Whoever
- does not carry

~ their cross and

~ follow me cannot
" be my disciple.
Luke 14:27, NIV

THE FIRST CHURCH
NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Congregational — United Church Of Christ
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Gathered December 16, 1685

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.



Morning Worship
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Communion Sunday
September 7, 2025 9:00 AM

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand

APPROACH TO GOD

Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship.

TOWER CHIME Jim Stone

MEDITATION “Whoever does not pick up his cross and follow me
cannot be my disciple." -Luke 14:27

PRELUDE Melodie, Op. 51, No. 6 E. Mac Dowell
(1860 — 1908)
arr. C. C. Palmer

CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Psalm 1)

Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Come, let us delight in the law of the Lord, meditating on it day and
night.

People: Our joy is found in the steadfast love of God and the call to love our
neighbors.

Leader: Come, let us be planted by streams of Living Water, bearing fruit in
every season.

All: Together, we will worship the One who sustains us, who leads us in
the way of righteousness and life.



*HYMN 391

Ancient

Irish

Be Thou, My Vision

Tr. by Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Versified by Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935

In unison

SLANE

SLANE 10.10.9.10.

Traditional Irish Melody
Harm. by David Evans, 1874-1948
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich - es I heed not, nor man’s emp - ty praise,
4 High King of heav - en, my vic - to - ry won,
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Nought be all else to me save that thou art.
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou mine in - her - it - ance, now and al - ways;
May I reach heaven’s joys, O  bright heav - en’s Sun!
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Thou my best  thought, by day or by  night,
Thou my great Fa - ther, I thy true son;
Thou and thou on - ly, first in m heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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Wak - ing or sleep-ing, thy pres - ence my light.
Thou in me dwell-ing, and I  with thee one.
High King of heav-en, my treas - ure thou art.
Still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all. A - men.
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*OPENING PRAYER (Unison)
Holy and merciful God, You have called us to this moment, where Your word
meets our lives and Your Spirit stirs our hearts. As we gather in Your presence,
grant us ears to hear and eyes to see Your truth. May the roots of our faith grow
deep, nourished by Your grace, so that our lives bear witness to Your goodness.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI 513
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end, A-men, A-men.

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY Charles Okorie

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD

SCRIPTURE READINGS Deuteronomy 30:15-20

See,  have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey
the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by
loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and
the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if
your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other
gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live
long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven
and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death,
blessings and curses.



Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the LORD your God,
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days,
so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

Luke 14:25-33
Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to
them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my
disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying,
‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” Or what king, going out to
wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is
able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty
thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation
and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if
you do not give up all your possessions.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON “The Few and the Proud”
Rev Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong

*HYMN 97 God of Our Life, Through All the Circling Years SANDON

(see next page)



Hugh T. Kerr, 1872-1950, alt.

God of Our Life, Through All the Circling Years

SANDON 10.4.10.4.10.10.

Charles H. Purday, 1799-1885
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1 God of our life, throughall the cir-cling years, We trust in thee;
2 God of the past, our times are in thy hand; With us a - bide.
3 God of the com -ing years,through paths un-known We fol - low thee;
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In all the past,through all our hopes and fears, Thy hand we see.
Lead us by faith to hope’s true prom-ised land; Be thou our guide.
Whenwe are strong, Lord,leave us not a - lone; Our ref-uge be.
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With each new day, when morn - ing lifts the veil,
With thee to bless, the dark - ness shines as light,
Be thou for us in life our dai - ly bread,
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We own thy mer - cies, Lord, which nev - er fail.
And faith’s fair vi - sion chan-ges in - to sight.
Our heart’s true home when all our years have sped. A-men.
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RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD

PRAYER CONCERNS

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Leader: The Word of the Lord invites us to choose life, to walk in God’s ways,
and to live in covenant with our Creator. Yet we know how often we fall
short of this calling. Let us confess our sins together, trusting in God’s
mercy.

People: Eternal God, our Judge and Redeemer, we confess that we have turned
away from Your love and truth. We have lived for ourselves and
neglected Your will. We have failed to love our neighbors as ourselves,
avoided the burdens of compassion, and ignored the cries of the
vulnerable. In Your great mercy, forgive us. Renew us with Your Spirit,
that we may delight in Your law and walk in Your ways, to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

A time of silence for personal confession

KYRIE 545 Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us J. Merbecke
CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING (1510 - 1585)

Lord, have mercy upon us;
Christ have mercy upon us;
Lord, have mercy upon us.



ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Hear the good news: the Gospel frees us from selfishness and sin,
empowering us to walk in the way of life. In the name of Jesus Christ, I
declare to you: your sins are forgiven.

People: Thanks be to God. Amen.

OFFERTORY Ride on, King Jesus! H. Johnson
from the Cantata “Son of Man” (1888 — 1970)
MARK A. CLEVELAND, bass-baritone

*DOXOLOGY 515 OLD HUNDRETH LM

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
O Lord, our Rock and Redeemer, help us to see our giving not as a burden but as
a joyful response to Your abundant grace. Bless these gifts we offer today, that
they may be signs of hope and instruments of Your peace in the world. In the
name of Christ, we pray. Amen.

THE COMMUNION

It is a tradition at The First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the
people of God renewing our covenant. We serve grape juice and gluten free bread.

INVITATION, SURSUM CORDA AND COMMUNION PRAYER
Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to God.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: Itisright to give Him thanks and praise.

Leader: Let us pray.




SANCTUS 550 S. Wesley
(1766 - 1837)

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory:
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. A-men.

INSTITUTION AND SHARING OF THE BREAD

Betrachte, meine Seel’ J. S. Bach
from “St. John’s Passion, BWV 245" (1685 - 1750)
Betrachte, meine Seel’, mit ingstlichem Vergniigen, Ponder, my soul, with anxious delight,
Mit bittrer Lust und halb beklemmtem Herzen With bitter delight and half-uneasy heart,
Dein hichstes Gut in Jesu Schmerzen, Thy highest good in the pain of Jesus
Wie dir aus Dornen, so ihn stechen, How Thee, out of the thorns that him pierce,
Die Himmelsschliisselblumen bliihn! The “Keys-of-Heaven” [primroses] blossom.
Du kannst viel siisse Frucht Thou canst break off much sweet fruit
von seiner Wermut brechen, from His wormwood,
Drum sieh ohn Unterlass auf ihn! Therefore look without ceasing unto Him.

INSTITUTION AND SHARING OF THE CUP

Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled O. Speaks
(1874 — 1948)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,
On earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.



*HYMN 177 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross HAMBURG

(see next page)

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Fugue in C Major, BuxWV 174 D. Buxtehude
“Jig Fugue” (1637 —1707)

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS
AV TEAM: Lee Hauenstein and Don Smith-Weiss
LICENSING: CCLI (print) 3034682; CCLI (streaming) 20119862;
CCS 12820; OneLicense A-736284
SCRIPTURE:  NRSV reprinted by permission of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS
ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

Pulpit Flowers are given in celebration of Lloyd and Carol Butler’s 57" wedding anniversary.

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE STAFF
INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. YOU MAY ALSO SUBMIT PRAYER CONCERNS
ONLINE. FIND THE PRAYER REQUEST BUTTON ON THE WORSHIP PAGE FOR ANY
PRAYER CONCERNS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH REV. NANCY.

Summer Worship Schedule
June 1%t — September 7, 2025
One Service at 9:00 am

In-person Worship and Livestream
WSMN 95.3 FM, 1590 AM



When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Iseac Wails, 1674-1748

HAMBURG L.M.
Arr. by Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

PASSION AND CROSS
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Prince  of glo - ry died, My rich - est gain I
death of Christ, my God; All the wvain things that
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count but loss, And pour con-tempt on all my pride.
charm me most I sac - ri - fice them to his blood.
sor - row meet, Or thornscom-pose so rich a crown? A-men.
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4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
CCLI # 3034682

Alternative tune, ROCKINGHAM, No. 357



RALLY DAY - Sunday, September 14t
One Service at 10:00 am
In-person Worship and Livestream
WSMN 95.3 FM, 1590 AM
Sunday School and Nursery Care resume

THE MUSIC MINISTRY WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS FOR THE COMING
FALL SEASON!
ALL VOICE PARTS are welcome to consider membership in THE CHANCEL
CHOIR or FIRST FOLK. DECIBELLS (our adult bell choir) is also looking for new
ringers, who possess basic music-reading skills and an INTEREST IN
LEARNING HAND BELLS. Please contact JOSEPH in the MUSIC OFFICE for
more information. jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org - (603) 882-4861 x15.

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current

SUNDAY SCHOOL/NURSERY CARE - Sunday School and Nursery Care are on a
break for ONE MORE WEEK! Busy bags are available at the Welcome Center for
children who attend worship with their family. We look forward to seeing you on
Rally Day, September 14t at 10:00 am!

THRIFT SHOP- Donations of women’s and children’s (newborn- size 14) clothing

are welcome as we prepare to open on Thursday, September 18t. Fall items, clean
and in good repair can be placed in the bin at the Courtyard entrance. Jewelry and
small knick-knacks are also needed. Contact Beth Bartlett with any questions (603)
822-4785.

FRIENDS OF FIRST MUSIC- Fundraising is underway for the Friends of First
Music, to underwrite the 18th Season of the FIRST MUSIC CONCERT SERIES. Letters
were sent to all friends and members of The First Church, encouraging sending a
donation to continue our free admission for all, as we continue our music outreach.
This year’s goal is $32,000 - Bringing the Joy of Music to the Gate City, now for the
18t year!



mailto:jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org

THANK YOU PROJECT 10™ ANNUAL WATER WALK - TAKES PLACE SAT.
SEPT. 13TH AT GREELEY PARK FROM 9AM TO 12 NOON. Help us bring clean
water to those in need. DID YOU KNOW? - 63 million people (3 in 10) in Nigeria
lack access to clean water. 115 people in Africa die every hour from diseases linked
to contaminated water. The TYP is changing this reality.

Visit the TYP Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/TYPWaterWalk

or our website https://thankyouproject.org/ to learn more.

OUTREACH: WISHES FOR DISHES- The Family Promise Program provides
temporary housing for homeless families with children. The First Church cooks
prepare dinner for 55 adults and children, the third week of each month. The Family
Promise kitchen is in short supply of dinner plates, silverware, cereal bowls, adult
mugs (no cups/saucers) and children’s dishware. Do you have microwave and
dishwasher-safe dishes you no longer need? Donations can be left at the office. If
you have questions about what to donate or wish to have your donation picked up,
please call Beth Raymond 508 595 0035. Contact the office with any further questions
603 882 4861. Thank you!!

Music in Worship Next Week
Sunday,September 14", Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Rally Day
10:00 Chancel Choir



https://www.facebook.com/TYPWaterWalk
https://thankyouproject.org/

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH

SUN SEP 7

MON SEP 8

TUE SEP 9

WED SEP 10

THU SEP 11

FRI SEP 12

SAT SEP 13

9:00 am
10:00 am
7:00 pm
10:00 am

4:00 pm

7:00 pm

6:45 pm

6:30 pm
3:00 pm

9:00 am
11:00 am

Worship, Livestream, Radio Broadcast
Teacher’s Meeting (room 15)

Newsletter Deadline
All Boards

Holiday Fair Committee (room 15)
Nashua Soup Kitchen & Shelter
Thank You Project (room 14)
Chancel Choir

Quilt Guild (dining room)

Hunt Community Service

Thank You Project Water Walk, Greeley Park
Sisters in Sobriety (dining room)



T2 N4 SEASON XVIHI

100th Birthday Bash

CONCERT SERIES 2025 - 26 SEASON BRINGING the JOY of MUSIC to the GATE CITY

ORGAN MASTERS

DENIS COMTET
Titular Organist of Lille Cathedral (France)
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CHANCEL CHOIR OF THE FIRST CHURCH
MUDDY BROOK CHAMBER PLAYERS

SUNDAY

Poisson ¢ Plummer ¢ Sokol ¢ Cleveland

ALINTENVESPERS ~ [HA @ L\

CHANCEL CHOIR OF THE FIRST CHURCH
Poisson ¢ Wilson ¢ Cleveland ¢ Olefirowicz

ADPR STRAVINSKY (% COPLAND
Y A SOLDIERSTALE - APPALACHANSPRING

FIRST MUSIC CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Joseph R. Olefirowicz, conductor

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY!
POPS FOR PIPES

JAMES KENNERLEY
Municipal Organist of Portland, Maine

‘ \ THE FIRST CHURCH 1 CONCORD STREET « NASHUA, NH




THE FIRST CHURCH
' NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE

STAFF

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org
Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org
Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz-MA,CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org
Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
Office Manager, Tasha Drew, tdrew@tfcucc.org
Christian Formation Coordinator, Amanda Steere, asteere@tfcucc.org
Interim Sexton, Bruce Lund, blund@tfcucc.org

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans

WELCOME
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those
who are visiting or worshiping with us for the first time. Please fill out the visitor card found in the pew
racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon
so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, in Fellowship Hall, following worship.
If you have any questions about the life and ministry of The First Church, please seek out the individuals
wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various boards and committees.
INFORMATION
The First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same
day Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894,
is the tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with
the United Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of The
First Church and seek to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those
interested in joining the church should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of
Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. The
First Church is supported almost entirely by pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge
according to their ability.
PASTORAL CARE
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness,
sorrow, and joy. Let the church office know if you or a family member or friend is hospitalized.

COMMUNICATIONS
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that
we may keep our records current. All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on
Tuesday. All information for the monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:00 PM on the second
Monday of the month (August through May).

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Office Manager.

THE FIRST CHURCH

One Concord Street * Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 * 603-882-4861
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-4:00 pm, Frlday 9:00am-noon
www.tfcucc.org
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