Growing into
God's Future

Dear Members of the Congregation and Friends of First
Church:

Honoring Our
Past When asked to write a letter to you about the Capital

Campaign, my first thought was that the Campaign is about stewardship.

| grew up in Hudson, New Hampshire, and our family attended the Hudson Community
Church. As a child | remember my father and another member of the church visiting
with other church families to talk about stewardship. From that experience my
understanding of stewardship was that it was about giving money.

While in our twenties, Don and | bought a run down, modest sea captain’s house in
Portsmouth. We put a lot of work and love into that house. We both had a strong sense
of stewardship toward that house wanting to restore it in a way that both honored its
past and improved it so it could be lived in and loved for many years to come.

For me, stewardship has come to mean both the giving of our resources as well as
embracing the duty to care for those things that we have inherited from others so that
we may pass them along to future generations. Our theme for the campaign “Honoring
Our Past — Growing into God’s Future” is our call to be such good stewards.

Our congregation has existed for 341 years, and our beautiful church was built in 1894.
We honor our past by maintaining and making necessary repairs to our properties and
we make new improvements knowing that those who come after us will be able to utilize
and enjoy them.

But our church is more than the buildings. We are a community of people who know
that our calling is to serve others. Like our last capital campaign, this campaign will have
an outreach portion to assist other nonprofits who serve the needs of our community.
We grow into God’s future by helping others today.

The campaign’s goal is $2.5 million, and | believe we can reach and even exceed this
goal. There are many things we want to accomplish, and we have made a good start in
our fundraising, but we need your help in order to make this campaign a success!

Making a decision about how much to give is always difficult. Many things hold us back
from giving generously. We may feel uncertain about our future, our needs and our
resources. It can be hard to overcome our anxieties and move forward. When this
happens to me, | am reminded of Philippians 4:6-7, “Be anxious for nothing, but in



everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be known to
God”. Have faith.

The church has been a big part of our lives for almost thirty years as a source of
inspiration, hope, comfort, friendship and love. It is impossible to put a price on the
value of those things, but | know | want the church to continue for us now and for all
those who come after us. | hope you feel the same and will join us in giving generously
so that we, as a church, will be “Honoring Our Past — Growing into God’s Future”.

Lastly, please make every effort to join us March 12 at Sky Meadow for our kickoff to the
campaign. And please save the date of May 31 for the exciting Celebration Sunday at
the Church where we announce our totals of the campaign and enter the next chapter of
opportunities.

Warm Regards,
Brenda Smith-Weiss, Chair of Prudential



