
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational – United Church of Christ 
 
† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 

 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

October 23, 2022                       8:30 & 10:00 AM 
 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand                         
 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIMES (10:00)                                   Jim Stone 
 

MEDITATION   
“Pride makes us artificial and humility makes us real.”       Thomas Merton 

 

PRELUDE  Prélude modal, Op. 6, No. 1      J. Langlais 

                        (1907 – 1991) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP          (inspired by Joel 2: 28-29) 
Leader: Then I will pour out my spirit on all flesh, thus says the Lord. 
People: Send down the fire of Your justice! 
Leader: Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
People: Send down the rain of Your love! 
Leader: Your old shall dream dreams, and your young shall see visions. 
People: Send down Your Spirit, breathe life in Your people! 
Leader: In those days, I will pour out my spirit. 
People: And the people will worship and serve God in Spirit and Truth. 
 

*HYMN #161  Before the Cross of Jesus    
 

 



*OPENING PRAYER (Unison) 
How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!  We long to be where You 
are; to stand in Your very presence, and to see You, face to face!  And so we 
have come to this place today; we have gathered together to worship You—to 
offer the praise which belongs to You alone.  Bless us as we worship You 
together, and as we open our hearts and minds to Your presence among us.  
For You alone are God, who we know through the person and work of Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 

 

GREETINGS 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:00) 
 

WITNESSING STEWARD                                      Rev. Andy 
 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
SCRIPTURE READING              Joel 2:23-32 
O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given the 
early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early 
and the later rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall 
overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has 
eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against 
you. You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your 
God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to 
shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your 
God and there is no other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see 
visions. Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. I 
will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of 
smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord comes. Then everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who 
escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom 
the Lord calls. 
 

     Luke 18:9-14 
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous 
and regarded others with contempt: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was 
praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my 
income.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but 
was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this 



man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.  
     

GRATIA TIBI  Thanks Be to Thee            T. Tallis 
(10:00)      CHANCEL CHOIR                  (1505 – 1585) 
 
 

VOLUNTARY  Sweet Hour of Prayer            BRADBURY 

(10:00)   He Is Lord             HE IS LORD 

       DECIBELLS                arr. McChesney 
 
 

SERMON   “Two Hearts at Prayer”           Rev. Dr. Andrew Armstrong 
 
 

*HYMN #26  O Be Joyful in the Lord! (next page)            ROCK OF AGES 

 (10:00) 
 
 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
*RESPONSIVE PSALM 84 
Leader: Wherever You are, O Lord Almighty, beauty surrounds You.  My soul 

yearns, even feels faint when I sense the presence of the Lord. 
People: Our hearts, our very being cry out for the presence of the Living Lord.  
Leader: Even the birds of the air have found their home in You O Lord, a 

source of comfort and safety where the young may be raised in 
confidence.  

People: Blessed are those who dwell in Your presence, O Lord, for they are 
ever praising You.  

Leader: Blessed are those whose strength is in the Lord and whose hearts 
journey with the Lord, for even when they pass through the dark 
times in life, the presence of the Lord will make it a place and source 
of life.  

People: Hear our prayers, O Lord God Almighty, and be our comfort and 
safety.  Let Your Holy Spirit watch over us and guide us to always 
walk in Your presence.  

Leader: Better is one day in Your presence than a thousand elsewhere; I 
would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in 
comfort in the tents of the wicked.  

People: For the Lord our God is the light of the world and our protection.  The 
Lord bestows favor and honor for those who walk in the presence of 
the Lord. Blessed, O Lord, are those who trust in You. 

 

 



O Be Joyful in the Lord! 



PRAYER CONCERNS 
 
 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
  On earth, as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day, our daily bread 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER RESPONSE  Almighty Father, Hear Our Prayer    F. Mendelssohn 
(10:00)                         (1809 – 1847) 
 
 

OFFERTORY  Sweet Hour of Prayer                        BRADBURY 

(8:30)    He Is Lord                         HE IS LORD 

     DECIBELLS                arr. McChesney 
 
 

(10:00)   O How Amiable      R. Vaughan Williams 

                                           (1872 – 1958) 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY #515                                            OLD HUNDRETH L.M. 

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
As we offer our gifts and lives in this moment, may we become imitators of You, 
Gracious God, who holds nothing back from us, but is generous and gracious 
with all that is Yours.  In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 

 
 

*HYMN #204  Rejoice, the Lord is King         DARWALL’S 148th  
 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 
 

*BENEDICTUS  Twofold Amen        R. Ramsey 
(10:00)                          (1600 – 1650) 

 
 

POSTLUDE  Postludium                     H. Schroeder  

                                  (1904 – 1984) 
 
 
 
 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 
 

 

 

 



Rejoice, the Lord is King 



********************************************************************* 

AV TEAM CAMERA CREW:  Doug Brenner, Joe Glajch, Lee Hauenstein,  
Craig Neth, Don Smith-Weiss and Dennis Webster 
COVER ART: ChurchArt Online 
DEACON OF THE DAY:  Jeanne Chaloner 
LICENSING: CCLI (print) 3034682; CCLI (streaming) 20119862; CCS 12820; 

    OneLicense A-736284 

RESPONSIVE PSALM 84: written by Dan Bollerud, and posted on Pastor Dan’s 
Grace Notes.http://coslcgrace.blogspot.ca/ 
STAFF SINGERS:   Janet Poisson, soprano - Brianne Biastoff, alto 

    Zoe Harper, tenor - Scott Taylor, tenor 
  Joshua L. Gore, bass 

********************************************************************* 

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS 
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 

********************************************************************* 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO 

 HELP KEEP THE STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. 

********************************************************************* 
Have you remembered First Church in your will? 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule 
8:30 AM: In Person Worship 

10:00 AM: In Person Worship, livestream, radio broadcast, 
Sunday School and Nursery Care 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christian Formation Corner 
October 23, 2022  

Today is the 20th Sunday after Pentecost and the liturgical color is green. 
 
NURSERY CARE is available for our youngest members (infants through age 2) 
during the 10:00 AM worship service.  The Nursery opens at 9:45 and Nursery 
Coordinators are on hand to greet parents and explain the procedure for checking in 
and picking up your child. 
 
HALLOWEEN PACKAGES - Today, the Make A Difference class will pack 
Halloween packages for our young people who are away at college.  
 
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP meets today at 11:30 AM. Location TBD.  
 
BIBLE SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30.  Students in Grade 3 will receive their Bibles during 
the 10:00 worship service. 
 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 - The Rite of Confirmation will be held 
during the 10:00 service. Join us as we celebrate their accomplishment. 
 
APPLE CRISP UPDATE - The Make a Difference class would like to thank the 
congregation for their generous support in purchasing apple crisp. The group raised 
$845.00 which will go toward End 68 Hours of Hunger and the DR Mission trip in 
February 2023. THANK YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 
 
 

Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality meets today at noon in room 15 (note the 
change). Upcoming dates: November 13 & 27 and December 11.   The group 
is studying the book of Acts this semester.  Contact Rev. Jami with any 
questions. 

++++ 

All Church Forum: “To Change the World” – Tuesday, October 25 - 
Upheaval and uncertainty define our present age. We see this in the political 
tension that captures the headlines, but its sources are much deeper. Culture 
drives our politics and religion influences our culture. Join Rev. Andy as he 
explores how earnest efforts rooted in our churches “to change the world” have 
contributed to our current state of affairs. Further, he’ll suggest biblical guidance 
for our way forward. This forum will take place in Fellowship Hall. Sign up at 
https://forms.gle/xdtmoEe8PqHs1zLU7 or at the welcome center. 

++++ 

Thanksgiving Baskets and White Dove/Silver Dove Programs – Like last 
year, we will collect gift cards for these very special and especially needed 
outreach programs.  Contact Carol Butler (her information is in the directory) if 
you wish to participate in either (or both) programs.  Approximately 28 families 
need gift cards for Thanksgiving dinners this year.  The cards need to be 
collected by early November so that they may delivered to the agencies in 
plenty of time before Thanksgiving so the recipients will have time to shop.  
Look for upcoming information on the White Dove family numbers.  Thank you 
all for your patience and understanding. 

++++ 

Crop Walk 2022 - Sunday, October 30.  Last year Nashua was ranked 12th in 
the nation for fund raising. Let’s make this another banner year for participation!  
Sign up at the welcome center or contact Jay Darrin or the church office if you’d 
like to help with recruiting or would like materials to gather pledges for your 
walk. 
The walk begins and ends at Temple Beth Abraham, 4 Raymond Street in 
Nashua. Registration: 12:00 to 1:00 PM; opening ceremonies at 1:00; walk 
starts at 1:30 PM.   

++++ 

Thankfulness Tree is sponsored this year by Stewardship!  What are the 
God given graces that are filling your heart with gratitude this season?  Jot them 
down on one of our colorful leaves and hang them on our tree (located in 
Fellowship Hall).  Let’s create a display of gratitude for the abundance of grace 
that blesses our church family! 
 
 

https://forms.gle/xdtmoEe8PqHs1zLU7


Adult Winter Retreat – January 27-29, 2023 - “Your Life as Pilgrimage” 
This year, Rev. Andy will be leading the Winter Retreat at The Marie Joseph 
Spiritual Center in Biddeford Pool, Maine. Andy will lead us in a discussion on 
pilgrimage in our heritage then help us contemplate our journey. In addition, 
we’ll have the opportunity to write up our own pilgrim journey in the form of a 
spiritual biography. The cost for the weekend is $260.00 per person and 
includes meals. Scholarships are available. Deposits of $130.00 are due by 
November 1.  Please register with Sue in the church office. 

++++ 

Movie Night Friday, October 28 - 7:00 PM - Rev. Jami invites you to come 
watch this documentary chronicling the life and work of spiritual teacher and 
yogi, Ram Dass (1931-2019), named so after a spiritual awakening in India in 
the late 1960’s.  Formerly known as Dr. Richard Alpert, eminent Harvard 
psychologist, Alpert worked with fellow professor Timothy Leary conducting the 
controversial Harvard Psilocybin Project. This film represents Ram Dass’ 
teaching and life as a bridge between Eastern and Western philosophies.     
This is a 2019 production that runs 1 hour and 21 minutes.  Join us in Fellowship 
Hall. Snacks will be provided.  Bring some to share! 

++++ 

The Thank You Project (TYP) would like to thank everyone who donated and 
participated in the 2022 Water Walk.  Thanks to the efforts of many near and 
far, we were able to reach our goal of $35,000!! This will allow us to complete 
water well #5 and begin work on water well #6. 
 

Since its inception in 2014, the TYP has now raised over $175,000. Since 60% 
of water projects in Africa fail, we are very proud to say that we have a 100% 
success rate and we expect this to continue.  Your donations have made a 
dramatic effect on the lives of those impacted by now having clean water. 
 

Did you know that 115 people in Africa die every hour from diseases linked to 
contaminated water?  63 million people in Nigeria lack access to clean water. 
The TYP continues to not only bring precious clean water to communities in 
Nigeria but is also providing college education to students who cannot afford to 
pay for it themselves. 
 

We look forward to sharing pictures of water well #5 soon and we hope to see 
you next September for the 2023 Water Walk!  There is still time to be an 
integral part of our humble effort to bless others with our blessings! 
 

Please visit https://ThankYouProject.org/ to learn more and donate. 
 
 

https://thankyouproject.org/


Bible, Friends and Coffee meets on Mondays (except holidays) at 9:30 AM in 
the Ladies’ Parlor. Rev. Andy and Rev. Nancy facilitate the study and they will 
review the lectionary text for the upcoming Sunday.  No sign-up is required. 

++++ 

Wednesday Morning Men’s Study meets on Wednesdays, at 8:00 AM in the 
Ladies’ Parlor with Rev. Andy.  The group is studying Psalms, Proverbs, and 
Ecclesiastes.  Each study stands on its own, so you may join in as you’re able.  

++++ 

Coffee & Conversation with Rev. Nancy - Join Rev. Nancy at Riverwalk Café 
every Tuesday from 2:00-3:00 PM for coffee and conversation.  No need to sign 
up; just stop by! 

++++ 

Pulpit Flowers – If you would like to provide fresh flowers for the pulpit on 
Sunday morning, sign up on the chart located on the window sill near the 
welcome center or contact Sue in the church office to see what dates are 
available. 

++++ 

Ukraine Assistance – The United Church of Christ is appealing for support of 
the folks in the Ukraine.  Donate at https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-
e/ukraine-emergency-appeal or mail a check made payable to the United 
Church of Christ PO BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH 44194. Please be sure to note 
“Ukraine Relief Fund” on your check in the memo section. 

++++ 

UCC Hurricanes 2022 Emergency Appeal - The United Church of Christ is 
also appealing for support for families and communities affected by Hurricanes 
Fiona and Ian. You may mail a check payable to the United Church of Christ, 
PO BOX 71957 Cleveland, OH 44194. Please be sure to note “Hurricanes 2022 
Fund” in the memo section or donate online at: https://support.ucc.org/donate-
--hurricanes-2022 

++++ 

Choirs in Worship Next Sunday 
Sunday, October 30, 2022 
8:30 & 10:00 AM:  Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal
https://support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/ukraine-emergency-appeal
https://support.ucc.org/donate---hurricanes-2022
https://support.ucc.org/donate---hurricanes-2022


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Holiday Fair & Silent Auction 
Hundreds of craft items, gift baskets, bake sale and more 

Friday night dinner & Saturday lunch 
 

Friday, November 4: 4:00-7:00pm  
 Saturday, November 5: 9:00am-2:00pm 

Sunday, November 6: post worship 
 
Volunteers are needed on Monday morning, October 31 for about an hour 
to set up tables.  Volunteers are also needed to sell items on the days of the 
fair, and to break down tables on November 5th at 2:30 PM.  If you would 
like help or if you have any questions, contact Jocelyn Henning or Sandy 
Gribbin.   
 
Silent Auction – Contact Rebecca Small if you have items for the Silent 
Auction.  Deliver your items to the church by November 1. Please reach 
out to her if you have handmade items, baskets, gift cards or anything else 
you’d like to donate.  Her contact information is in the church directory or 
you may call the church office. 
 
Calling All Bakers - The bake sale has always been enormously successful 
due to the overwhelming participation of our First Church Family of Bakers.  
Sign up after church at the welcome center or contact Patti Mullin or Karen 
Menchion to let us know of your willingness to help.  We need bakers and 
workers. We look forward to this fun event! And to all the treats! 
 

Note:  The City of Nashua has asked we not sell custard pies or pies with 
meringue.   

 
 

 

 



 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 

SUN OCT 23   8:30am Worship 

   10:00am Worship, Livestream, Radio Broadcast 

     Sunday School, Childcare 

     9:15am Chapel Chimers 

   11:20am Jubellation, Balcom Room 

   11:30am Youth Group, room TBA 

     Confirmation Meeting, Nauss Hall  

   12:00pm Women’s Wisdom and Spirituality, room 15 
 

MON OCT 24   9:30am Bible, Friends & Coffee, parlor 
 

TUE OCT 25 10:00am Staff Meeting 

     2:00pm Huntington Service 

     2:00pm Coffee with Rev. Nancy, Riverwalk Café 

     6:00pm First Folk 

     7:00pm All Church Forum, Fellowship Hall 
 

WED OCT 26   8:00am Men’s Group, parlor 

   11:45am BNI, room 15 

     6:45pm Chancel Choir 
 

THU OCT 27   9:30am Newsletter Prep. Room 15 

     7:00pm Decibells 
 

FRI OCT 28   4:00pm Nashua Soup Kitchen & Shelter 

     7:00pm Movie Night, Fellowship Hall 
 

SAT OCT 29 11:00am Sisters in Sobriety, Nauss Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FIRST CHURCH 
STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

Associate Minister for Congregational Care, Rev. Jami D. Boyle, jboyle@tfcucc.org 

Interim Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz, CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Secretary/Receptionist, Susan T. Englander, senglander@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, Steve Buck, sbuck@tfcucc.org 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping with us for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary 

or fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering 

plate or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of 

fellowship, in Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of 

First Church please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various 

boards and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and 

seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the 

church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the 

first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely 

by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Wednesday. All information for 

the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:30 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Secretary. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 9:00am-noon and 1:00-4:00pm 

Visit our web site at www.tfcucc.org 
 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options  available. 
 

mailto:jboyle@tfcucc.org

