
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Congregational – United Church of Christ 

 

† 
 

Gathered December 16, 1685 
 

No matter who you are, whom you love, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Morning Worship 
Communion Sunday 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

October 4, 2026           10:00 AM 
  

 

*If it is comfortable for you to do so, please stand.  
 

 

APPROACH TO GOD 
Let us keep silence as we prepare for worship. 

 

TOWER CHIME          Norma Smith 

                     

MEDITATION Meditation: "Neglect not the grace that is in thee. If you do not 

daily strive to advance, you will quickly go backward. No man 

stands still in the spiritual life; he who does not gather with 

Christ scatters, and he who does not build upon the foundation 

destroys what was already laid."  Thomas à Kempis 

                                      

PRELUDE   Douze Pièces pour Grande Orgue, Op. 16 L. Boëllmann 
viii. Premier Verset de Procession sur l’Adoro Te (1862 – 1897) 

              (First verset and procession on the chant ADORO TE)  

 

INTROITUS   The Lord Is In His Holy Temple   F. R. Lund 
        CHANCEL CHOIR   (*1938)  

  

CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Psalm 19)  

          

Leader: The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of 

His hands.    

People: Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal 

knowledge.        

Leader: The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul; the statutes of the 

Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.       

People: May our worship be a sweet fruit, grown in the vineyard of God’s 

grace.                  

Leader: Let us worship the God of the harvest!  

People: We come to offer our praise and to be enlivened by Your Word. 



*HYMN   Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing   NETTLETON 

CCLI #3034682 



*OPENING PRAYER 

Holy and Creative God, You have planted us in a world of beauty and 

purpose, tending to us like a master gardener. We thank You for the "bright 

light of this new day" and for the way Your truth illuminates our hearts. As 

we gather in this sacred space, clear away the briars of our distractions and 

our worries. May our time together help us recognize Your presence in every 

ordinary moment, that we might live as Your faithful partners in redeeming 

the world. In the name of Jesus, our Teacher and Lord, Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI 513 

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 

  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

  World without end, A-men, A-men. 

 

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD'S WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS                    Isaiah 5:1-7  

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard:  My beloved 

had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.  He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted 

it with choice vines; he built a watch-tower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine 

vat in it he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.  And now, 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.  

What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?  When I 

expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?  And now I will tell 

you what I will do to my vineyard.  I will remove its hedge, and it shall be 

devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.  I will make it 

a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and 

thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.  For the 

vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his 

pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard 

a cry!        

            



 Matthew 21:33-46 

 ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 

around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants 

and went to another country.  When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to 

the tenants to collect his produce.  But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 

another, and stoned another.  Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they 

treated them in the same way.  Finally, he sent his son to them, saying, “They will 

respect my son.”  But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is 

the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.”  So they seized him, threw him 

out of the vineyard, and killed him.  Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 

will he do to those tenants?’ They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a 

miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce 

at the harvest time.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: “The 

stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is amazing in our eyes”?  Therefore, I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken 

away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.  The one 

who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it 

falls.’  When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that 

he was speaking about them.  They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 

because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

GRATIA TIBI   Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet  H. Porter 
             (1897 - 1960) 
              

 

 

SERMON   “Use it or Lose it” 

Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong 

 

 

 

 



RESPONSIVE PSALM 19                                          JOSHUA L. GORE, psalmist 

 

The Psalm will be intoned once: The Congregation sings the same Response, and 

then again at the “R ” indication.  
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed (Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus 

Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the 

third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and seated at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 

   

          

PRAYER CONCERNS           

 

 

SILENT PRAYERS and PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)     (Based on Isaiah 5 and Matthew)  

Together: Almighty and Gracious God, You have given us a vineyard 

of plenty—Your Word, Your Spirit, and Your community. 

You looked for a harvest of justice, but we too often yield the 

wild grapes of selfishness. We confess that we have 

sometimes ignored Your messengers and kept the fruits of 

Your grace for ourselves. We have not loved our neighbors 

as You have loved us, and we have failed to tend to the "holy 

ground" on which we stand. Forgive us, Gracious God, by 

the mercies of Christ. Restore us to Your purpose and prune 

away our pride.  Amen. 

 

(A time of silence for personal confession) 

 

 



KYRIE 545  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us    J. Merbecke 
     CONGREGATION JOINS IN SINGING  (1510 – 1585) 

Lord, have mercy upon us; 

 Christ have mercy upon us; 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

Leader: Hear the good news: The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone. In Jesus Christ, the foundation of our faith 

is secure. To all who turn to Him with a sincere heart, He promises 

pardon and peace.  

People: Thanks be to Christ, who sets us free to live and to serve!  

  
         

OFFERTORY   Bread of Heaven      D. A. White 
             (*1944) 

  

    

*DOXOLOGY 515          OLD HUNDRETH LM  
 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 

Generous God, we recognize that the greatest gift is the gift of Your love, which 

sustains us like rain upon the vine. We return these offerings—our material 

resources and our time—not out of obligation, but as a sign of our trust in Your 

provision. Use these gifts to tend to the broken places in our world, to bring 

comfort to the burdened, and to extend Your redeeming will into this moment in 

history. May our lives be the evidence of our faith, bearing fruit that honors You. 

In the name of the Prince of Peace, Amen. 

 

THE COMMUNION 

 

It is a tradition at The First Church that we eat the bread and drink the cup together as the 

people of God renewing our covenant.  We serve grape juice and gluten free bread. 
 

 



INVITATION, SURSUM CORDA AND COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to God. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Leader: Let us pray 

 

SANCTUS 550          S. Wesley 
(1766 – 1837) 

   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 

   Heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 

   Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.  A-men. 

 

INSTITUTION AND SHARING OF THE BREAD 
     

      Kyrie Eleison (Mass in G)   F. Schubert
       From “Mass in G Major”   (1797 – 1828) 

        JULIANNE GEARHART, soprano 

 

INSTITUTION AND SHARING OF THE CUP 

      Agnus Dei (Mass in G)    F. Schubert 
       From “Mass in G Major” 

        MARK A. CLEVELAND, bass 

 
              

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 

  On earth, as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day, our daily bread 

  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

 Amen. 

 



*HYMN      Here I Am, Lord     HERE I AM 
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*BENEDICTUS   On Us Bestow Thy Blessing  F. R. Lund 

  
         

 POSTLUDE    Postlude on HERE I AM    A. BUTTERS 

             (*1958) 

 

 

Have you remembered The First Church in your will?  

 

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED; OUR SERVICE BEGINS 

 

AV TEAM:  Don Smith-Weiss & Lee Hauenstein 

LICENSING: CCLI (print) 3034682; CCLI (streaming) 20119862; CCS 

12820; OneLicense A-736284 

SCRIPTURE: NRSV reprinted by permission of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ. 

STAFF SINGERS: Julianne Gearhart, soprano, Abra Mueller, alto,   

    Joshua L. Gore, Tenor; Mark A. Cleveland, bass  

   

HEARING AIDS AND LARGE PRINT BULLETINS  

ARE AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 
 

 

PLEASE USE THE VARIOUS CARDS IN THE PEW RACKS TO HELP KEEP THE 

STAFF INFORMED OF YOUR PASTORAL NEEDS. YOU MAY ALSO SUBMIT 

PRAYER CONCERNS ONLINE.  FIND THE ‘PRAYER REQUEST’ BUTTON ON THE 

WORSHIP PAGE FOR ANY PRAYER CONCERNS YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE 

WITH REV. NANCY.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NOTES FROM THE CHANCEL 

 

Léon Boëllmann died young but still left 68 published works, of which the Suite Gothique  

(Op. 25, 1895) is his most popular. The Prelude, the first Verset is from a twelve-piece set of 

works, written in 1890. It uses the Gregorian chant ADORO TE DEVOTE as its main musical 

theme. Its reflective start with closed Swell box and all 8’ (flue) stops on the Swell, develops 

to the first solo of the theme on the combined registration of the Principal and Small Diapasons 

8’ on the Great manual.  

 

Its slow build-up climaxes in a restatement of the theme in a majestic manner; using the 

complete coupled 8’ principal resources (Fonds) of the Swell, Choir and Great. The theme 

unravels dynamically to end as soft as it begins.  

 

In our OFFERTORY this morning, the choir brings our minds to the coming Communion 

Service. David Ashley White is an American composer born and educated in Texas. After 

a brief tenure as a member of the US Air Force Bands, has taught at the University of 

Houston since 1975 and is the composer of over 100 works for chorus, voice, chamber 

ensembles, band, and orchestra.  

 

White’s hymns are found in a number of books, including the Episcopal Church’s The 

Hymnal 1982; The United Methodist Hymnal; the hymnal of the United Church of Christ in 

Japan; Great Britain’s Worship Songs Ancient and Modern, and in the Glory to God Hymnal 

(found in our Shaw Chapel). The open compositional nature among voice parts and organ 

offer a contemplative time where text and music stills our hearts to concentrate on the sacred 

time together this morning. 

 

Our POSTLUDE this morning, is penned by British composer Annette Butters, hailing from 

West Yorkshire, England. This particular work is a rarity in her compositions, as the melody 

of the hymn is copyright-protected. There is only direct authorization worldwide for TEN 

churches (or organists in concert) to utilize this work. We are fortunate through direct 

contact with the composer to be one of the selected organizations. Her works are accessible 

through her YouTube Channel and published through Sheet Music Plus. In searching for 

new organ music based on one of our hymns this morning, Google and AI were very helpful 

in connecting Nashua directly to the UK. This is a beloved hymn of the Catholic tradition 

which made it into the Mainline Protestant church through its first including in the 1989 

United Methodist Hymnal. It is now found in 70 hymnals, worldwide. This is the first work 

of Ms. Butters to be played on the Music at First roster. 



 



  

Christian Formation Corner 
 

October 4, 2026-  Today is the Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, and the    

   liturgical color is white.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS STARTS- Teachers are prepped and ready to receive our youth.  

NURSERY NEWS– The nursery school is open and staffed.  Parents can check in at the 

Welcome Center and then proceed to the nursery.  The Welcome Center staff can also 

assist in providing directions. 

 

Church Happenings and Outreach - New/Current 

 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION CANDY COLLECTION- Halloween Candy Collections are 

still going on!  Please donate your favorite treats so we can remind our college students how 

much we miss and appreciate them.  A donation bucket can be found next to the elevator, at 

the courtyard entrance and the welcome center. 

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS – will be held today after the Sunday Worship Service at 

2:00 pm in the courtyard. This special outdoor service celebrates all of God’s creatures, 

especially those near and dear to us, our pets.  All well behaved feathered, fleecy, fury friends 

in their crates and/or on leashes are welcomed.  Also welcomed are photos of pets who are 

either not so portable, no longer living or their ashes.  Stuffies are also welcomed to be 

blessed too.  Each blessed pet will leave with a personalized certificate of blessing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISING IS UNDERWAY FOR THE FRIENDS OF FIRST MUSIC- to underwrite 

the 19th. season of the FIRST MUSIC CONCERT SERIES.  Letters were sent to all friends and 

members of The First Church, encouraging that they send a donation to continue our free 

admission for all, as we continue our music outreach. This year’s goal is $55,000 - Bringing 

the Joy of Music to the Gate City, now for the 19th year! 

 

 



CHOIRS- are starting to come back into session for the Fall. We have openings for new choir 

members in all choirs, especially in Chancel, and new music-reading ringers for DECIBELLS. 

 

Please consider making a JOYFUL NOISE and contact the Music Office for more information 

about membership in one of our many choirs.  See the September Church Newsletter for 

additional information about choirs for all ages.  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHANTICLEER to produce possible “capacity” audience 
  

After 10AM worship on October 11 and October 18, there will be special NON-

transferable free admission tickets (6:45pm doors on October 23) available to those 

wishing to attend from within the church community, that may not be a FRIENDS donor.  

  Please see a designated table in Fellowship Hall following 10AM worship to obtain one 

ticket per person for the early-admission to the concert. – The ticket must be picked up in 

person, with a name registered to the free ticket. 

  The overall concert is FREE but we do anticipate filling to capacity. General public 

admission will begin at 7PM after the ‘red ticket’ folks are admitted. These tickets will 

only be available these two Sundays and not through the church office. – General 

Admission open to all. 
  

THE FIRST CHURCH OF NASHUA- we offer these studies during the week: 

-Mondays – Bible Study - BFC (Bible, Friends and Coffee) at 9:30 am in Room #15. We invite 

you to a special morning bible study.   

-Tuesdays - Fall Study Zoom meeting at 12:00 pm “BOUNDARIES AND BLESSINGS” 

(running for 10 weeks) with Rev. Andy.  

- Wednesdays - Men’s Study “Catechism” at 8:30 am on Room #14.  Please use the 

registration form at the Welcome desk. 

-Sundays, you can also join us for a Lively, Caffeinated discussion between services in Nauss 

Hall starting Sunday, October 4th (no registration required).   



GREATER NASHUA CROP/HUNGER WALK-  Last year your generous donations placed 

First Church at the top of the list for donations from Nashua area large churches while our 

Nashua Walk ranked #1 in New England and #17 in the nation. We raised over $60,000 with 

25% returning to area charities. 

 

We need your help as walkers, sponsors or donors.  Please check our table by the Welcome 

Center for information on how you can participate.  Our First Church recruiters, Cody 

Gallant and Jay Darrin are eager to get you involved.  Want to donate before you forget?  Go 

to crophungerwalk.org.  At the top right, search for First Church Nashua Willing Walkers 

and make your generous donation.  We’re counting on your generous support again for this 

worthy cause. 

 

SILENT AUCTION- We started collecting for the 2026 Silent Auction.  Please be ready to 

bring your items to the church so they can be stored in a designated locked 

room. COMMITTEE AND BOARD CHAIRS, please discuss with your board members what 

you will be donating this year and contact Carol.  603-557-3041. 

 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS AND WHITE DOVE PROGRAMS 2026- Over the past 

several years our protocol for the Thanksgiving baskets and White Dove programs has 

changed.  Originally we were doing gift cards due to the pandemic and I know some of you 

were disappointed we weren’t doing it the “old” way…. choosing families and actually 

buying for them.  The agencies have told me that their clients actually prefer the gift cards 

both for Thanksgiving and Christmas.   

 

So many of them do not have a traditional turkey dinner and the gift cards allow them to 

buy what their families are used to.  With White Dove, we are now working with one agency 

and the families we help are divided into two categories.  The first group of mothers and 

children only need gift cards again to groceries store.  The Santa Fund sees to helping those 

families buy gifts.  

 

The families in the other group need both food and gift certificates as they include older 

children (many are teens) who are not covered by the Santa Fund.  The parents of the second 

group enjoy going out and shopping with gift cards you give at the various stores.  That 

allows them to and pick out and wrap what they know their families want.  With this second 

group we ask that you give both grocery store and department store cards.  The participants 

are given a list of 5 stores and may only choose two for their gift purchases.  I should be 

hearing from the agencies in the not-too-distant future.   

http://crophungerwalk.org/
tel:(603)%20557-3041


Please contact me if you are interested in taking on one of these families for either 

Thanksgiving or Christmas....or both!  Blessings to you all.   Carol Butler. 

 

Thanksgiving: Gift cards are needed by November 10 

White Dove/Silver Dove:  Cards are needed by Dec. 10. 

 

 

THE FIRST CHURCH THRIFT SHOP-  is open every Thursday between 10:00AM to 

2:00PM. Donations of women’s and children’s clothing is being accepted. Leave items in the 

bin at the courtyard entrance. All proceeds go to community outreach. Thank you for all of 

your support!!  

 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP NEXT WEEK 

Sunday, October 11, 2026 / Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

8:15 am Shaw Chapel - Organ 

10:00 am  Sanctuary - Katherine Weiss, soprano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH 

 
 

 SUN OCT 4  8:15 am Shaw Chapel Communion Sunday Worship 

10:00 am Sanctuary Communion Sunday Worship  

       Worship, Livestream, Radio Broadcast 

     10:00 am Christian Formation / Sunday School 

     11:25 am Joyful Noise (Shaw Chapel) 

     2:00 pm Blessing of the Animals (Courtyard) 

 

 MON OCT 5  9:30 am Bible-Friends & Coffee (Room #15) 

     6:00 pm All Boards Kick Off Supper (pizza time/dining room) 

 

TUE OCT 6  9:00 am Staff Meeting (Room #10) 

10:00 am Holiday Fair (room #15) 

    12:00 pm Boundaries & Blessings Zoom Study (online) 

    4:00 pm Nashua Soup Kitchen & Shelter 

 

WED OCT 7  8:30 am Men’s Bible Study (Room #14) 

    6:45 pm Chancel Choir (Sanctuary) 

 

THU OCT 8  10:00 am Thrift Shop (open) 

SAT OCT 10  11:00 am Sisters in Sobriety (dining room) 

 

 



 

THE FIRST CHURCH 
       STAFF 

Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Andrew W. Armstrong, aarmstrong@tfcucc.org 

 Associate Minister, Rev. Nancy Haynes, nhaynes@tfcucc.org 

Minister of Music, Joseph R. Olefirowicz- MA,CAGO, jolefirowicz@tfcucc.org 

Church Business and Marketing Manager, Dianne Smigliani, dsmigliani@tfcucc.org  

Communication/Copyright/Marketing Coordinator, Jim Ferguson III, jferguson@tfcucc.org 

Office Manager, Migdalia Castro-Marin, mcastro@tfcucc.org 

Christian Formation Coordinator, Veronika Rosado, vrosado@tfcucc.org 

Sexton, James Halstead, jhalstead@tfcucc.org 
 

 

Pastors Emeriti, Rev. James S. Chaloner and Rev. Dr. Jeffrey C. Evans 
 

 

WELCOME 
A warm welcome is extended to all who are attending this worship service. A special greeting to those who 

are visiting or worshiping with us for the first time. Please sign the guest book in the back of the sanctuary 

or fill out the visitor card found in the pew racks. Fill out the back of the card, and put it in the offering plate 

or hand it to a minister, Usher or Deacon so we may acknowledge your visit. Join in the time of fellowship, 

in Fellowship Hall, following worship. If you have any questions about the life and ministry of The First 

Church, please seek out the individuals wearing colored nametags; they are members of the various boards 

and committees.  

INFORMATION 
First Church was gathered on December 16, 1685 as The Church of Christ in Dunstable. On the same day 

Thomas Weld was ordained and settled as minister of the church. The current building, built in 1894, is the 

tenth building to house the First Church community. In 1961, the church entered fellowship with the United 

Church of Christ. We welcome into our membership any who will own the covenant of First Church and seek 

to continue the ministry of Jesus Christ in the community and world. Those interested in joining the church 

should contact the church office for information. The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated on the first 

Sunday of the month and the Sacrament of Baptism on the last. First Church is supported almost entirely by 

pledges. Every member is expected to make a financial pledge according to their ability.  

PASTORAL CARE 
Pastoral Care is available to all in need. Please keep the ministers informed of occasions of sickness, sorrow, 

and joy. Let the church office know if you or family member or friend is hospitalized. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
If you have a change of address, phone number, or email address, please let the church office know so that 

we may keep our records current. 

 

All information for the weekly bulletin must be in the office by noon on Tuesday. All information for the 

monthly newsletter must be in the office by 4:00 PM on the second Monday of the month.  
 

All use of the building must be scheduled by the Office Manager. 

 
 

 

One Concord Street - Nashua, New Hampshire 03064 - 603-882-4861 

Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-noon and 1:00-4:00pm 

Friday 9:00 am - noon 

www.tfcucc.org 
Give online. Scan the QR code to view 

 one of the giving options available. 

 

mailto:dsmigliani@tfcucc.org
mailto:mcastro@tfcucc.org

