i As your pastor, one of the greatest joys in life is hearing other

people say good things about the church | serve. The stories |
hear about First Church’s unwavering commitment; especially
in challenging times is truly inspiring.

Growing into
God’s Future
| want you to know that the community sees the product of
your faith alive and at work. They thank us for the financial
support that never wavered through the pandemic. They

Honoring Our speak of our members who serve tirelessly on local boards

Past and volunteer in critical missions. Our beautiful building itself

is recognized as a sacred treasure in the heart of our city—a

source of civic pride and spiritual comfort that has stood firm for decades.

This deep-rooted strength, this resilience in action, is a conduit for the Holy Spirit
reaching beyond us all. It reminds us that our good works and gratitude are not a pause
on history, but the foundation for our next chapter. We give thanks for this past as we
look to the future with great hope, which is why we are calling you to join our campaign:
"Honoring Our Past—Growing into God's Future."

This campaign is more than bricks and mortar; it's an invitation to live out our faith in
tangible ways. We are committed to vital projects—repairing and reinforcing our roof,
replacing windows in the Walker Building, repaving our driveway, installing air
conditioning, adding solar panels, renovating bathrooms and the staff kitchen,
refurbishing our sanctuary piano, upgrading our audio-visual and streaming capabilities,
and enhancing our campus infrastructure. Each effort supports the work we do within
and beyond the church walls—serving 3-5 Concord, Transitional Housing, Family
Promise, and The Front Door Agency. These investments are our way of saying, “We
are in this together, and God’s work is never finished.”

Remember, these endeavors are more than infrastructure; they are a testament to our
faith in God’s future—a future in which we continue to grow into the vision God has for
us. Reflecting on the recent spiritual journey | took—a 1,200-mile bicycle ride called
"Tower to Tower" from the Little Brown Church in Nashua, lowa, to First Church Nashua,
New Hampshire—I was reminded how vital faith and resilience are to carry us through.
That pilgrimage celebrated our 337-year legacy of service and mission and reaffirmed
that our ministry belongs to something much larger than ourselves. Our shared faith and
perseverance and resilience have seen us through shifting cultures, a global pandemic,
and many unforeseen challenges—affirming that God’s hand has been upon us, guiding
us toward a future filled with promise.

So | invite each of you to trust in God's tender and bold future—a future bursting with
hope and possibility. As we prepare for this campaign, let us remember our shared



journey—faith as our foundation, fellowship as our strength, and hope as our guiding
star. With joy and confidence, let us step forward—knowing that in Christ, we are
building something enduring, something only God can perfect. As the psalmist reminds
us, “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain” (Psalm 127:1).
With the Lord leading, we will continue to grow into the future God envisions for
us—together.

With heartfelt gratitude,
Rev. Andy Armstrong

Sr. Minister



