  final 
meeting at Greeley Park.  There we reviewed our studies of the year and determined that we will study the Book of Acts 
come fall.  It’s such a great book of the Bible to know about.  And there you’ll see images of our Visitation Team folks 
Jay, Linda, Bea, Trish and Dawn gathered in our  church cour tyard, for  our  final session together . 
 

We all, servants of this church, need a good break in the summer.  Having our year-end meetings in the context of an 
outdoor picnic, or around a table of cool drinks in our courtyard, is a wonderful way to celebrate our dedication to First 
Church. 
 

Finally, although I do not have photos to share, Carol and Lloyd Butler’s 11th annual summer BBQ was a time of great 
fellowshipping too. Oh, that generous table of food!  Yum.  Thanks Carol and Lloyd!  And to all the others who pitched 
in to make it a success.  And lest I forget, our annual church gathering at Horton Center (which is forthcoming as I write 
this article) happens again this summer.  Thank you to Joe Glajch and LeeAnne Steenhoek for all you do to pull this off.  
Joe and many, many others.  God bless you all.  
 

Here’s to another successful year at First Church.  
 
God speed, 

Rev. Jami 
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First Church to do  
Mission in  

La Romana DR in 2023 
 
First Church will be participating in 
an international mission opportunity 
to the Dominican Republic on Feb-
ruary 24 through March 5, 2023. 
Adults and youth (16 unaccompa-
nied or 15 accompanied by parent/
guardian) are invited to share their 
talents to meet many needs of Hai-
tian and Dominican poor centered in 
La Romana. Whatever skill you 
bring will be put to use. For exam-
ple: 
 If you have medical skills you 

can serve local clinics that min-
ister to sugar cane workers. 

 If you have construction skills 
you can help build the Good 
Samaritan Hospital. 

 If you have computer skills you 
can assist hospital administra-
tors. 

 If you have teaching skills you 
can participate in array of educa-
tional activities. 

 If you love children, you can 
participate in Vacation Bible 
School. 

 

Rev. Andy will be leading the trip. 
The deadline to make your commit-
ment to join us is October 2nd. Rev. 
Andy will hold two information ses-
sions. The First will be a Zoom 
Meeting on September 13th at 7:00 
PM.  Please contact Dianne Smiglia-
ni for the link. An in person meeting 
will take place on September 18 fol-
lowing worship in room 15 in the 
Walker Building.   
 

Sign up for both meetings at the 
welcome center. In the meantime, 
feel free to contact Rev. Andy with 
your many questions and go to 
https://centralmalaromana.org/ to 
learn more and view pictures of pre-
vious missions. Adios!  

Tower Restoration Nears Completion 
 

The Tower restoration project is starting to near completion.   
 

The work on the exterior masonry is almost finished.  In June, Viking Roofing 
replaced 60 failing or broken slates on the tower roof.  Ever notice that those 
tiles are red?  They were originally quarried in Marlborough NH.  It is very 

difficult to find that slate in red but Vi-
king Roofing used their resources to find 
a supply.  You won’t be able to tell the 
new tiles from the 100+ year old ones.  
The crane they used extended 256 feet 
from its base. These pictures show the 
massive size of the crane. We are also 
planning on lighting up the inside of the 
tower windows.  How great will it be to 
see the tower lighted up from the inside 
all night long!   
 

The interior masonry work is expected to 
be done sometime between August and 
October.  The final part of the work will 
start later this fall and that involves the 

clappers for the 15 bells.  We are opti-
mistic we can end the project by the 
close of 2022.   
 

The Tower Team sincerely thanks every-
one who has donated.  On top of your 
generosity, we can add to those funds the 
$60k we got from the State of NH 
LCHIP Grant, as well the nearly $37K in 
the Go Fund Me Tower-to-Tower cam-
paign, or direct donations for the Tower-
to-Tower Ride.  We are still short $35K 
to completely fund the Tower from do-
nations and grants by the end of 2022.  
For more information, reach out to any 
of the members of the Tower Team: Carol Baldwin, Peter Chaloner, Joe  
Glajch, Caryl Sullivan and Bill Thompson 

Thank You Project’s  Water Walk 
September 10, 2022 

9:00 AM - Greeley Park 
 

The Thank You Project is honored to invite First Church, 
Nashua to our 8th annual Water Walk.  First Church has 
been the backbone of everything we have accomplished 
thus far in our humble effort to bless others with our bless-
ings in this great country. Together, we have completed 
four water boreholes in Nigeria and have sent two students 
to Universities to study Medicine and Engineering respec-
tively. Thanks to the generous donations of our supporters, we are poised to 
complete our fifth water borehole this year, in Achi, Ijeoma Okorie’s village. 
This is a testament to the good in all of us. Thank You! 
 

Please come with your friends and neighbors too. Also, please continue to 
pray for the vision and mission of Thank You Project. Blessings! 
www.waterwalk.org.     www.thankyouproject.org/donate/  
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Thrift Shop to Open 
on September 15 

 

The thrift shop will open for the sea-
son on Thursday, September 15. The 
shop will be open on Thursdays, 
from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM and the 
first Saturday of the month, begin-
ning on October 1, from 10:00 AM - 
2:00 PM (December: 9:00 AM– 2:00 
PM). 
 

Donations are now being accepted. 
Here is a list of the items we need:  
PLEASE, PLEASE - FALL AND 
WINTER CLOTHING ONLY!!! 

 

 boys’ and girls’ clothing up to 
size 14 

 baby clothes 
 women’s clothing (all sizes) 
 costume jewelry 
 pocket books and accessories 

small knickknacks 
 

Leave your donations - clean and in 
good repair - in the marked bin in 
the courtyard lobby between the 
hours of 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM, 
Monday through Friday, or on Sun-
day morning.  Contact Gale Cum-
mings, Beth Bartlett or the church 
office with any questions. 
 

If you would like to volunteer in the 
shop a few hours a month, contact 
Gale. 

 

There’s No Place Like Home 
Charity Golf Tournament 

Monday, October 17 - Nashua Country Club 
 

Hosted by The First Church Nashua to benefit Family Promise of 
Southern New Hampshire and the Front Door Agency. 

See the flyer in this newsletter for  
more information and how to register. 

Hot Apple Crisp! 

The MAKE A DIFFERENCE class 
will be selling freshly made (in our 
kitchen) apple crisp on September 
25th following both the 8:30 and 
10:00 AM worship services. 

Thomas W. Mann writes, 
“Whoever will not welcome the 
realm of God as a little child wel-
comes it will not enter into it. My 
father was once walking on the 
beach with his three-year-old grand-
son when the little boy stopped, 
picked up a tiny fragment of a sea-
shell, and began to examine it. My 
father bent down and, looking at the 
tiny fragment, he asked the boy, 
“How could you see such a little 
shell?”  Because,” said the boy, “I 
have little eyes.” 
 

Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, un-
less you change and become like lit-
tle children you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.  Therefore, who-
ever humbles himself like this child 
is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven.”   Matthew 18:3-4 

 

New College Addresses 
Requested 

 

The Christian Formation Board likes 
to keep in touch with First Church 
young people who have gone away 
to college or who are newly inde-
pendent in the Armed Service, an 
International Exchange Program or 
other work.  Please contact the 
church office or email lsteen-
hoek@tfcucc.org with any change of 
address for your children. 
 

On October 23rd, the Make a Differ-
ence service group will pack and 
mail Halloween care packages to all 
young people who are away.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Get ready for First Church’s first 
movie night this fall, Friday Septem-
ber 23 at 7:00 PM. As usual, we’ll 
show this film in our dining room, 
provide some refreshments and wel-
come your contributions.  Rev. Jami 
will host a film based on the true 
story of Lois Wilson, co-founder of 
Al-Anon, and her alcoholic husband 
Bill Wilson who was a co-founder of 
Alcoholics Anonymous.  Winona 
Ryder and Barry Pepper give an out-
standing performance of this incredi-
ble story, the establishment of to-
day’s world-wide fellowship of Al-
coholics Anonymous.  
 

We look forward to seeing you. 
 

Our next Movie Night is on October 
28.  

 

Men’s Retreat: 
 Heaven Help us! 

 

The Wednesday Morning Men’s 
Group is hosting a retreat to be held 
at Rolling Ridge Retreat Center in 
Andover, MA from Thursday Octo-
ber 27 to Saturday October 29. All 
men are welcomed to join us. The 
Retreat begins with dinner on Thurs-
day at 6:00 PM and concludes after 
lunch on Saturday the 29th. Our 
time together will include discussion 
and reflection about Heaven. It is the 
greatest hope and mystery of our 
faith. Please bring your Bibles and 
participants are encouraged to read 
in advance “The Great Divorce” by 
CS Lewis and “The Five People 
You meet in Heaven” by Mitch Al-
bum. There will be plenty of time to 
walk the grounds, read, and relax. 
The cost for twin rooms is $300 and 
is all-inclusive. Please sign up at the 
welcome center and make checks 
payable to First Church. Scholar-
ships are available. Please direct 
your questions to Rev. Andy.   

mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
mailto:lsteenhoek@tfcucc.org
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Gathering with Grace, Gratitude  
and Generosity 

 

Stewardship Reflection 
By 

Erin Almeda 
 
It will be fall in a few weeks.  Time to 
celebrate the colors of the season and 
blessings of the harvest!  It is also a par-
ticularly good time for stewardship re-
flection in the months leading up to 
Stewardship Sunday on November 13th.  
This year, the Stewardship Committee 
asks you to reflect on the theme, 
“Gathering with Grace, Gratitude 
and Generosity”.  I don’t think we will 
ever take for granted again the oppor-

tunity to gather together given the restrictions placed on large 
gatherings in the recent past.  And that is why the Stewardship 
Committee is inviting you to a brunch following worship on Sun-
day, November 13th to gather in thanksgiving as a congregation.  
So please save the date and watch for more information to come.   
 

Grace.  People say grace before a meal or  may have used the 
phrase, “There but for the grace of God go I” to express humility 
in a situation.  But what exactly is Grace?  It is both a noun and a 
verb and according to the Merriam Webster dictionary has more 
than ten different uses and definitions!  It is a complex word for 
sure.  The definition I focus on here is 
1a: unmerited divine assistance given to humans for their re-
generation or sanctification 
b: a virtue coming from God 
 

Like God’s love that is given freely to all, grace is a gift direct-
ly from God - unmerited, unearned, unexpected.  Wow – hum-
bling for sure!   
 

Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God – not 
the result of works, so that no one may boast.”   
Romans 11:6 “But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis 
of works, otherwise grace would no longer be grace.”  God’s 
grace shows no favor yet we experience it! 
 

I bet we can all name specific times when we’ve felt touched 
by God’s grace – an exceptional sunset, a near miss when an 
accident seems certain, the joy of being with loved ones, an 
answered prayer - what an awesome feeling that is!  In those 
moments, I have experienced an immense feeling of closeness 
to God and overwhelming emotion.  Like being touched by 
God.  And because of these unearned gifts, I feel a responsibil-
ity to give back a portion of my blessings and show grace to 
others.   
 

1 Peter 4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one an-
other, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”  Peter calls us to 
give back and show our love for others as the ultimate way to 
glorify God. 
 

Stay tuned for next month’s stewardship message which will 
focus on Gratitude.   

 

Women’s Association Plan Trip 
to Parker’s Maple Barn 

Saturday, October 15, 2022 

There is a restaurant in Mason, New Hampshire 
that cannot be denied- Parker’s Maple Barn Res-
taurant.  All church women are invited to brunch 
at Parker’s on Saturday, October 15.  We will 
gather at the church parking lot at 9:00 AM for 
carpooling.  
 

There will be time to visit the Parker’s gift shop 
prior to being seated.   
 

This will be such a wonderful fall foliage event!   
Contact Carol Butler or Bea Dillaby for further 
information.  A sign-up sheet will be available at 
the welcome center.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

These words will be inadequate in expressing 
my appreciation for this church community dur-
ing my father’s illness and recent death.  Your 
cards, prayers, outreach, expression of concern 
and support lifted me and my family during this 
journey.  My eulogy for Dad was grounded in 1 
Corinthians 13 – the gift of love – which cap-
tured dad’s essence.  It also expresses the funda-
mental nature of this community of Christ.      
  

Thank you and continue to be the expression of 
love to all whom you encounter.    
 

Blessings, 
Rev. Nancy 

Save the Date! 
 

Adult Winter Retreat 
Marie Joseph Spiritual Center 

Biddeford Pool, Maine 
 

Friday, January 27 through  
Sunday, January 29, 2023 

 

Watch the weekly bulletin, 
weekly e-News and the October 
newsletter for more information. 
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September Blessings First Church of Nashua, 
 

We enthusiastically begin our 2022-2023 Program 
year.  Welcome to new families as you join us in wor-
ship for the first time!  Welcome to those of you re-
turning to our flock!  We hold an opportunity to gath-
er, learn and grow and be the church. 
 

-LeeAnne Steenhoek, Director of Christian Formation 
 

Rally Day September 11 
Christian Formation enthusiastically opens its class-
rooms and nursery anew.  We are excited to make new 
memories and celebrate our history together as we reu-
nite.  Sunday schools begins again on Rally Sunday, 
September 11.  Children ages 3 through Grade 12 are 
invited to attend worship at 10:00 AM in the sanctuary 
with their parents.  The nursery opens for infants, tod-
dlers and two-year-olds at 9:45 AM and is available 
throughout the worship service. 
 

We ask that you re-register your child for our new 
year.  Maintaining your accurate contact information 
is vital for communication and safety. 
 

Following the re-covenanting ceremony, children 3 
years old through 8th grade and teachers will leave for 
their classes.  All parents are asked to meet their chil-
dren at their classrooms after the service.  See related 
articles for information on specific classes. 
 

Rally Day Cookout 
We are Family and everyone is invit-
ed to the table to join in the fun at the 
annual Rally Day cookout after the  
10 AM service on Sunday September 
11.  Side dishes provided.  Please do 
not bring a dish to share. Stewardship generously 
gifts us with an ice cream truck for dessert.  Choose 
your favorite flavor.  The Christian Formation Board 
will provide hot dogs, burgers and beverages. 
 

Rally day is a homecoming for all of our educational 
programming for children through adults. Boards, 
youth groups and choirs begin anew and kick off the 
program year.   The barbecue is a chance to connect 
with old friends and make new friends as we grow 
together in Christ.  We are Family! 

Nursery News 
The nursery resumes its regular schedule on Sunday Septem-
ber 11 with Sambo Downs, Allison Dillman and Heather 
Nault at the helm.  These nursery coordinators along with a 
team of dedicated caregivers, are ready to nurture and lavish 
attention on the youngest members of our First Church fami-
ly. 
 

If you are new to First Church, you will find the nursery di-
rectly under the sanctuary.  Parents are asked to stop at the 
sign-in counter where you will be greeted by one of the coor-
dinators and asked to sign your name.  You and your child 
will receive bracelets with matching numbers which will be 
matched up when you return for your child at the end of wor-
ship.  You are asked to leave a cell phone number, so that you 
may be notified immediately if your child needs you.  You 
are welcome to stay with your child as long as you like.  Be 
sure to tell the adult volunteer anything they should know 
about your child (allergies, special signs or words, comfort 
tools) and mark all possessions and your child with the 
child’s name. 
 

We ask that you register your child to integrate as part of the 
Christian formation program, progressing from the nursery to 
Sunday School, Confirmation and youth activities as your 
child grows. 

Sunday School Registration 
 

If you are new to First Church, you will find Sunday school 
registration forms online, at the Christian Formation Center, 
Welcome Desk or by calling the church office, (603) 882-
4861.  Please register each child online confirming that your 
most recent email, cell phone and address are current even if 
you think we have them. 
 

Sunday School Schedule 
Sunday school classes for children age 3-grade 8 meet each 
Sunday, September 11 through June 12 with the exception of 
December 18-January 1, Easter Sunday and Memorial Day 
weekend when there is NO Sunday School. 
 

11:15 AM 

 All classes end.   
 Children in Grade 2 and under are dismissed when a   

parent picks them up at their classrooms.   
 Children in Grades 3-8 should know exactly where to 

meet their parents after class. 
 If worship ends before 11:15, please enjoy coffee and 

fellowship before coming to the Walker Building so that 
classes are not disturbed. 
 

After 11:15 AM 

 If parents are unavoidably delayed after worship, teachers 
may bring children to the Sunday school office.  If your 
children are not in the classroom, come to the Patricia C. 
Harris Christian Education Office on the second floor of 
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the Walker Building. 
 If you know you will be late, please arrange for 

another responsible adult to meet your child and let 
the teacher know who that person is. 

A diagram of the classrooms is included in the worship 
bulletin on Rally Day. 
 

Any questions or comments may be directed to 
LeeAnne Steenhoek, Director of Christian Formation. 

Sunday School Staff Orientation 
Orientation for all Sunday school lead and assistant 
teachers takes place on Thursday September 8th from 
6-8 PM starting in room 15 for finger food and fellow-
ship progressing to Shaw Chapel for Worship and 
Welcome Orientation and finally on to decorate class-
rooms and determine a schedule.  Please do give a 
copy of team schedules to LeeAnne Steenhoek. 
 

The session includes planning with teammates.  It is 
vital that all Sunday school teaching staff attend this 
meeting.  If you absolutely cannot attend this meeting, 
be sure to contact LeeAnne Steenhoek ahead of time.  
The schedule for the evening includes: 
6:00:  Room 15 Finger Foods 
6:30:  Worship and Welcome Orientation 
7:15:  Team Meetings 

Sunday School for Age 3 through Grade 2 
The younger Sunday school classes work with an inno-
vative curriculum called Worship Center.  Worship 
Center is a Montessori-derived program of worship 
and Bible stories that encourages children to explore 
their faith and Grow with God at their own pace.  Each 
room is a worship center that children learn to cherish 
and recognize as sacred.  Over time, they not only 
learn the stories of the Bible, but also the rhythm and 
meaning of worship.  The children have worship in 
their rooms.  They have music, stories, offering, prayer 
and snack (called “feast”) in their worship center.  On 
the first and third Sundays of each month, they spend 
some of their class time in the Shaw Chapel singing 
with Steve Blunt. 
 

Parents are encouraged to be involved by signing up to 
be the “Parent of the Day” who provides a simple 
snack and drink and helps in the class that one day.  
Each child has a turn to be the “Child of the Day” 
when parents are “Parent of the Day”.  Look for sign-
up sheets outside of each room.  By taking your turn 
two or three times throughout the year, you will learn 
more about this program.  Grandparents, aunts or un-
cles can also be Parent of the Day. 
 

Sunday School for Grades 3-5 
Students and teachers in grades 3-5 use the Chronicle 
Curriculum.  Chronicle follows a 3-year cycle through 
the Bible, with an emphasis on learning to read, inter-
pret and understand the Bible.  Some of the Bible les-
sons for the 2022-2023 include Bible Heroes, Faith in 
Action and the Miracles of Jesus. 

Make A Difference Grades 7&8 
Sunday school for grades 7-8 is planned as a pre-confirmation 
experience, providing a format to discuss and act upon lessons 
learned in Sunday School as well as time to prepare for the 
intensive confirmation class. 
 

Make a Difference meets during the regular Sunday school 
time each Sunday, except the first Sunday of the month when 
they remain in church for communion. 
 

Make a Difference focuses on mission and service to one an-
other, with intentional reflection on Christian service.  Activi-
ties include apple picking and projects for the Front Door 
Agency and the Nashua Soup Kitchen.  The class may create a 
mission based on current events.  Last year Make a Difference 
raised over $1,300 for tornado relief.  Students gather in 
Room 9 following the Children’s Message. 
 

Youth Programs for 2022-2023 
The First Church has an active Senior High fellowship group 
and a team of energetic, caring, well-trained adults from the 
congregation.  Fellowship, worship, outreach, and educational 
activities and programs are designed to encourage the devel-
opment and deepen connections between youth and God, one 
another, adults and children in the congregation and the world 
around them.   
 

Confirmation 
Confirmation is a year-long program for those in grade nine 
and over who wish to explore their faith, learn more about 
God, the Bible, the church and Christian traditions; and be-
come full members of First Church.  The group meets in the 
Fireside Room from 11:40 AM-1:00 PM on one or two Sun-
days each month.  Please see LeeAnne Steenhoek for paper-
work to register for Confirmation.  The Confirmation Calen-
dar is in your Confirmation Packets and on our church web-
site. 
 

Activity Dates and Missions For First Church Youth and 
Family in 2022-2023 

 Water Walk:  September 10 from 8:30 AM-12:00 PM at 
Greeley Park 

 Rally Day:  September 11 
 Christmas Pageant:  December 11 
 Pretzel Sunday:  March 12 
 Youth Sunday:  March 26 
 Senior Recognition:  Sunday May 8 
 Children’s Day:  June 4 
 

Intergenerational Worship, Programs and Missions  
encouraged at First Church.   
While youth are encouraged to participate in programs specif-
ically designed for them, our greatest hope is that our youth 
will join with their families and friends in participating in 
church-wide worship, missions and fellowship events.   
 

We encourage all youth: 
 to serve in our Christian Formation programs by assisting 

teachers in our children’s classes, work in the nursery, and 
lead Vacation Bible School activities.   

 to join or assist with our choirs and various musical en-
sembles. 

Once Confirmed, we encourage youth to teach Sunday 
School, join and serve First Church’s various boards, commit-
tees and ministry teams. 
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CHOIRS BEGIN  
2022-23 SEASON 

 

Please call the Music Office for any 
additional information  

(603) 882-4861 x15 
 

ALL-CHURCH CHOIR 
(Seasonal – SATB for all) 
On hiatus in 2022/2023 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR 
(10TH grade through adult) 
In progress - Wednesdays 

6:45-8:30pm 
Music Room 

 

CHAPEL CHIMERS 
(Cherub – 2nd Grade) 

Sunday Oct. 2 
9:15-9:45am 
Shaw Chapel 

 

CHORAL UNION 
(Seasonal – All vocal choirs) 

Wednesday May 10 
6:45-8:30pm 

Sanctuary 
 

DECIBELLS 
(10th Grade – Adult bells) 

Thursday Sept. 22 
7:00-8:30pm 
Balcom Room 

 

FIRST FOLK 
(Contemporary SATB adult) 

Tuesday Sept. 27 
6:00-7:00pm 
Music Room 

FIRST SCHOLA 
(8th – 12th Grade SA) 

Tuesday Oct. 4 
5:00-6:00pm 
Music Room 

 

JOYFUL NOISE 
(3rd – 7th grade) 
Sunday Oct 2 

11:20am-12:00pm 
Shaw Chapel 

 

JUBELLATION 
(4th grade – adult starter) 

Sunday Oct. 2 
11:30am-12:00pm 

Balcom Room 
 

MEN’S CHOIR 
(Seasonal – TTTB for all) 

Thursday – June 2 
7:00pm 

Music Room 
 

COME AND MAKE  
A JOYFUL NOISE! 

 

MOST CHOIR SCHEDULES 
AVAILABLE ONLINE! 

tfcucc.org  
under MUSIC 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
OPENS SEASON WITH 

All-Choirs Potluck! 
 
The Music Committee will host an 
all-choirs gathering on TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 6 at 6:30pm for  an 
All-Choirs Potluck in the Dining 
Room. This is open to all return-
ing and new choir members and 
their families. – Please bring a dish 
to share; beverages will be provided 
by the Music Committee. 
 

So come on down and join together 
in an evening meal with your choir 
colleagues and friends of the Music 
Ministry! We look forward to wel-
coming you! 

 

SUMMER MUSIC 
THANKS! 

 
Thank you to all of those who en-

hanced our worship this Summer by 
offerings their talents in Sunday ser-
vices. Whether through instruments 
or voices, your contribution to our 
worship life is greatly appreciated! 

 
Emily Adams 

Richard Benefield 
Mark A. Cleveland 

Men’s Choir 
Angie Dobler 

Dale Neth 
Debbie Nordyke 
Harry Nordyke 

Men’s Choir 
Nicole Paquette 
Craig Plummer 
Jennifer Selby 

Kate Steer 
Deb Stoll 

Women’s Choir 

ACCLAIMED CONCERT 
ORGANIST TO OPEN 
FIRST MUSIC’s 15th  

ANNIVERSARY SEASON 

Our 15th season of FIRST MUSIC 
proclaims 

“HAPPY ANNIVERSARY” 
where our mainstage offerings  

celebrate the joy of music outreach 
to the community. 

 

SCOTT MONTGOMERY (organ) is 
currently the Director of Music and 
Organist for Central United Method-
ist Church in Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
and a widely respected concert or-
ganist. 
 

Mr. Montgomery became nationally 
recognized in 2006 by winning both 
the Lilian Murtagh Memorial Award 
(first prize) and the Audience Prize 
of the American Guild of Organists' 
National Young Artist Competition 
in Organ Playing (NYACOP), the 
first person to win both prizes in the 
history of the competition.  Scott is a 
member of the Concert Artist Coop-
erative, a roster of national and inter-
national concert artists. 
 

Scott has performed for both regional 
and national conventions for the 
American Guild of Organists (AGO), 
the Organ Historical Society (OHS), 
and the National Pastoral Musician 
Conferences (NPM).  His perfor-
mances have been broadcast on na-
tionally syndicated radio programs 
"Pipedreams" and "With Heart and 
Voice." 
 

Mark your calendars for FRIDAY 
NIGHT, October 21, at 7:30pm, as 
FIRST MUSIC hosts this FREE 
opener to our 15th Season. 
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JUBELLATION  
RE-STARTS for  

4th to 8th grade bell ringers! 
 

Rhonda O’Keefe will be leading a 
re-start of our children’s hand bell 
ministry, which meets on Sunday 
mornings at 11:30-12:00PM start-
ing October 2. 
 

Please contact the Mu-
sic Office to register 
your child or children! 
This is a great place to 
explore and learn a 
new skill, and participate in the wor-
ship life of The First Church com-
munity! 
 

Come and have fun with HAND-
BELLS! 

 

SIGN-UPS for  
CHAPEL CHIMERS AND 

JOYFUL NOISE 
 

Rebecca Crivello, Children’s Mu-
sic Coordinator, will be with us in 

September, starting 
Rally Day, for re-
cruiting and sign-
ups for CHAPEL 
CHIMERS and 
JOYFUL NOISE. 
 

See an earlier listing in this Newslet-
ter for their rehearsal times and loca-
tions on the church campus. 
 

Children and youth are an INTE-
GRAL part of MUSIC AT FIRST. 
 

Come one, come all!  

 
 

 
 
 

FRIENDS OF  
FIRST MUSIC  
CAMPAIGN 
UNDERWAY 

 

Fundraising for The First Music 
Concert Series is underway! 
 

Please consider donating to this inte-
gral music outreach to our commu-
nity and region. 
 

We thank our long-time donors for 
their continued support and could 
always use new donors to keep our 
programming alive! Support the vi-
sion which has brought already 14 
seasons of fine music to the greater 
Nashua community. 
 

Want to become a “Friend of First 
Music?” – ask us how! Please con-
tact jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org or call 
(603) 882-4861 X15 for more infor-
mation.  

Please join us in Bringing the Joy of 
Music to the Gate City and celebrate 
our Series: a jewel in the music life 
of Southern New Hampshire! 
 

FIRST MUSIC offers FREE  
ADMISSION to all its music offer-
ings through the generosity of the 
FRIENDS OF FIRST MUSIC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, September 4 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00  Mark Cleveland, bass-baritone 
 
Sunday, September 11 
14th Sunday after Pentecost/Rally 
Sunday 
8:30 & 10:00  Chancel Choir 
 
Sunday, September 18 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 & 10:00  Staff Singers 
 
Sunday, September 25 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30    Organ 
10:00  Chancel Choir & Organ 

2022 Holiday Fair  
Coming in November 

 

Friday, November 4 
4:00 PM– 7:00 PM 

Saturday, November 5 
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Sunday, November 6 
Post Worship  

The Craft Group will meet on Sep-
tember 21, at 4:00 PM in the dining 
room.  If you would like to partici-
pate in the crafting or have ideas to 
share, contact Jocelyn Henning or 
Sandy Gribbin.  
 

Rebecca Small is heading up the Si-
lent Auction again this year. If you 
have handmade items, baskets, gift 
cards or other items that you would 
like to donate to the silent auction,  
contact Rebecca.    
 

Contact information for Jocelyn, 
Sandy and Rebecca is in the church 
directory or you may call the church 
office. 

Crop Walk 2022 
Save the Date 

Sunday, October 30   
 

This year’s Nashua’s Crop Hunger 
Walk plans call for an in person 
event.  Last year Nashua was ranked 
12th in the nation for fund raising, 
so we hope to have another banner 
year for participation.   
 

Please contact Jay Darrin at jaydar-
rin@aol.com  OR (603)883-5017 if 
you would like to help with recruit-
ing or would like materials to gather 
pledges for your walk.  
 

Materials for signing up pledgers 
will also be available at the welcome 
center.  

mailto:jaydarrin@aol.com
mailto:jaydarrin@aol.com
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September Worship Schedule  
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Rally Sunday 
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Inside this Issue: 
Bible, Friends & Coffee……………..……...page  2 
Christian Formation…………………........pages 8-9 
LaRomana Mission Trip…………………......page 5 
Men’s Retreat………………………………..page 6 
Movie Night……………………………...….page 6 
Notes from the Chancel…………..…....pages 10-11 
Property Management…………………..…...page 1 
Rev. Andy’s Message…………….…......…...page 1 
Rev. Jami’s Message……………..……...…..page 4 
Rev. Nancy’s Message…………………........page 3 
Stewardship Reflection………………….… .page 7 
Tower to Tower Presentation…………….….page 1 
Wednesday Morning Men……………..….....page 3 
Women’s Association Fall Trip………. .…...page 7 

 

https://tfcucc.org/


13 



14 


